MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

  

18TH APRIL, 2002

  

Present

  

Councillor G.F. Trussler (Chairman)
Councillor Mrs I. Napper (Vice-Chairman)
  
	Mrs P.C. Amos
	A. Leedham
	Mrs J.E. Ponton

	J.M.Fullbrook
	Mrs M.J. Martin
	Mrs P.A. Smith


  

Apologies - Councillors P.R. James, J.M. Paton and Mrs J.M. Wood-Dow
  
Officers in attendance
  

Liz Borthwick – Head of Leisure Services

Brian Harris – Assistant Chief Executive

  

Representatives of Riverside Arts Centre

  

Eric Champion

Pat Champion

Peter Northgate

Catherine Black

Peter Anderson

  

101/02                       Minutes

  

The Minutes of the meeting dated 14th March 2002, were approved as a correct record.

  

102/02                         RIVERSIDE ARTS CENTRE

  

Prior to the commencement of the formal meeting, Members were given a tour of the Riverside Arts Centre (RAC) facilities, which had been leased from the Council since 1977. Eric Champion described the uses and outlined the history and development of the building.

  

The tour included the recently purchased 57 Thames Street, formerly Barclays Bank.

The Head of Leisure Services recalled that RAC had already begun to “bulge at the seams” with high usage and saw the potential of purchasing the Bank in order to expand, when it came on the market in 2000. RAC approached the Council, which agreed to purchase the Bank on their behalf at a cost of £225,000.  Spelthorne awarded a grant to RAC of £100,000 on the basis that the remainder would need to be raised by RAC 18 months from exchange of contracts.

  

Contracts were exchanged in February 2002. At present Spelthorne were care-taking the facility, until the RAC raised the funds to proceed with their refurbishment.

  

Catherine Black described the plans for the development of the former Bank premises. These included function rooms, stage area, dressing rooms, storage area, bars, a tearoom, and a semi sprung dance floor. The new facilities would be able to be used in combination or independently of each other. RAC were actively raising funds towards the project and estimated that it would take about two and a half years before the building would be available for use. Carol Boyd, Frank Finlay and Tony Kinsey had agreed to be patrons of the project.

  

Questions were then answered by Eric Champion, about the use of the existing premises and the membership of RAC and Peter Northgate, about the general finances of the organisation. 

  

The Chairman thanked the representatives for the presentation and their hospitality, praised their efforts and enthusiasm and the provision of an excellent arts facility and wished them luck with the new project.

  

RESOLVED : -

  

1. to recommend that the Executive continue to support and encourage the Riverside Arts Centre in its enthusiasm and endeavours to provide and expand the opportunities for arts facilities in Spelthorne. 

  

2. 
that the Committee would like to visit the Arts Centre in about eighteen months time to view the progress.

  

  

