MINUTES OF THE SPELTHORNE STUDENT COUNCIL MEETING 
 
19TH MARCH, 2001
 
 
PRESENT:-
 
Natalie Kempton (Chair)
 
 
	BISHOP WAND
Sharmeen Ajaz
Natalie Kempton
 
HALLIFORD
Peter Croft
William Gould
 
	MATTHEW ARNOLD
Emily King 
 
SPELTHORNE COLLEGE
Hannah Jeffery
Vinetha Manthena
 
 
	SUNBURY MANOR
Tom Hayward
Simon Mihailovic
 
THAMESMEAD
Jonathan Price (Deputy)


 
BOROUGH COUNCIL OFFICERS
 
Brian Harris - Assistant Chief Executive
Trevor Baker - Committee Administrator, Corporate Services
Liz Borthwick - Head of Leisure Services
 
11/01      APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
 
Apologies for absence were received from Martin Bullen, Martin Cooper and Jessica Dennis. Emily King reported that she had replaced Daniel Batney as the Student Councillor for Matthew Arnold.
 
12/01      MINUTES
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 22nd January, 2001, were approved as a correct record.
 
13/01      UPDATE REPORTS FROM STUDENT COUNCILLORS 
 
 (i.)        UK Parliament for Young People - Friday 2nd February, 2001
 
It was reported that Casey Martin had been elected as one of the Young MPs for North West Surrey.
 
(ii.)        Visioning Day - Wednesday 7th February, 2001
 
Brian Harris reported that Student Councillors who had attended the Visioning day had created a good impression and that the Student Council had gained some prestige as a result.
 
Visit to Parliament
 
The local M.P. had been approached about a party of Student Councillors visiting the Houses of Parliament. He had set out three options for consideration.
 
RESOLVED that option two – special permit and official guide- be pursued for a visit after the end of examinations.
 
14/01      THE PLANNING PROCESS - CHELSEA FOOTBALL CLUB TRAINING ACADEMY PLANNING APPLICATION 
 
Mike Peters the Head of Planning and Building Control Services, explained how the Council dealt with Planning applications in order to achieve a balance between development and the environment. He illustrated this process by presenting a current planning application from Chelsea Village plc for consideration by the Student Council. This application would be considered by the Borough Council’s Planning Committee at a future date. Student Councillors were invited to attend the Planning Committee meeting on that date, and observe the procedures and discussions of the Borough Councillors.
A full set of documents and plans had been circulated to Student Councillors as an example of the paperwork that Borough Councillors had to deal with when considering such matters
Mike Peters identified, discussed and explained the key planning issues which covered Green Belt Policy and Issues such as noise/nuisance/disturbance to residential Amenity; Recreational facilities (Loss of Golf Course v Gaining Football Facility); Traffic Congestion/Overspill Parking; Floodlighting; and Landscaping.
Student Councillors then debated various issues and asked questions and sought clarification on a number of matters.
The majority of those present expressed an opinion in favour of such a development.
 
15/01      UPDATE - BOROUGH LEISURE & CULTURE STRATEGY 
 
Joy Standeven (Leisure and Tourist Research Consultant) on Spelthorne Borough’s Leisure and Culture Strategy sought the views of the Student Council on Leisure and Arts Provision for Young People in Spelthorne.
Student Councillors suggested that there should be a schools’ hour at the Leisure Centres where young people could go after school at a reduced rate. The facilities at Sunbury
Leisure Centre and the pool could be improved. There should be more organised clubs.
There were no facilities currently for concerts of any description or meeting places for social interaction for young people who wanted something more sophisticated than a youth club and who did not want, or could not go to a pub. There was general support for a Boxing Gymnasium.

Joy asked Student Councillors to let her have feedback on those consultations which had taken place within their respective schools.
 
 
16/01      SNAP CAMPAIGN 
 
At the request of Student Councillors, Jane Wright, of Surrey Crimestoppers, had been invited to give a presentation on the SNAP Campaign in schools.
 
She outlined the role of Crimestoppers which had originated in America in response to a robbery. A hot line had been set up to provide a means by which the public could give
information anonymously on or about this crime. The information about the hot line was
broadcast and 72 hours later the Police made an arrest as a result of information received. It also led to other information on crimes being given. The system spread in America and was later adopted in Canada, Australia and started in Britain in 1988
There was a National Body and 9 regions and Jane covered the area served by Surrey
Police. Callers were given a code number and a reward was offered for information leading to an arrest. Money could then be paid to any bank at any place and time and claimed using the code.
The SNAP Campaign (Say No to Drugs and Phone 0800 555 111) was specifically aimed at reducing the number of young people becoming involved in drugs. SNAP Dances had been piloted in the Guildford area and were a way to reach young people through music. There
was also a singer/songwriter who toured schools and had written a song entitled “Natural High” which was about using your own natural talents and creativity to enjoy yourself.
Eagle Radio had supported and promoted SNAP Dances which were about having a good time in a drug, alcohol and tobacco free environment.
There was a Web site http://www.readyforthethrill.com/ which gave more information.
In general there was support for SNAP Dances but it was felt there would be a need to have more than one dance in order to meet the musical requirements of everybody.
Jane agreed to explore the possibility of holding SNAP Dances in Spelthorne using local schools as venues.
 
17/01      CONSULTATION ON NEW POLITICAL ARRANGEMENTS
 
The Government had a general desire to modernise the way both Government and Local Government worked. As part of this it required all Councils to consider the way they
operated at a political level and make changes. The aim was to make Councils more
efficient and to increase their accountability to the community by making it clearer who was really making the decisions.
There were three options;
(i ) a Leader and Cabinet:
(ii ) a directly elected Mayor and a Cabinet or
(iii ) a directly elected Mayor and Council Manager.
 
All the options involved the Council (i.e. all Councillors and any elected Mayor) together making decisions on the budget and main policies. Responsibility was then split between those involved in making day to day decisions and recommending policies and those who ensured the decisions taken and the policies being delivered reflected what was best for the Borough.
It had not been possible to try out any of the options fully in advance. The only option which could be tried in any way had been the Leader and Cabinet option and the Council had been trialing arrangements quite close to this since late 1998. If the Council chose to adopt the Leader and Cabinet option the main difference from what was happening now would be that the Councillors who formed the Executive (i.e. the Leader and Cabinet together) would all come from the majority party group. At the moment decisions were made by an Executive on which all political parties were represented.
The Council intended to make a decision on which of the three options to adopt at the beginning of May. In reaching a decision it must take into account the views of the community and a consultation exercise was currently under way which would finish at the end of March. The Council would like to know what the Spelthorne Student Council thought about the three options available and any particular issues which the Student Council felt should be taken into account when new executive arrangements were being decided.
The Student Councillors expressed their preference in favour of a directly elected Mayor with a Cabinet but felt that such a system might lead to the Cabinet being ineffective in the face of a powerful directly elected Mayor.
RESOLVED that the views of the Student Council be passed to the Borough Council.
 
18/01      SPELTHORNE FESTIVAL 2001 
 
Brian Harris, Assistant Chief Executive, reported on Spelthorne Festival 2001, seeking the views of the Student Council as to whether it wished to be involved with events at the
Spelthorne Festival 2001. The Festival was scheduled from 9 - 17 June. There were a wide range of activities planned, many of them organised by community organisations within the Borough.
The main events the Council were organising were the Junior Fun Run and Teddy Bear’s Picnic on Sunday 10 June, and then the Open Air Music Festival on Sunday 17 June. In addition, the Council would have a stand at the Shepperton Fayre on Saturday 9 June.
Student Councillors discussed a number of options as to how they could become involved in terms of getting publicity for the Student Council.
RESOLVED that a Working Group be set up comprising Emily, Hannah, Simon and Tom to consider and recommend to the Student Council on ways in which the Student Council could become involved in the Spelthorne Festival.
 
19/01 PROJECTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

(i) Spelthorne Young Persons Award
This matter was being dealt with by Lizzie BuIIen.
 
(ii.)Social Event
 
RESOLVED that Tom and Hannah be asked to investigate and report back on the holding of a social event.
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