COMMUNITY LIAISON COMMITTEE
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123/99
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 21st January, 1999 were approved as a correct record.

124/99
PRESENTATION - SURREY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TRAINING AND ENTERPRISE (CCTE) INITIATIVE

Mr Richard Wormell, the Chief Executive of Surrey Training and Enterprise Council, gave a short presentation on plans to form a Surrey Chamber of Commerce Training Enterprise initiative.  He reported on the progress being made with the proposal to establish a Surrey CCTE which would involve the merging of Surrey Chamber of Commerce, the Training and Enterprise Council and Business Link.  He outlined the programme to progress this initiative with the aim of achieving accreditation by the end of the year.  One of the main aims would be to provide a more integrated approach to building the Surrey economy with greater focus on the links between the business community and education.

In addition to the grant the Government, funding would also be sought from both national and European sources.

At the conclusion of the presentation, Members of the Committee took the opportunity of raising questions and receiving answers.  The Chairman, Councillor L.J.W. Burrell, thanked Mr Wormell for setting out the details of a very interesting and worthwhile partnership.

(In accordance with Standing Order 42(2) Councillor A.P. Phillips declared a non pecuniary interest in the above matter and remained at the meeting).
125/99
AREA FORUMS - PROGRESS REPORT

The Assistant Chief Executive reported on the progress being made with the establishment of the five Area Forums which cover Ashford, Shepperton, Staines/Laleham, Stanwell/Stanwell Moor and Sunbury.  He reported on the outcome of the first two Area Forum meetings held on 2nd and 3rd of February, 1999 when the main topic of consideration was the presentation by the West Surrey Health Authority on their "Setting the Scene" document.

It was noted that the Health Authority would be addressing the remaining Area Forums (Shepperton, Stanwell/Stanwell Moor and Sunbury) once their proposals had been formally published and during the statutory 3 months public consultation period. The initial publication date was the 12th April 1999 but for various reasons this may be delayed.

In considering the future format for Forum meetings, Members agreed that there was a need to have a main topic of consideration during the first part of the meeting.  The Members of the Committee expressed concern about the need for the Ward Councillors attending the Forum meetings to be given a higher profile and proposed that one way of achieving this would be for the Chairman to introduce the Councillors at the commencement of the meeting.

In order to enhance public awareness of the Forum meetings consideration was given to the ways in which meetings were advertised.  It was noted that details of arrangements were sent to organisations, published in the Bulletin, Web site and posters, but, if details were advertised via the local radio or local newspapers then a budget would need to be established.

It was agreed that:-

(i) the progress of establishing the Area Forums be noted; and

(ii) the outstanding Area Forum meetings be held, as indicated below, with the main topic being an address from the West Surrey Health Authority on their proposals.

Sunbury Area Forum meeting


Wednesday 26th May 1999


Shepperton Area Forum meeting


Thursday 27th May 1999


Stanwell/Stanwell Moor Area Forum meeting


Tuesday 8th June, 1999

126/99
SPELTHORNE COMMUNITY PLAN/CORPORATE PLAN

The Assistant Chief Executive reported that the Government White Paper "Modern Local Government: In Touch with the People" outlined the need for promoting the economic, social and environmental well-being of an area by way of a Community Plan both at District and County levels. At present there was no legislative requirement for the Council to undertake this function.

The Assistant Chief Executive also reported on the review of the Corporate Plan and identified those priority issues that could be addressed by the Council in 1999/2000.

It was agreed to:-

(i) note the current legislative position with regard to Community Planning;

(ii) agree the approach of a one year update to the Corporate Plan addressing the key issues facing the Borough Council in 1999/2000 as outlined in the report of the Chief Executive;

(iii) discuss with Surrey County Council the concept of Community Planning and how it can be adopted across the County in a way which recognises local priorities;  and

(iv) subject to the legislative position, agree the use of the Autumn round of Area Forums for consulting the communities on priorities for a Community Plan.

127/99
REVIEW OF APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS AND OFFICERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES

The Assistant Chief Executive introduced the report on the review of appointments of Members/Officers on outside bodies.  He explained the various categories the organisations fall into and the need to identify which of the organisations listed should be dealt with by this Committee and those to be dealt with by the Executive Committee.

The important issue of personal liability for Members appointed to outside bodies was considered as were the recent court decisions about indemnity against personal liability and the potential risks of personal liability for both Members and Officers. 

It was agreed that:-

(i) the appointments/liaison with the organisations set out in section b of Appendix A to the report of the Chief Executive be made by this Committee;

(ii) the Officers progress the options of Members meeting with local voluntary organisations and appointing individual Members of the Committee to act as a contact/liaison point with specific organisations;

(iii) the outcome of the investigations of (ii) above be reported to the next meeting of the Committee; and

(iv) the advice given regarding declarations of interest be noted and that revised detailed guidance on the duties and liabilities of representatives on outside bodies be circulated and included in the Members' Handbook.

128/99
SPELTHORNE CITIZEN'S PANEL

The Assistant Chief Executive outlined the proposals received from five Companies interested in establishing and operating a Spelthorne Citizen's Panel.  The report gave details of relevant expertise each of the Companies had in market research and the various methods of consultation that could be undertaken.  There would be a need to change the Panel members to ensure that it remained representative of the community as a whole.  The 1999/2000 Budget provision for the Panel was £26,000 and any expenditure would need to be contained within the budget.

The Committee supported the views of Management Team that, if the Council was to treat public consultation seriously, it was important to include methodology which was statistically valid and the methods selected would evolve with experience.

It was agreed that:

(i)
the quotation from NOP as outlined in paragraph 4.36 of the report of the Chief Executive be accepted, but, on the basis that overall expenditure be confined within the existing £26,000 Budget provision;  and

(ii)
the consultation procedures be reviewed in 12 months.

129/99
VENUE FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

It was agreed that future meetings of the Committee be held in the Council Chamber.

130/99
NHS DIRECT

The Chairman, Councillor L.J.W. Burrell, agreed that this item of business would be considered, as a matter of urgency, as a decision was required before the next meeting of the Committee.

The Assistant Chief Executive reported on the NHS White Paper committing the government to rolling out NHS Direct a 24 hour nurse led telephone advice line across the country by the year 2000.  Pilot projects have been established and operational since March 1998.  Currently East and West Surrey Health Authorities together with Surrey Ambulance Service and their counterparts in Sussex and Kent were working on proposals to introduce such a service.  To assist with the progress of the project local authorities were being asked to indicate whether or not they support the proposals.

It was agreed that support be given to the draft proposals for the introduction of NHS Direct in the South East Counties.

(In accordance with Standing Order 42(2) Councillor Mrs P.A. Smith declared a non pecuniary interest in the above matter and remained at the meeting).
