MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
  
13TH SEPTEMBER, 2001

  

Present
Councillor G.F. Trussler (Chairman)

  
Councillor Mrs I. Napper (Vice-Chairman)

  

	Mrs P.C. Amos
	J.M. Paton
	Mrs P.A. Smith

	P.R. James
	Mrs J.E. Ponton
	Mrs J.M. Wood-Dow

	Mrs M.J. Martin
	  
	  


  

Apology - Councillor J.M. Fullbrook
  

Death Of Ex Councillor Monica Hartley
At the commencement of the meeting the Chairman announced with regret the death of the former Councillor Monica Hartley. Members observed a minute’s silence in honour of her memory.

424/01   MINUTES
  

The Minutes of the meeting held on 14th June, 2001 were confirmed as a correct record. 

425/01   PRESENTATION ON THE ARTS AND ARTS DEVELOPMENT IN SPELTHORNE
  

Overview. The Head of Leisure Services recalled that provision had been made in the Council’s Budget of £60k to support the development of Arts and Heritage in the Borough. This included the appointment of an Arts and Heritage Officer to further and develop Arts and Heritage. She introduced Peggy Atherton to the Committee who had been appointed to this post. 

  

Miss Atherton made a presentation outlining the work she had undertaken to date and was currently engaged in. Although she had worked for the Borough for only a short while a remarkable amount of progress had been achieved.

  

She had been working with schools to set up after school clubs and had run workshops on video animation and sculpture during the Summer holidays. She had also been training teachers who, with their new skills, would continue the after school clubs which should become self-supporting.

  

She had also been working with the Crime Prevention Team, Surrey Arts Officer and other agencies on a project at Sunbury Cross to improve the underpass, which was due to commence on 30th November. This involved three local secondary schools in a project with artists in light, ceramics and painting to improve the environs of the underpass and reduce graffiti and lead to a reduction in the fear of crime. All schoolchildren would have a role and hopefully, ownership of the project.

  

Another project involved the redevelopment of Memorial Gardens which it was intended to use as a venue for performing and creative arts. Two artists would also be working with three schools nearest to Staines and Lovejoys, the architects, subject to Planning Control and approval by Executive to create gates/archways to Memorial Gardens in modern light-reflective metal material. The designs would be linked to images associated with Staines. 

  

Heritage projects with Spelthorne Museum on the history of Staines and Spelthorne would be developed. In addition it was proposed to work with Staines Library on an after schools project, to set up an arts web site about what is going on in Spelthorne.

  

She was currently involved with an age range of 11 to 17 years and planned to extend this to much younger and older more mature people and had now started to work with junior schools

  

Discussion. The Committee enquired into her artistic background and were advised that this was in modern art. 

  

Members asked and received an assurance that disabled as well as mainstream pupils would be included as an integral part of arts development work.

  

The Committee asked if the Officer had any ideas or proposals for the High Street, Staines. The Committee were advised that future ideas included an arts project based on stone carving or tiles.

  

In response to a question from Members she agreed to look at the need to develop projects and schemes to work with schools and young people in the Stanwell area.

  

Members expressed concern that the work undertaken at Sunbury Cross might be defaced with more graffiti. The Officer explained that it was intended to seal the surface with a substance that would allow easy removal of graffiti. However, it was also hoped that ownership by children and pride in the work involved would lead to a diminution of subsequent or further graffiti.

  

Members expressed various views about the nature and form of the Artwork proposed and complimented the Officer on her drive and enthusiasm for her work and the progress to date. 

  

RESOLVED that the information be noted and the Officer be thanked for attending the meeting.

  

Declarations of Interest. None

426/01   COMMUNITY COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME 2001/2002
  

Overview. The Chairman asked members for suggestions for inclusion on the Committees work programme for 2001/2002.

  

RESOLVED that a Work Programme be drawn up to include the following items for 2001/2002: -

  

The future of Laleham Park Pavilion and Barbecue Units;

General state and safety of Children’s Play Areas;

Graffiti (Spelthorne and Private Premises) including the possible use of Social Exclusion Orders on the culprits;

Accommodation for Elderly/Sick People in Spelthorne; 

Staines Station as a gateway to Staines Town Centre

Spelthorne Day Centres (Meetings with Users and Providers at one of the Council’s Centres);

Meals on Wheels Service (Meetings with Users and Providers) and 

Presentation on Juvenile Crime (Possible meeting at Staines Police Station).

  

Declarations of Interest. None

  

427/01   DRAFT HOUSING STRATEGY 
  

Overview. The Housing Strategy Officer recalled that the Executive in July 2001, had approved a Draft Housing Strategy Update for consultation. 

  

Few responses had been received but this was not unexpected. Over past years the number of responses had not been large and as this was the third year of a 3 year Strategy, the Borough’s partners had become quite used to the Council’s overall approach. It was nevertheless disappointing that more organisations and partners had not responded.

In light of the consultation no changes were recommended to this year’s Housing Strategy Update.

  

Discussion – The Committee were concerned that the Government’s definition of Key Workers was not flexible enough to reflect local needs and that it might be helpful if a local definition could be drawn up.

  

Members also felt that the interests of residents on the Housing list and the homeless from within the Borough should be safeguarded in the light of recent developments.

  

RESOLVED that the Draft Housing Strategy Update as submitted be recommended to the Executive for adoption as the Council’s Housing Strategy Update for 2002/2003 subject to: -

  

(i) that in addition to the Government’s definition of a “Key Worker” this Committee request the Executive to consider formulating a local definition which is more flexible and relevant to the needs of the Borough; and 

(ii) that with regard to those accepted as homeless within the Borough reasonable priority is accorded them in light of the needs of those on the waiting list.
  

Declarations of Interest: Cllr. G.F. Trussler Standing Order 41 (1) Personal Interest
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