MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

20TH JUNE, 2002 
Present

Councillor A.P. Hirst (Chairman)
Councillor E. O’Hara (Vice-Chairman)
	L.J.W. Burrell
	Mrs G. Norcross
	T. Stubbs

	C.M. Fisher
	E.I.J. Read
	G.F. Trussler

	Mrs I. Napper
	J.E.H. Smith
	  


In attendance: Councillors G.E. Forsbrey and J.D. Packman
Apologies: Councillor Mrs H.E.L Mellett
Officers in attendance
  
Richard Fairgrieve – Director of Community Services
Joe Carter – Principal Engineer
Bob Coe - Assistant Chief Executive
183/02                        Condolences 

The Vice-Chairman, Councillor E. O’Hara, on behalf of the Committee, offered his condolences to the Chairman, on the sad loss of his mother.

184/02                        minutes

The Minutes of the meeting dated 16th May, 2002 were approved as a correct record.

185/02                        declaration of interest

Councillor E. O’Hara declared an interest as a Staines Commoner in the item on Common Land referred to in the Work Programme 2002/3.

186/02                        developments in staines town centre

Prior to the meeting Members had toured Staines Town centre to review the various developments that had been completed or were in the process of being carried out.

The Director of Community Services commented that the developments had major and long-term significance. The aim had been to achieve a balance between the MEPC development, the existing town centre and the riverside, that would create a pleasant and lasting environment. By the beginning of August, 90% of the work would be complete and it was expected that work would commence on the area behind the Town Hall /Day Centre in the autumn.

The Assistant Chief Executive informed Members that it had been estimated that the total amount of public/private investment in Staines Town centre was about £150 million.

The Chairman thanked Richard Fairgrieve and Joe Carter for an enlightening tour and their attendance at the meeting.

187/02                        WORK PROGRAMME 2002/3

The Assistant Chief Executive recalled that Corporate Target 10 required this Committee to agree a Work Programme for 2002/03 by June 2002.

During the discussion on the work Programme Members expressed their concern about the standard of grass cutting and maintenance of highway verges and asked the Portfolio Holder to convey these to the Executive.

RESOLVED:
(a)          That the Committee continues to develop and expand the approach to its Overview and Scrutiny role as outlined in paragraph 3.1 of the Chief Executive’s Report.

(b)          That the Committee favours working in small groups for suitable topics as mentioned in paragraph 4.3 of the Chief Executive’s Report.

  

(c)          That the Draft Work Programme for 2002/3 as submitted be approved. 

 

(d)           That the broad outline and purpose of work on the programme for the September meeting be approved subject to: -

  

1.      Air Quality being dealt with by reports from Officers; and 

2.      A site visit to Staines Moor being arranged prior to the meeting and Joan Gardham be added to the list of persons invited to attend the Committee meeting as a witness.

  

(e)
That a report be submitted to a future meeting identifying the authority responsible and duties in relation to “hedgerows” in Spelthorne.

