MINUTES OF THE SPELTHORNE STUDENT COUNCIL MEETING

14TH JANUARY 2002

Present

  

	BISHOP WAND
Tyler McGee
Andrew Taylor
  
	SPELTHORNE COLLEGE
Hannah Jeffery
	ST. PAUL’S
Rebecca Elbourne
Sophie Wilsher

	SUNBURY MANOR
Simon Mihailovic
Samantha Oakley
Gary Broughton (Deputy)
  
	  
	THAMESMEAD
Jonathan Price
Alice Reeves


  

BOROUGH COUNCIL ATTENDANCE
  
Councillor Mrs D. Grant – Portfolio Holder for Youth Services
Liz Borthwick – Head of Leisure Services
David Cobb – Leisure Development Manager
Brian Harris - Assistant Chief Executive
Trevor Baker - Committee Administrator, Corporate Services
  
Apologies: Peter Riley, Emma Everitt and Cassy Clarke
1/02          minutes

The minutes of the Meetings held on 10th December were confirmed as a correct record.
2/02          ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS IN PARKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

  
Liz Borthwick, Head of Leisure Services, reported that Spelthorne had over 37 parks and open spaces and the activities which they catered for had remained much the same over the past twenty years. These activities included football, cricket, tennis, dog-walking, and children’s play areas 
  
The last consultation with young people on what facilities they would like to see in parks took place about 5 years ago. This resulted in the setting up of informal play areas, such as those established at Clockhouse Lane and Kennyngton Recreation grounds for basketball.
  
Over the next 6 months the Council would be carrying out a review of its parks. Over the last year there had been an increase in anti-social behaviour and there was a perception of high crime levels and an increase in the fear of crime. The Council would be looking at the activities provided in parks, how parks are maintained, who uses them and what they could be used for.
  
As part of this review the Student Council was being asked to consider what facilities it would like to see, what changes it would make, the types of activities the parks could be used for and how safety could be improved.
  

	FACILITIES
	CHANGES
	EVENTS
	SAFETY

	Skate park
Graffiti wall
Fitness trail
Equipment hire covering activities in parks
Barbecue facilities
Sandpit
Small pool
Café
Picnic area
  
	Separate dog exercise area
More litter bins
Regularly serviced toilets
Maintenance
Equipment for different age groups in different areas
Seating for different age groups
  
	Football competitions
Music/disco
Arts with free access or reasonable prizes
Showcases (pop groups / music / arts / drama / poetry)
  
	Floodlights
Cctv 
Lock up at night
Park superintendent
  


  
Liz Borthwick suggested that Kirsteen Roe, the Council’s Arts and Heritage officer, attend the next meeting of the Student Council, to discuss and develop the Student Showcase idea. This could lead to an event being held in one of the Council’s parks or the Spelthorne Leisure Centre, with Student Councillors being directly involved in its planning, promotion and execution.
  
Best Value Leisure
Liz Borthwick asked for volunteers to attend a focus group for non - users of the leisure facilities, at Spelthorne Leisure Centre on Tuesday 22nd January at 4.15pm for about an hour. The purpose was to investigate why people did not use either Leisure Centre, and what would make them use them.

It was agreed that anyone interested would speak to Liz after the meeting or contact her by phone or e-mail.

3/02          REVIEW OF WORKING PRACTICES AND WORK PROGRAMME FOR 2002

Student Councillors were asked to consider how they could improve the working of the Student Council and what issues they would like to consider.

  
Student Councillors then separated into two groups and reported back as follows: -
IMPROVE THE WORKING OF THE STUDENT COUNCIL
        More meetings (monthly)

        Topic meetings between main meetings

        More frequent meetings

        Change day / rotate day of meeting

        Follow through with things

  
TOPICS FOR CONSIDERATION
        Young Persons Award (Academic / Community / Bravery / Sports / Seniors / Celebrities)

      Student Showcase (arts/music/drama/poetry)

        Environment (Nature reserve)

        Leisure

        Charity Events

        Crime

        Transport for young people (interview with officials)

        Terminal five

        Police and Snap (drugs)

        Litter

        Hospital

  

4/02          NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Student Council was scheduled for 18th March. However, following the discussion by the working groups on how to improve the working of the Student Council it was agreed that an additional meeting be held on either 11th or 25th February 2002, to consider and develop the Student Showcase idea and the Young Persons award scheme only. Trevor would notify Student Councillors of the date at the earliest opportunity.

  

It was also agreed that additional meetings be arranged in between those meetings of the Student Council set out in the calendar of meetings which had been circulated to all Student Councillors. 

