MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

20TH SEPTEMBER, 2001
Present

Councillor G.E. Forsbrey (Chairman)
Councillor A.P. Hirst (Vice-Chairman)
	C.M. Fisher
	Mrs G.A. Norcross
	E.I.J. Read

	Mrs I. Napper
	E. O’Hara
	J.E.H. Smith

	  
	  
	G.F. Trussler


  

Apology - Councillor L.J.W. Burrell
  

In attendance – Councillor A.W. Crabb
  
442/01  MINUTES

  

The Minutes of the meeting held on 28th June, 2001 were confirmed as a correct record.

  

443/01  the management of unauthorised camping
  

Overview. The Assistant Chief Executive introduced the Head of Environmental Health Services and the Head of Engineering (client), the Principal EHO, Gypsy Officer and Contract Officer. These were the Officers who dealt with travellers and unauthorised campers on a day to day basis as part of their duties and who would be able to answer Members’ questions. The Head of Environmental Services outlined the policy and procedure followed in removal of illegal encampments on private land in Spelthorne, the difficulties that were sometimes encountered during this process and the increase in the numbers of encampments over recent years.  

  

The Council’s Gypsy Officer also sat on the Surrey Traveller and Community Forum, which helped to identify and solve problems in Surrey.

  

The Head of Engineering advised of the procedure followed where encampments occurred on land owned by Spelthorne Borough Council and of the arrangements for clearing up the land which took place when encampments had been removed from such land. 

  

Discussion.  Members learnt that travellers were highly motivated modern business people using up to date methods of communication, targeting areas for work with leaflet drops and using agencies to advertise for work in press and magazines, in advance of moving into an area, carrying out the work and then moving on. It was also difficult to track them through the DVLC as many of their vehicles were either untraceable or fleet hire.

  

The Council managed one Camp Site at Littleton Lane on behalf of the County Council, which consisted of space for 10 families. There was a lack of land for either the expansion of existing campsites or the provision of new ones within the Borough 

  

It was suggested that the Council should prepare a check list for use by residents to assist in establishing the bona fides when faced with doorstep callers offering to carry out works such as tarmacing, tree felling or double glazing.
  
The Assistant Chief Executive stated that Surrey Trading Standards were involved with a similar project and suggested discussions be held with them to see if a joint approach could be adopted.

  
During the course of questioning the Officers it emerged that fly tipping and dumping of refuse sacks on sites vacated by travellers had increased, as it was known the site would be cleared either by the Council or owner of the land. It was believed that this was linked directly to the policy of the County Council, as Waste Disposal Authority, who charged for disposing of refuse at Charlton Lane tip, which encouraged residents and businesses to fly tip .

  
Members asked for a representative of the County Council to be invited to attend the next meeting of the committee to discuss this policy and for the subject of Fly Tipping and Abandoned Vehicles to be the main Agenda item for the next meeting.

  
RESOLVED: -    
  

(1)   That Officers investigate and report back to the next meeting on Surrey County Council’s policy and practice of charging residents for the disposal of certain types of rubbish at Charlton Lane, particularly with reference to the possibility that this may encourage fly-tipping.

(2)   That the topic of fly-tipping and abandoned cars should be the main agenda item for the next meeting.

(3)   That all relevant bodies, including Surrey County Council and the Environment Agency, be invited to attend the meeting.

(4)   That the report mentioned in (1) above be presented to the meeting.

(5)   That the Executive be asked to seek the appointment of a Member to represent the Borough Council on the Surrey Traveller and Community Forum

(6)   That the Executive be asked to authorise the Officers to write to the Home Office to seek clarification of Government Policy on invasion and occupation of both public and private land by travellers and the problems experienced by residents and costs incurred in cleansing land following occupation.

(7)   That discussions be held with Surrey Trading Standards about the problems of uninsured or unregistered traders and that a representative of Trading Standards be invited to attend the next meeting of the committee.

  

Declarations of Interest. None..
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