MINUTES OF THE SPELTHORNE STUDENT COUNCIL MEETING

17th SEPTEMBER 2001

Present

  
	BISHOP WAND
Tyler McGee (Deputy)
  
MATTHEW ARNOLD
Daniel Hopkins
Emily King
  
SPELTHORNE COLLEGE
Vinetha Manthena
  
	ST. DAVID’S
Lizzie Bullard
  
ST. PAUL’S
Martin Cooper
  
	SUNBURY MANOR
Simon Mihailovic
  
THAMESMEAD
Jonathan Price (Deputy)


BOROUGH COUNCIL OFFICERS
  
Brian Harris - Assistant Chief Executive
Tim Kita – Head of Corporate Services
Inspector Holingsworth - Surrey Police
Bob Moore – Surrey County Council 
Trevor Baker - Committee Administrator, Corporate Services
  
27/01      CORPORATE VIDEO
Prior to the commencement of the formal part of the meeting the Student Council viewed the Borough Council’s new Corporate Video featuring Members of the Student Council in session.

  

28/01      APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRPERSON
RESOLVED that Simon Mihailovic be elected Chair of the Student Council until the annual meeting on the 10th December 2001. 
  
29/01      APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRPERSON
There were no nominations for position of the Vice-Chair.
30/01      MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting dated 2nd July 2001 were approved as a correct record.
  
31/01      SPECIAL MEETING ON ENVIRONMENT
Brian Harris announced that it was proposed to hold a special meeting of the Student Council on the Environment, to be hosted by BP, to take place on Monday 3rd December commencing early afternoon (probably from 1 to 5 p.m.). The main speaker would be Phil Williams the nationally renowned environmentalist. In addition to Student Councillors, schools will be invited to send additional representatives

32/01      CRIME AND DISORDER PRESENTATION
  

Tim Kita, Head of Corporate Services, gave a presentation on Crime and Disorder in Spelthorne. Bob Moore from Surrey County Council and Inspector from Surrey Police assisted with the presentation and subsequent discussion.
  
Tim explained that every Council in the country had to have a Crime and Disorder Strategy. The Borough Council worked closely with the County Council to achieve this and Bob Moore was the liaison officer with whom Tim worked in close co-operation. 
  
The current Strategy had six key objectives as follows:-
  
It was now necessary to evaluate the progress of the current Strategy and objectives and after consultation with its Partners, other Statutory Organisations, local businesses, local voluntary organisations, residents of Spelthorne, and the Student Council to draw up a new Strategy to run from 2002 to 2005.
  
Until 31st March Spelthorne had been part of the Metropolitan Police Area and had the lowest crime statistics in that area. On 1st April Spelthorne had been transferred into the Surrey Police Area and although there had been no increase in crime levels now had the highest crime statistics in Surrey.
  
Since April 2001 burglary had fallen by 20%, but robbery and vehicle crime had risen. The survey and Student Council consultation involved asking questions about the fear of crime that people had and how these fears should be addressed.
  
Bob Moore cited as an example of the fear of crime the use of the underpass at Sunbury Cross. Surveys had revealed that people felt afraid of using this underpass and that it was a “hot spot” for crime. Although there was not a lot of reported crime, fear prevented people using it and consequently crossed the surrounding roads on the surface, increasing their risk of being involved in an accident.  
  
Sunbury Cross was the responsibility of the Borough and County Council and the Government. These authorities were working together to overcome the problems associated with this area. The main problem which people found threatening was graffiti. A project had been set up to improve the underpass and its approaches, which was due to commence on 30th November. This involved three local secondary schools in a project with artists in light, ceramics and painting and should reduce graffiti and lead to a reduction in the fear of crime. In the longer term the introduction of surface crossings was under investigation.
  

Inspector Holingsworth said that the main increase in robbery was due to the theft of mobile phones from young people. Damage to property caused by young people was also a problem.
  
Fear of crime survey had identified Church Road, Ashford, Clare Road, Stanwell, and Sunbury Cross as areas where people felt uncomfortable.
  
The Police had introduced Youth Patrols to deal with the problem of youth-alcohol intimidation. Officers would tour an area to identify individuals and approach their parents in an endeavour to bring them on board in overcoming the problem. 
  
Tim then asked Student Councillors to break into two groups and identify six issues, one key objective and three areas needing improvement. 
  
The two groups then resumed the meeting and reported back on the discussions that had taken place within each group.
  
FEEDBACK
Priorities
1. Violent Crime

2. Robberies

3. Burglaries

4. Vehicle Crime

5. Abuse

6. Anti-Social behaviour (graffiti)

7. Feeling safe in the Borough

8. Decreasing amount of vandalism, graffiti, litter

9. More facilities for youths

10. Reducing anti-social behaviour between gangs of youths in the community

11. Educating and preventing drug and alcohol crimes

  

Scheme
Increase public awareness of crime and personal safety e.g. mobile phones, muggings.

To introduce ID scheme to combat alcohol and cigarettes.

  

Improvements
Access to Ashford Station

General Lighting

Fake Cameras

Increase Police numbers in known hotspots of crime and disorder

Provide BMX/Multi purpose areas

Improve security at Borough’s train and bus stations

  

Feedback
Send questionnaires to each school for selected pupils to complete.

  

Tim stated that the feedback from the groups would be fed into the Crime and Disorder Strategy for 2002-2005 which had been mentioned at the beginning of the meeting and was currently being prepared. 

  
33/01      PROJECT WORK
Student Councillors gave further consideration to the report of the project group set up at the last meeting and agreed to hold a special meeting to consider the Spelthorne Young Persons Award.
  
RESOLVED that a Special meeting of the Student Council be held on Monday 15th October to progress the Spelthorne Young Persons Award.
  
34/01      ELECTIONS 2001 UPDATE
Brian Harris reported that so far Bishop Wand was the only school that appeared to be organising elections for the Student Council 2002. The remaining schools were likely to appoint Student Councillors from their School Council.

35/01      VISIT TO PALACE OF WESTMINSTER 
Student Councillors who had attended the visit to the Palace of Westminster and the meeting with David Wilshire M.P. felt that this had been an interesting experience.

  

36/01      any other business
It was suggested, by a member of the Student Council, that in order to maintain continuity and interest the Student Council should meet on a more frequent basis, say monthly, rather than two meetings per term as at present.

  

RESOLVED that consideration of this matter be conferred to the new Student Council following its election.
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