MINUTES OF THE SPELTHORNE COMMUNITY POLICE CONSULTATIVE GROUP

13TH SEPTEMBER, 1999
Present:-

Councillor T. Stubbs (Chairman)

Councillor F. Ayers - Spelthorne Borough Council

N. Dunkley - Secondary Schools

C. Edwards - Shepperton and Sunbury Police Sector Working Group

Mrs A. Gainford - Staines Business Watch/Staines Police Sector Working Group

Mrs M. Gove - Spelthorne Domestic Violence Forum

M. Harvey - Neighbourhood Watch

A. Kerslake - Lay Visitors Panel

County Councillor J. Maxwell - Surrey County Council

Superintendent L. Orwin - Metropolitan Police - Spelthorne

Councillor J.D. Packman - Spelthorne Borough Council

B. Patel - Ethnic Minorities

G.Smith - Spelthorne Chamber of Commerce

A. Tucker - Age Concern - Spelthorne

Detective Chief Inspector I. Wiggett - Metropolitan Police - Spelthorne

In attendance:

Superintendent David Cooper
-Surrey Police

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

AGREED that Councillor T. Stubbs be appointed as Chairman of the Group for the

year ending March 2000.

(Councillor T. Stubbs in the Chair)

2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from M. Harvey, M. Taylor and Inspector B.

Verrier.

3.
APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN

AGREED that the appointment of Vice Chairman be deferred until the next

meeting.

4.
MINUTES

AGREED that the minutes of the meeting held on 24th March, 1999, be approved

as a correct record.

5.
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY

(i) 
Membership of the Group

The Group noted that Mrs J. Lord the representative for the Services Sector had resigned due to personal commitments.

The Secretary reported continuing vacancies for representatives from the London Police Committee, Primary/Junior Schools and Ashford and Stanwell Police Sector Working Group was still awaited.

AGREED that the Secretary:

a.
Invite the following Groups to submit nominations for the vacancy in the Services Sector.

Rotary

Round Table

Lions

Inner Wheel

Womens' Institute

b.
invite a representative from the Magistrates Court to attend a future meeting to discuss matters of mutual interest.

6.
CHANGES IN LONDON BOUNDARIES

The Chairman reported on the various meetings he had attended with the Surrey

Police andChairman of other PCCG's involved with the transfer to Surrey in

April, 2000.The discussions had centred on future working arrangements and

had been extremely useful in ensuring a 'seamless' transition from the

Metropolitan Police to the Surrey Police Force. 

Members of the Group expressed particular concern that none of the County

Councillors representing Spelthorne were Members of the Surrey Police Authority

and that it was unlikely that this would change in the next three years.

Councillor J.D. Packman reported that he would be attending a meeting of the

Outer London Metropolitan Police Group on 22nd October, 1999 and if Members

wished he would raise this issue at that meeting.

AGREED that Councillor J.D. Packman be requested to raise the issue of

membership of the Police Authority and that the Secretary write to the Clerk to

the Authority expressing similar concerns.

7.
PROPOSALS FOR POLICING ALL OF SURREY - APRIL, 2000

The Chairman introduced and welcomed Superintendent David Cooper from the

Surrey Police, who had been appointed as the new Superintendent for Spelthorne

from April, 2000.

Superintendent Cooper reported that the Surrey and Metropolitan Police were

continuing to work together to progress a seamless transition in April, 2000.

He advised that for a 2 year period a mixed team of Metropolitan and Surrey

Officers would be working together to ensure continuity of local knowledge and

experience and that staffing levels would not be reduced.

He confirmed that once the Transfer had taken place all 999 calls would go to

Mount Browne.

The Home Office had given an indication of the level of funding for the future,

although the final settlement would not be known until December.

AGREED to note the report with satisfaction, at this stage.

8.
CRIME AND DISORDER REDUCTION STRATEGY - 1999 - 2002

The Secretary reported on the progress being made with the Crime and Disorder

Reduction Strategy. Task Groups involving local partners and other agencies had

been appointed to progress the development of the initiatives.

It was noted that the Strategy Group would be meeting later this month to

discuss progress of the initiatives and a detailed progress report would be

submitted to the next meeting of the Group.

9.
CCTV IN STAINES TOWN CENTRE

The Group noted that the majority of the CCTV Cameras in Staines Town Centre

were operational with the remaining cameras due to come on line before

Christmas. Once operational the coverage of the cameras overlapped to enable

an incident to be followed as it happens. The cameras broadly covered the area

between the Crooked Billet roundabout, Staines Bridge and the bridge over

Laleham Road. A bid had also been submitted to the Home Office for funding to

purchase 4 mobile cameras to be used throughout the Borough.

The scheme would be regularly monitored and evaluated to assess its impact and

effectiveness and results reported to the Group as part of the crime

statistics.

10.
 REPORT OF THE POLICE

Superintendent Orwin introduced DCI Ian Wiggett who had recently transferred to

the Division.

In respect of the transfer to Surrey Police in April, 2000 he reported that the

number of officers seeking secondment had exceed the number requested.

Superintendent Orwin reported on crime statistics for the Borough and made

comparisons between figures for 1998/99 to 1999/2000.The performance figures

for burglary had improved in the last three months.Street Crime figures were

showing a reduction of 27% compared to last years figures.Motor vehicle crime

had increased by 38% with the majority of offences being theft and criminal

damages to motor vehicles.

In respect of the increase in petty crime and vandalism in Ashford it was

reported that a number of arrests had been made including the arrest and

imprisonment of the ringleader, the Police would continue to monitor the area.

In relation to the problems with youths congregating in the Studios' Estate,

Shepperton, the Superintendent reported that a two week high profile policing

initiative had taken place in partnership with the Housing Association and a

letter had been sent to all the resident in the area explaining the action

being taken by the Police.This action had significantly reduced the problems

and the situation would continue to be monitored. 

11.
NEXT MEETING

7.30pm on Monday 24th January, 2000.
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