MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY LIAISON COMMITTEE

20TH JANUARY, 2000

Present:-

Councillor L.J.W. Burrell (Chairman) 

Councillor G.E. Forsbrey (Vice-Chairman)

	V. Agarwal

Mrs P.C. Amos

A.P. Hirst

Mrs M. Hyams


	Mrs G.A. Norcross (for J.E.H. Smith)

M.J. Paton

Mrs J. Ponton


	R.W. Sider

G.F. Trussler

R. Watkins



	
	
	


29/00 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor J.E.H. Smith.

30/00
SUBSTITUTION

Pursuant to Standing Order 55(10)(b) and (c) the Chief Executive reported that Councillor Mrs G.A. Norcross would be substituting for Councillor J.E.H. Smith for the duration of the meeting.

31/00
MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on 11th November, 1999, were confirmed as a correct record.

32/00
SURREY WASTE MANAGEMENT

The Chairman welcomed Sue Bishop, the Waste Minimisation Manager, from Surrey Waste Management who gave a presentation on the Company's targets/solutions for dealing with the County's waste.  The areas covered included recycling, landfill waste directives, consultation and environmental impact.

Surrey produces half a million tonnes of waste each year with 90% being landfill.  There was a great need to divert a large percentage of waste to recycling and other forms of waste treatments.  It was aimed to recycle 25% of waste by the year ending April, 2005 and the provision of sufficient infrastructure to serve the needs of the area for 25 years including the provision of sufficient landfill capacity.

To assist in progressing some of the objectives there was a need for local authority involvement in both individual and joint initiatives.  Initial discussions with the Council had been held to introduce incentives to encourage recycling schemes.  At present a community recycling network was active in Surrey via 'SCRAPP'.

Details of a 20 point plan to improve civic amenities sites including upgrading Charlton Lane site were outlined.  As part of an integrated waste management solution Surrey Waste Management was planning to construct two 'Energy From Waste' plants one in Redhill the other site at Capel.  Currently the scheme was out for public consultation, with public exhibitions being held.

A question and answer session was held at the end of the presentation.

The Chairman on behalf of the Committee thanked Sue Bishop for a very interesting presentation.

RESOLVED that:

1. the presentation by Sue Bishop, the Waste Minimisation Manager for Surrey Waste Management be received; and

2. the Executive Committee be informed that this Committee fully endorses the Borough Council working closely with Surrey Waste Management and Surrey County Council in order to achieve waste reduction/recycling targets referred to in the Surrey Waste Management Contract.

33/00
CONSULTATION ON KEY ISSUES AND PRIORITIES 2000-2001

The Assistant Chief Executive introduced the report on the results of the consultation on the Council's Key Issues and Priorities for the year 2000/2001.  The report covered the various public consultation exercises undertaken i.e. Area Forums, Business Forum, Panels and local organisations. The consultation identified significant support for retaining the current Key Issues of Community Safety, Community Engagement, Transport, Staines Town Centre and Modern Local Government.  The consultation also identified that an additional Key Issue be added to cover environmental issues.

A letter from the South East Region of the National Farmers Union (NFU) requesting consideration be given to the farming community was discussed.

RESOLVED that:

a. the report of the Assistant Chief Executive be received;

a. the letter from the South East Region of the National Farmers Union be referred to the Planning Committee for consideration;

a. the Executive Committee be recommended to include the following as Key Issues for the Council for 2000/2001:

(i) Community Safety

(ii) Community Engagement

(iii) Transport

(iv) Staines Town Centre

(v) Modern Local Government

(vi) Environment

34/00
SPELTHORNE RESIDENTS' PANEL

The Assistant Chief Executive reported on the results of the first full survey of the Residents' Panel.  The survey covered the following four main topics with 650 members of the Panel answering the full range of questions.

(i) Council Priorities and its Mission Statement, Changes to Local Government;

(ii) Traffic Calming;

(iii) Cycling Issues; and

(iv) The Spelthorne Festival.

General discussion took place on cycling issues and the concept of traffic calming.  It was noted that the Review and Scrutiny Committee had set up small Working Groups to look at the issues of traffic calming and cycling, with any results being reported back to that Committee for consideration.

RESOLVED:

a)
that the report of the Assistant Chief Executive be received;

b)
to recommend to the Executive Committee:

(i)
that the Council's Mission Statement, Vision and Values remain unaltered for the forthcoming year;

(ii)
the strong level of support for the rationale for the changes to the Council's business system and the importance attached to Community Liaison and public consultation/involvement be noted; and

(iii)
the very large measure of support for operating the Spelthorne Festival on its current basis be noted.

c)
that a report on this survey of the Residents' Panel be included in a future issue of the Borough Bulletin.

35/00
AREA FORUMS

The Assistant Chief Executive reported on the second round of Area Forum meetings which had discussed traffic and transport as the major issue as well as the Council priorities for the year 2000/2001.  A list of local topics raised at each Forum was attached to the report of the Assistant Chief Executive.  All Forum meetings had been well supported with the exception of the Stanwell Area Forum meeting.

It was suggested that at the next Stanwell Area Forum meeting the issue of Emergency Planning be one of the major topics of consideration.

Discussion took place on the need for further changes to the format of the Forum meetings to increase public awareness and attendance.   The layout of the meetings with the audience sitting in a U-shape with the Chairman sitting alone at the front with individual speakers coming to the front to raise their questions had been well received.  A suggestion for the public to submit their questions in writing at the beginning of the meeting was considered.

RESOLVED that:

a)
the report of the Assistant Chief Executive be received and the content noted;

b)
changes to the format of future Area Forums be made to include a role for County Council Members and Officers and a trial of breaking up part of the meeting into smaller groups chaired by individual Councillors;

c)
the Assistant Chief Executive to report to a future meeting of this Committee on the costs of advertising Area Forum meetings in local newspapers.

36/00
ISSUES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

a)
Primary Care Group

It was noted that arrangements had been made for Jillian Evans, Chief Executive of Surrey Thames Primary Care Group to give a presentation to the next meeting of this Committee.

b)
Area Forum Meetings

At the request of Councillor R.W. Sider, the Surrey Police be asked to give a presentation on their Policing style to the next round of Area Forum meetings.

c)
Environment Agency

At the request of Councillor A.P. Hirst, the Environment Agency be invited to attend a future meeting of the Committee, to give a presentation on the way the Agency controls rivers.

d)
Youth Facilities in Shepperton
At the request of Councillor R.W. Sider, the future provision of youth facilities in Spelthorne, in particular Shepperton be considered at a future meeting of the Spelthorne Borough Council/Surrey County Council Partnership Committee. 

e)
Spelthorne Youth Council

At the request of Councillors M.J. Paton and R.W. Sider, a progress report on the formation of a Spelthorne Student Council be submitted to a future meeting of this Committee.

