MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

  

14th November 2002

  

Present:

  

Councillor A.P. Hirst (Chairman)
	C.M. Fisher
	Mrs I Napper
	J.E.H. Smith

	Mrs H.E.L. Mellet
	Mrs G.A. Norcross
	T. Stubbs

	  
	E.I.J. Read
	  


In attendance: Councillor G.E. Forsbrey – Portfolio Holder for the Environment and Planning

  
Apologies: Councillors E. O’Hara (Vice-Chairman), L.J.W. Burrell, and G.F. Trussler
  

BOROUGH COUNCIL OFFICERS

  

Bob Coe – Assistant Chief Executive

Richard Johnson – Head of Engineering and Amenity Services

Geoff Dawes –Senior Planning Officer

313/02                        Minutes 
The Minutes of the meeting dated 12th September 2002 were confirmed as a correct record.

314/02                        work Programme - review of management of Common LAND
The Chairman, Councillor Andrew Hirst, welcomed everyone in attendance at the meeting, introduced Members and Officers present and stated that he would explain the procedure to be followed at each stage of the meeting. 

  

Councillor T. Stubbs, Chairman of the Management of Staines Commons Working Group introduced and presented the report of the Working Group. 
  
The Chairman then explained that as part of the consultation process those organisations which had responded and wished to participate in the enquiry had been invited to appoint a representative to give their views and opinions on their behalf. Each speaker was allowed five minutes to put their case. 
Mr Merryman spoke on behalf of Staines Moormasters Committee, Mr E. Gray for the Association for the Preservation of Staines Moor, and Dr Cribb for Spelthorne Natural History Society.

The landowners of the Moor, Bretts, were unable to attend the meeting but had stated that they were willing to serve on a Steering Committee if invited. Staines Town Society had made a written submission but did not wish to speak at the meeting. Mr. Ralph Hobbs attended on behalf of English Nature and stated that he did not wish to make a statement but commended the proposals of the Working Group. The Environment Agency had been invited to the meeting but had not responded.

  

Following each presentation Members were able to put questions to the speaker.

  

All parties broadly supported the proposals before the Committee but there were differing views expressed about the long term flooding in 2001 and the need to create a Local Nature Reserve.

  

Having heard the presentations, each representative was allowed a further minute to address the Committee on the points and issues which had arisen.

  

The Committee then reviewed and evaluated the information gathered from the September meeting; the views and opinions of local organisations expressed at the meeting; and the recommendations of the Working Group.
RESOLVED to recommend the Executive: -
  
1.     That in order to preserve the special nature of the area, application be made to declare Staines Moor and Shortwood Common, a Local Nature Reserve, with an emphasis on the educational value of such a declaration.

2.     That an application be made to DEFRA for Staines Moor and Shortwood Common under the Countryside Stewardship Scheme;

3.     That the Management Plan of 1991 be updated and extended to include other areas of Staines Moor and Shortwood Common as a basis for the future management of these areas and for discussion and implementation with the parties indicated in 6, below;

4.     That a scheme be agreed with English Nature and funding be sought to remove thistles and Ragwort as a priority;

5.     That discussions be held with the Moormasters Committee to agree and seek funding for the joint employment of a Moorkeeper/Ranger, subject to a successful application under 2. above)

6.     That a Steering Group, to oversee the Management of Staines Commons, be set up under the Chairmanship of the Borough Council to meet on an ad hoc basis and each of the following organisations be asked to appoint a representative to serve thereon: -

Staines Moormasters Committee
Staines Commoners 
Principal Landowner(s)
Association for the Preservation of Staines Moor
Spelthorne Natural History Society
Surrey Wildlife Trust
English Nature
Environment Agency  
7.     That the Byelaws be considered in accordance with paragraph 3.4 of the report of the Working Group, together with appropriate means of enforcement.
  
315/02                        chairman’s thanks 
The Chairman, Councillor Andrew Hirst, thanked the organisations for attending and taking part in the enquiry, which although complex and whilst it might prove difficult to satisfy the requirements of all those concerned, was not impossible and concluded by thanking them once again for their trouble, effort and work
