SPELTHORNE STUDENT COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE SPELTHORNE STUDENT COUNCIL 

14TH JULY, 2003

Present

	BISHOP WAND

Matthew Raj

Andrew Taylor (Chairman)


	ST. DAVID’S

Rhia Roy

Najia Sultan

Pooja Patel (Deputy)


	SUNBURY MANOR

Simon Mihailovic

THAMESMEAD

Ross Grant

Abby Taylor




Apologies –Daniel Appleyard, Ashford High, and Matthew Wilmott, Thamesmead, Trevor Baker, Spelthorne B.C.

BOROUGH COUNCIL ATTENDANCE

Brian Harris - Assistant Chief Executive

Tim Kita, Head of Communication and Community Safety

Kirsteen Roe - Arts Heritage Officer

Gillian Hobbs – Support Worker

32/03 MINUTES

The minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd June, 2003 were approved as a correct record.
33/03 IMPROVEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (IDEA) PEER REVIEW

Brian Harris thanked the Students for their attendance at the Local Strategic Partnership Assembly on 18th June and the contribution they had made to the success of the event.

He asked those present if any would be willing to meet with the IdeA team on Monday 21st July, in connection with the Peer Review of the Council, to give their views on how the Council engages with young people.

All those present volunteered to attend.

34/03 ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR ORDERS

The Head of Communications and Community Safety, Tim Kita gave a presentation on Anti-Social Behaviour Orders, (ASBOs), the circumstances in which they are served, the consequences if they are breached and their use as a means of controlling anti-social behaviour. 

Student Councillors requested more Police visits to schools, particularly to get the message across to students about ASBOs and asked that they be kept up to date on the success of ASBOs and how they were having an effect in schools. They also felt that publicity given to ASBOs was a good deterrent.

The link below is a news item on Acceptable Behaviour Contracts. 

www.spelthorne.gov.uk/web/council/news/2003/news03-97.html


If you view these minutes on the web at www.spelthorne.gov.uk/web/council/committees/student-layout.html you can enter the link directly.

35/03 SPEL-BOUND! - THE STUDENT COUNCIL SHOWCASE
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Arts Development Officer, Kirsteen Roe and Student Councillor Simon Mihailovic gave a Powerpoint presentation on a SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) of Spel-Bound! – a talent competition for the young people of Spelthorne held in February 2003. (Copy of slides attached)
Student Councillors had already decided that they wished the event to be held again and a discussion ensued on where it might be held next year. 

RESOLVED that a special meeting be held with Kirsteen Roe to discuss the options for Spel-bound!, on Tuesday 22nd July in the Council Chamber. All Student Councillors present volunteered to attend the meeting. 


36/03 “YOUTH UNLIMITED” THE SPELTHORNE STUDENT COUNCIL WEB SITE
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The Task Group who volunteered to work on refreshing “Youth Unlimited”, the Spelthorne Student Council Web site (http://www.spelthorne.gov.uk/web/youth/studentindex.html) had been called to an urgent meeting on Monday 16th June to discuss the future presentation of the Home Page. 

The group met with Mandy Binley, one of the Borough’s Communication and Web Officers, who informed them that the Borough had engaged consultants to work on a complete overhaul of its Home and other web pages, including that of “Youth Unlimited”.

The consultants wished to know within a few days what the Student Council wanted, in order to assess the time and costs involved in constructing the Home Page within the parameters of the proposed templates accepted by the Borough Council.

The Task Group felt that the existing Home Page was unique and that it should be retained but redesigned to give a more realistic appearance; however, when the estimate came back for the work, the cost was felt to be exorbitant. In these circumstances and in order to retain the unique features of “Youth Unlimited” Home Page, the Borough are now investigating the possibility of training its own staff to be able to build the page themselves.

This would have the advantage of allowing the Student Council more flexibility in its final choice. This is likely to be addressed later on in the year, probably November.

37/03 SWAZILAND – LINK TO MANZINI CITY JUNIOR COUNCIL

Contact has been established with Bhekisizwe Edwin Dlamini, Chief Executive Manzini City Junior Council. He is studying the information on “Youth Unlimited” about the Student Council and the Borough of Spelthorne before replying. There were no further developments at the time of the meeting.

38/03 FUTURE TRAINING EVENT

Brian Harris asked the Student Councillors for their views on the possibility of holding a one day / weekend training event for Student Councillors in March / April 2004.

The general consensus was that they would be interested in either option subject to the costs involved, but would favour Leadership over activity type courses.

Brian pointed out that in view of the timescale involved to make arrangements, any training event agreed upon now might not take place until the new Student Council was in place in April 2004.

It was agreed that Brian would follow this up and report back to the Student Council.

39/03 SPELTHORNE YOUTH AWARDS

At its last meeting the Student Council agreed to set up a Task Group to review the SYA scheme. 

[image: image2.wmf]2002/03

 


RESOLVED that a Task Group, comprising Simon, Andrew, Abby, Ross and Matthew Raj, hold a meeting on Monday 8th September, 2003 to review the SYA scheme, with a view to reporting back to the Student Council on 15th September.

40/03 NEXT MEETINGS
The next meeting of the Student Council is due to be held on Monday 15th September in the Council Chamber. 

The meeting for October will be held on Monday 20th in the Goddard Room.
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