MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

  

12th SEPTEMBER 2002

  

Present:

  

Councillor A.P. Hirst (Chairman)
Councillor E. O’Hara (Vice-Chairman)

  

	C.M. Fisher
	E.I.J. Read
	T. Stubbs

	Mrs G.A. Norcross
	J.E.H. Smith
	G.F. Trussler
  


Apologies: Councillor L.J.W. Burrell, Mrs H.E.L. Mellett, Mrs I. Napper and G.E. Forsbrey
  

BOROUGH COUNCIL OFFICERS

  

Bob Coe – Assistant Chief Executive

  

Richard Johnson – Head of Engineering (Client) 

  

Geoff Dawes –Senior Planning Officer

  

264/02                        Minutes 
  

The Minutes of the meeting dated 20th June 2002 were confirmed as a correct record.

  

265/02                        Declaration of interest
  

Councillor E. O’Hara declared a personal interest in the report on Common Land as a Staines Commoner.

  

266/02                        issues for future meetings 
  

Councillor T. Stubbs referred to a consultative document, on the Future Development of Air Transport, particularly relating to the development of the third runway at Heathrow Airport and expressed concern about the opportunity for Members to consider and respond to the issues raised.

  

RESOLVED that the matter be left in the hands of the Chairman to deal with, in consultation with the Officers.
  

267/02                        work Programme - review of management of Common LAND
  

The Purpose of the enquiry was to look at the management of Staines Metropolitan Commons and other areas of Common Land within the Borough.

Prior to the meeting Members had the opportunity of a tour of Staines Moor and Shortwood Common.
  
The Senior Planning Officer then presented a report on Common Land in Spelthorne, which outlined options for further investigation. 
  
RESOLVED : -
  
(1) That a Working Group be established comprising Councillors E. O’Hara (Chairman of the Group), Mrs G.A. Norcross, E.I.J. Read and T. Stubbs to look at options ii) and iii) of the Officers’ report to bring back to the November meeting with recommendations for the future management of Staines Commons; 
  
(2) That the Chief Executive be asked to write to those organisations listed on the briefing note: - 
  
(a)   Advising them that a Working Group has been set up to look at the Management of Common Land in Spelthorne;
  
(b) Enclosing a copy of the Officers’ Report; 
  
(c) Advising them that the Working Group will be looking at options ii) and iii) or a combination of both for the future management of Staines Commons;
  
(d) That each organisation be asked to submit their views, in writing, on options ii) and iii) by mid-October for consideration by the Working Group;
  
(e) That each organisation be invited to attend the meeting on 14th November 2002, and to appoint a representative to give a presentation to Members, not exceeding five minutes, on their views as set out in their submission. 
  
(3) That a News release or public notice be issued inviting written comments from members of the public on the options to be considered. 
  

