SPELTHORNE BOROUGH COUNCIL/SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL

PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE

MEETING HELD ON 11TH OCTOBER, 1999
Present:-

Spelthorne Borough Council:

Councillors L.J.W. Burrell (Chairman), Mrs. P.C. Amos, Mrs. M. Hyams, J.M. Paton, Mrs. J.E. Ponton, G.F. Trussler and R. Watkins

Surrey County Council:

County Councillors J.G. Carruthers (Vice-Chairman), J.M. Fullbrook, K. Hartley, J. Maxwell, K.P. Pugh and Mrs. R.G. Scott.

In attendance: Borough Councillors F. Davies and J.D. Packman

46
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


pologies for absence were received from County Councillor R.M. Hayhurst.

47.
MINUTES


The Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th July, 1999 were confirmed as a correct record.

48.
ANNUAL REVIEW OF SPELTHORNE PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE'S PROGRESS
Mike Abbott, Assistant Director Partnership (North West Area) reported on the annual review of the Committee's progress and detailed what had been accomplished over the last 12 months.

He recalled that the Committee had considered the local impact and implications for the Borough of a number of national and county wide strategic issues.  These had included, PAIS/CLOSER, Spelthorne Crime and Disorder Strategy, County proposals to alter Community Services provision, proposed changes to Countryside Management, Surrey Waste Management Contract, County and Spelthorne Local Transport Plan and Review of Social Services, homes and services for older people.

The Local Issues of Joint Working considered had included, Surrey Youth Strategy, Stanwell Community Focus Project, Planning Consultations between Borough and County Council Planning Officers, and the proposed Partnership Committee's work programme.

Members held a general discussion on possible changes to the current Partnership Committee arrangements which might improve its effectiveness in the future.  Issues discussed included increasing the frequency of meetings to up to 6 per year and revising the terms of reference to give the Committee decision making powers and to extend its brief to cover more topics.


AGREED:


To note the Annual Review of the Committee's progress to date on various issues of partnership working.

49.
LETTER FROM THE COUNTY COUNCIL ABOUT THE REVIEW OF DISTRICT PARTNERSHIPS
Mike Abbott reported on the proposed Audit Review of District Partnerships and referred to the County letter dated 8th September, 1999 to all Districts setting out details of the consultation process envisaged.  The County's Policy Committee had commissioned the Audit and Review Committee to undertake a thorough review of county/district partnerships, which would incorporate District Members and Officers' views.  He explained that the review would embrace all types of partnership working including joint committees, crime and disorder, youth strategy and care in the community.  The process would be that the joint County/District Review Team would aim to meet individually with Borough/District Members in all 11 Districts for discussions.  In addition, submissions would be invited from each of the 11 Districts.

The Borough's Chief Executive, Michael Taylor, advised that the Council would consider and decide who at Borough level would be involved in the review, possible dates for a meeting with the review team and how Spelthorne would respond to the County letter.


AGREED:

To note the letter from the County Council dated 8th September, 1999 regarding the review of District Partnerships and that the Borough Council was considering its formal response.

50.
A COMPARISON OF PLANS AND PRIORITIES OF SPELTHORNE BOROUGH COUNCIL AND SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL 1999/2000

Mike Abbott and Michael Taylor presented a joint Borough/County report highlighting and comparing the key plans and priorities of the Borough and County Councils respectively for the year 1999/2000.  They explained that the structure of the report was based upon the Strategic Policies set out in the Borough's Corporate Plan 1999-2000.  The layout of the report enabled areas of common interest to both Councils to be linked and shown on the same page.  These provided a means of comparing both Council's objectives in relation to local issues in Spelthorne and highlighted areas of joint working and interest. 

Both Council's Corporate Plans had been circulated to Members with the report as background information.  A series of appendices were also attached for Members' information.  These provided details for 1999/2000 on Highway Agency expenditure and Local Highway Allocation, County Community Services' Plans for Spelthorne, County Social Services: Children's and Community Care Plans, County/Spelthorne Local Transport Plan and County targets for Education in the Development Plan.  Michael Taylor advised that the Borough's Corporate Plan was an intermediate document for consultation with the public and that responses to it would be taken into account in the process leading to the formulation of a Borough Community Plan in 2000.

Members had a wide ranging discussion on the plans and priorities of both Councils for 1999/2000 and a series of issues were raised.  Among the key issues discussed by the Committee were:-


(1)
Modern Local Government - possible implications for both Councils of the further statutory review of polling boundaries.


(2)
Staines Town Centre - High Street pedestrianisation - (i) timing of separate trials with buses in and buses out; (ii) temporary exit arrangements for vehicles from car parks at Angel Hotel and Iceland.


(3)
Transport - severe traffic congestion at Walton Bridge, including temporary traffic lights to control alternate way working; lack of  publicity generally and in particular for Borough residents; and lack of on-site notices regarding the extent and duration of the temporary traffic controls etc.


(4)
Housing and Community Care - SERPLAN Panel report on Draft Regional Planning Guidance for the South East - concerns expressed about its proposals for additional housing provision (for the period 1996-2016 Surrey's provision rises from £35,000 to £77,000).


(5)
Financial Management - reference to the County's Youth Strategy and the future of youth premises like Leacroft, Staines and whether the County has taken account of Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998.


(6)
Highway Agency and Local Highway Allocation 1999/2000 - clarification regarding the highways funding provided by both the Borough and County Councils, including the Borough's financing of the Staines Town Centre Roadworks.

(7) Social Services: Children's and Community Care Plans 1999/2000 - clarification regarding the Surrey Area Child Protection Committee's proposals for a Youth drop-in centre at Sunbury Cross and confirmation that the Youth Service and Social Services are working closely on this project to provide a facility for all young people in the Borough.


(8)
Local Transport Plan 1999/2000 - Plans for Spelthorne - reference to the Borough's public consultation regarding Traffic Calming schemes under the Council's Strategy, including consultation via Area Forums and with Ward Members and local County Councillors, and the current review of the Strategy by the Borough's Traffic Calming Working Group.


(9)
County Education Development Plan 1999/2000 - reference to the importance of examination results for Borough Schools and to educational outcomes generally in relation to the local economy and the Borough's Economic Strategy.  The Borough Council would take the County Plan proposals forward in a supportive way.

Regarding (3) above, Walton Bridge temporary traffic controls, Mike Abbott undertook to write to Members to update them on the latest position.



AGREED:

(1) To note the report on a comparison of plans and priorities of Spelthorne Borough Council and Surrey County Council for


1999/2000.



(2)
That the County Assistant Director Partnership (North West Area) write to Committee Members to update them on the latest position regarding Walton Bridge temporary traffic controls.

51.
SERVICES TO YOUNG PEOPLE -


(a)
Youth Work in Spelthorne

David Waine, the County's North West Youth Service Manager, presented a report highlighting some of the various pieces of youth work that Surrey County Youth Workers were engaged in with young people in Spelthorne.  His report covered a series of targeted projects, support to the Voluntary Sector, the Duke of Edinburgh's Award, Motorsport, School-based and Multi-Agency projects, One to One work, Youth Centre Management, and Specialist provision.

He explained that his report tried to clarify the very special role that Surrey Youth Service had to play in the lives of young people in the Borough, in relation to access to learning, leisure and recreation.  Much of what the Youth Service had achieved was only made possible because of the close working relationships they had with other service providers.  This close working included in particular the Borough Council's Leisure Services who together with the Youth Service had an equally important role to play in relation to leisure and recreation. 

Members sought clarification about the future of youth service provision aNd youth premises in the Borough, in particular Leacroft, Staines and Fairways and whether the County had taken account of Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998.

Regarding provision of services, Mr Waine confirmed that the County had earmarked £25,000 in their current budget for a new full-time youth worker in Staines and that there would be no reduction in youth opportunities for young people in the Borough.  On premises, he explained that Leacroft was not closing at this stage, but had to become self-financing within 12 months.  This was because the youth budget only funded the youth provision and youth activities at Leacroft and therefore the sports group users had been asked to provide their own funding to meet the shortfall.

He felt that if Leacroft was to close at some time in the future, it would be difficult to find alternative youth premises in Staines where the County youth work, sports and archery provision could be replicated.  However, the County was about to commission research into youth provision in the Borough and would look at all the options, including possible alternative premises should Leacroft close.

The future of Fairways had been the subject of a joint report by Borough Councillors Mrs. Napper and Paton which had been forwarded to the County for consideration.



AGREED:



To note the report on Youth Work in Spelthorne.


(b)
Spelthorne Leisure Services for Young People
Michael Taylor presented a report from Kim Tighe, the Borough Head of Leisure Services, on Leisure Services for Young People in Spelthorne, covering key opportunities available, including Focus Sport Development Plans, Holiday Play Schemes, Summersafe, Leisure Centres, and Informal Recreation Schemes.

He recalled a meeting between Borough and County Officers on 7th October to discuss areas of initial joint working and partnership opportunities, to see if a joint strategy could be formulated on Leisure and Youth Services in Spelthorne.  The outcome was agreement that the way forward was to identify various areas of mutual working which could be exploited to the benefit of the young community and a sharing of information/plans, as much as possible.  As the Borough's Leisure Strategy 1997-2001 was due for a major review in January 2000, there was also agreement that the County Youth Service would be involved in its formulation, as appropriate.  Additionally, as the County Council were embarking on a Youth Service Development Plan for Spelthorne for a 3-5 year period, there was further agreement that it would be appropriate to involve the Borough Leisure Service in its formulation, at a certain stage. On the schedule of charges 1999/2000 for Spelthorne and Sunbury Leisure Centres, a Member requested that the Borough Council consider reinstating for Sunbury the previous off-peak package concession for senior citizens of 12 swims for the price of 10.



AGREED:



(1)
To note the report on Leisure Services for Young People in Spelthorne and proposals for the formulation of a joint Borough/County strategy on Leisure and Youth Services in the Borough.



(2)
To note that the Member's request for reinstatement at Sunbury Leisure Centre of the previous off-peak package concession for senior citizens of12 swims for the price of 10, would be considered as part of the major review of the Borough's Leisure Strategy 1997-2001, in January 2000.

52.
SHEPPERTON YOUTH CENTRE

Mike Abbott updated the Committee on the latest situation regarding a sensitive development proposal for Shepperton Youth Centre.  This affected both the Borough and County Councils, as planning authority and landowner respectively, and other public authorities.

He recalled that Dr. Bellamy, a GP at one of two practices at Shepperton Health Centre, was leading a proposal that a new, and larger health centre be built on the current site.  This entailed the acquisition of the current Health Centre, and the County Youth Centre site to accommodate both the proposed new Health Centre, and some housing development.  The latter would be needed in this scheme to fund the Health Centre redevelopment.

Dr. Bellamy had made a formal bid to the County Council to purchase the Youth Centre site, and formal Officer level negotiations between the respective professional advisers were continuing.

County Officers were again in the process of exploring alternative sites for a youth centre on the basis that acquisition and development could be funded from the sale of the current site.

Mike Abbott explained that the proposal had caused "blight" on the Youth Centre itself, resulting in some necessary maintenance and refurbishment being held in abeyance.  He hoped that the current negotiations and alternative site evaluations could now be concluded in short order, in view of the need to resolve the uncertainties for the Youth Centre, and users of the Health Centre. 


AGREED:


To note the update report on Shepperton Youth Centre.

53.
EMERGENCY PLANNING SEMINAR

The Borough's Chief Executive reported that his Council would be holding an Emergency Planning Seminar for Members on Monday 29th November, 1999 at 7.00pm, including Emergency Planning over the Millennium period.  The main role of the Council was to provide support to the emergency services, i.e. Police, Fire and Rescue and Ambulance.  The Seminar would be presented by Jeremy Marsh, the County's Emergency Planning Officer and Richard Fairgrieve, the Borough's Director of Community Services.  County Members were also invited to attend.


AGREED:


To note the Borough's Emergency Planning Seminar for Borough and County Members on Monday 29th November, 1999 at 7.00pm.

54.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


AGREED:


To note that the next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 2nd February, 2000.
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