MINUTES OF THE SPELTHORNE STUDENT COUNCIL 
18TH MARCH 2002
  
Present
  
	BISHOP WAND
Andrew Taylor
	ST. DAVID’S
Cassy Clarke
Emma Everitt
	SUNBURY MANOR
Simon Mihailovic
Samantha Oakley
  

	MATTHEW ARNOLD
Govinda Gill
Nicola Capon
Hayley Taylor
	ST. PAUL’S
Rebecca Elbourne
Sophie Wilsher
	THAMESMEAD
Jonathan Price
Alice Reeves


  
  
BOROUGH COUNCIL ATTENDANCE
  
Councillor Mrs D.L. Grant – Portfolio Holder for Youth Services
Brian Harris - Assistant Chief Executive
Trevor Baker - Committee Administrator, Corporate Services
Mandy Binley – Web and Communications Officer
Jean Collis - Web and Communications Officer
Clare Jarvis - Information Systems Support Officer
Kirsteen Roe – Arts and Heritage Officer
  
Apologies – Tyler McGee, Bishop Wand C of E
  
10/02     MINUTES
  
The minutes of the Meetings held on 14th January 2002 and 25th February 2002 were confirmed as a correct record.
  
11/02     STUDENT COUNCIL WEBSITE
  
One of the aims of the Student Council was to set up its own website. However, one of the problems encountered by Council Officers had been how this was to be hosted.  Spelthorne had agreed to host the Student Council site and develop it as a youth site with Student Councillors taking the lead.
  
Clare Jarvis, the Council’s Information Systems Support Officer gave an on screen presentation with a brief introduction as to what the Internet was, how it worked and what it was used for.
  
The government required local authorities to develop on-line services by 2005. This included such things as payment of Council tax on-line, filling in of forms, use of services and making the functions performed by Spelthorne accessible on-line. This was called the e-government initiative.
  
Spelthorne’s Web site was regulated by the government and the information presented had to be accessible in such a way as to make it available to all users whether they had ancient or the latest up-to-date equipment. This restricted some of the more flashier applications but the work that had so far been carried out on the youth and student Council web site was a departure from Spelthorne’s normal presentation but within government guidelines.
  
Clare demonstrated some of the web pages and the links that had been set up. One of the features was a noticeboard with an e-mail link to Trevor Baker, who would look at any messages and arrange to have them posted on the noticeboard. Any questions requiring a response from the Student Council would be forwarded to the appointed representatives and the replies sent back to Trevor who would arrange for them to be posted on the noticeboard.  The noticeboard could be used for communication purposes between students, ideas for web development, compliments or criticisms of the facility.
  
The Student Council was asked whether it wished to set up a group or groups to work with Trevor Baker and Mandy Binley, the Council’s Web and Communications Officer to look at clip art or the web pages and overall development of the web site.
  
Kirsteen Roe suggested that when the site went “live” it could be advertised in schools by the use of credit sized information cards.
  
It was AGREED that Simon Mihailovic, Jonathan Price, Gavinder Gill and Samantha Oakley be appointed to work on the development of the Youth and Student Council website and that the first meeting of the group be held on Monday 15th April 2002 at 4.00pm (Members to meet in the foyer of the Main Council Offices).
  
12/02     STUDENT COUNCIL SPOKESPERSON
  

Spokespersons were needed to act as a reference point for media enquiries from the local press and to answer questions arising from the Student Council e-mail and Noticeboard on the S C Web Site.

  

It was AGREED that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Student Council be appointed as spokespersons .

  
13/02     NEWS RELEASES
  
It was suggested that the Student Council appoint representatives to work with Brian Harris and Adrian Creek, the Council’s Public Relations Officer to issue News Releases about the work of the Student Council after each meeting. (Training would be provided).
It was AGREED that Jonathan Price, Samantha Oakley and Alice Reeves be appointed to issue News Releases and that Trevor would contact them and arrange for training.
  
14/02     STUDENT SHOWCASE EVENT – FEEDBACK
  
At the last meeting it was agreed that each Student Councillor would take the idea of a student Showcase event back to their own school and discuss it with an appropriate teacher and their fellow students and report back to this meeting.
  
There was a positive feedback from all those present at the meeting that the showcase event should be held.
  
It was agreed that the event would be held during the half-term in mid October at Spelthorne Leisure Centre and that schools would hold their own auditions in order to select their entries.
  
Each school could be permitted to enter up to three acts which could include one, any or all of the following categories; drama, dance or music.
  
The idea of making it a competition was agreed and sponsorship should be sought for prizes.  Judging would be carried out by the Student Council and it was suggested each school would provide a compere to introduce their entries.  It was suggested that Kirsteen Roe would prepare an outline plan together with Rebecca Elbourne, Sophie Wilsher, Simon Mihailovic and Samantha Oakley. Kirsteen indicated her willingness to visit each school to discuss the event with the appropriate teacher.  In the meantime schools should go ahead and plan their auditions for the event.
  
It was AGREED that the above group should meet on 29th April at 4.00pm in the main foyer of the Council Offices and that any other Student Councillor or student from participating schools be invited to attend.
  
15/02     YOUNG PERSONS AWARD SCHEME
  
At the last meeting it was agreed that Brian and Kirsteen would work on the scheme together, incorporating Student Council suggestions and submit a paper to this meeting.
  
Kirsteen had obtained details of the Sunderland Young Achievers Award scheme, which appeared to reflect the ideas and views expressed by Student Councillors in setting up a scheme for Spelthorne.
  
Student Councillors expressed the wish to get a scheme up and running this year and if possible to make the awards in December.
  
Kirsteen explained that this would mean a lot of work would need to be done quite quickly and suggested that a group be set up to progress the matter.
  
It was AGREED that a working group be set up comprising Simon, Jon, Nicola and Alice to work with Kirsteen and Brian on setting up a Young Persons Award Scheme to meet on 8th April 2002 at 4.00pm in the foyer of the main Council offices.
  
16/02     ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE–CHAIR
  
It was AGREED that Cassy Clarke be appointed Chairman of the Student Council to serve until July 2002.
  
It was AGREED that Jonathan Price be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Student Council to serve until July 2002.
  
17/02     THANKS TO SIMON MIHAILOVIC. 
  
On behalf of the Student Council the Chairman (designate) Cassy Clarke thanked Simon for his contribution during his period in office as Chairman of the Spelthorne Student Council.
 

- Spelthorne Student Council   
