MINUTES OF THE IMPROVEMENT & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

18 JANUARY 2007

Present

Councillor J.D. Packman (Chairman)

Councillor J.M. Fullbrook (Vice-Chairman)

Councillors:

	Miss M. Bain
	H.R. Jaffer
	G.F. Trussler

	F. Davies
	P.R. James
	Mrs P. Weston

	Mrs M. Hyams
	Mrs J.M. Pinkerton
	Mrs J.M. Wood-Dow

	
	Mrs J.E. Ponton
	


Apologies: Councillor Mrs D. Turner
In Attendance: Councillor G.S. Ceaser
Officers

Brian Harris - Assistant Chief Executive (People and Partnerships) [Lead Officer]

Heather Morgan – Head of Planning and Housing Strategy

Trevor Baker - Senior Committee Manager

9/07 minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the special meeting held on 4 December 2006, be approved as a correct record.

10/07 outcomes of reports/recommendations to Executive 

The outcomes of recommendations of this Committee from its 4 December 2006 meeting on Waste Management and the ICT Outsourcing Contract, to Executive on 12 December 2006 were reported.

RESOLVED that this information be noted.

11/07 business improvement programme best value review panel

The minutes, recommendations and Action Plans arising from the Best Value Review Panel on the Business Improvement Programme for Planning and Housing Strategy held on 18 December 2006, were submitted for consideration.

The Panel had recommended that the Project Plans be approved and implemented, subject to satisfactory responses to Task Group Members’ questions about the information sent to applicants when applications had been deemed invalid and the scope for increasing the rate of charging for pre-application advice.

The Head of Planning and Housing Strategy attended the meeting and the responses to the questions raised by the Task Group were considered and discussed.

RESOLVED that Executive be recommended that the Project Plans for Planning and Housing Strategy be approved and implemented, subject to the charge per meeting for planning advice being increased to £150 where developments would be under 50 houses, and £250 for large developments over 50 houses, large office or hotel or developments of 10,000 square feet or more.

12/07 task group meetings 

A schedule of meetings undertaken and planned for Task Groups and other groups appointed by this Committee was submitted for the information of Members.

RESOLVED that this information be noted.

13/07 reports from task groups

1.
Housing Strategy 

The Chairman of the Task Group, Councillor Mrs J.M. Wood-Dow presented the minutes of the meeting held on 16 November 2006 and reported on the work of the Group. 

Two further meetings had been programmed for 24 January and 15 February 2007 and the final report would be submitted to this Committee at its 5 April meeting. 

RESOLVED that this information be noted.

2. Outline Budget Strategy 

The Chairman of the Task Group, Councillor F. Davies, presented the minutes of the meetings held on 10 October, 20 November 2006 and 4 January 2007 and reported on the work of the Group. 

RESOLVED: -

(i) that this information be noted and that this Task Group be reconstituted to continue its work following the Annual Council Meeting in May;

(ii) that Executive be recommended that the Strategic Director (Support) be asked to look at the necessity for topping up the pension deficit and report back to a future meeting; and 

(iii) that Executive be recommended that the Conquest research and presentation reported to the Task Group be given to Members.

3. 
Waste Management 

The Chairman of the Waste Management Task Group, Councillor Mrs P. Weston, presented the minutes and recommendations of the meeting held on 9 January 2007 and reported on the work of the Task Group.

Following the presentation of the minutes, the Committee had a wide ranging discussion on the work of the Task Group and the need for clarity of purpose and information to be presented at the Members’ Seminar on 8 February.

The Leader, Councillor G.S. Ceaser, summed up the current position with regard to waste management and recycling, commenting that he endorsed the work of the Task Group, which he felt was invaluable. The topic was constantly evolving and the Council would have to consider the options available as they arose. With regard to the pilot scheme he asked all Members to participate, be a critical friend and feed in the lessons learned in order that the scheme might evolve.  Area Forums would be used to inform the public as to where the Council was and where it intended to go in terms of waste management and receive their feedback. The scheme would continue to develop and evolve up to its introduction and beyond.

RESOLVED that this information be noted.

4.
Environmental/Street Scene Enforcement 

The Chairman, Councillor J. Fullbrook, reported that a meeting had been arranged for 1 February 2007. 

RESOLVED that this information be noted.

5. Leisure and Culture Strategy 

The Chairman of the Task Group, Councillor J.D. Packman, reported that a further meeting of this Group had been arranged for 21 February 2007. It was intended that a Draft Strategy would be presented to this Committee at its April meeting. 

RESOLVED that this information be noted.

14/07 WORK PROGRAMME 2006/07

The Committee considered its work programme for the remainder of the 2006/2007 municipal year. 

RESOLVED that the Work Programme as submitted be noted and approved.
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