MINUTES OF THE SPELTHORNE STUDENT COUNCIL

20TH SEPTEMBER 2004

Present

	THE ASH TECHNOLOGY COLLEGE

Anthony Appleyard

Daniel Appleyard

Kathleen Dudley

Simon Lorch

BISHOP WAND

Andrew Taylor


	HALLIFORD

Liron Speyer

THE MATTHEW ARNOLD BUSINESS & ENTERPRISE COLLEGE

Jenny Pollitt

Rebecca Wright


	ST. DAVID’S

Sannah Malik

THAMESMEAD

Matthew Wilmot


Apologies: Jonathan Bolland

In Attendance: -

Borough Council 

Brian Harris – Assistant Chief Executive

Lisa Stonehouse – Health Promotion Officer

John Brooks - Assistant Head of Planning

Trevor Baker – Committee Administrator

Surrey Police

Peter Lacey –Youth Affairs Officer

35/04 ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICECHAIR

RESOLVED that Mathew Wilmot be elected Chair and Daniel Appleyard be elected Vice Chair of the Student Council for the time being.
36/04 MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th July 2004 were approved as a correct record.

37/04 YOUNG PEOPLE ACTION PLAN – SMOKING

At the last meeting, Lisa Stonehouse, the Borough Council’s Health Promotion Officer, handed out draft copies of the Young People Stop Smoking Educational pack intended for distribution in schools and sought Student Councillors views and asked them to consider what else needed to be included; who the best person in school was to hold the packs, such as the School Nurse, Administrative Officer or year teacher and what they thought of the pack generally.

Additional literature encouraging stopping smoking had been circulated with the Agenda.

Student Councillors expressed the following views on the literature presented.

· They were not convinced that Young People would take any notice of the literature, although it might be used by families to assist with persuasive argument.

· Young People would not use website addresses.

· Leaflets could be sent out with nicotine patches.

· Use shock tactics such as pictures of diseased body parts.

· If caught smoking in school there should be one-day exclusion with referral to a health visitor/councillor.

· There should be more checks on points of sale to ensure cigarettes are not being sold to young people.

· Penalty for selling cigarettes to young people under age should be more severe.

· Police should have power to take action against shops who sell cigarettes to under age young people rather than trading standards.

38/04 LOCAL DEMOCRACY WEEK 18-24 OCTOBER 2004
Trevor reported that St Paul’s Catholic College had responded to the Student Council/Borough Council invitation and Matthew Arnold was planning to hold their own event. 

39/04 LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

John Brooks, Assistant Head of Planning, gave a presentation on the Local Development Framework.

The government had introduced a new form of plan making called the Local Development Framework, which had to be adopted by March 2007 and would eventually replace the existing planning systems.

Current planning operated under the Planning Act of 1947. Prior to this, planning was unorganised and there were differing examples ranging from Workers towns, built around industries, to the garden cities movement such as Letchworth and Welwyn which played an important role in the development of modern urban planning theory and practice. The 1947 Act led to national, regional and local guidance on development.

The Local Development Framework would need to identify choices in order to balance the need for sustainable growth in housing, employment and shopping facilities against demands from developers, which put pressure on green belt open space.
There was a need to plan for the introduction of changes, such as the improvements to Staines High Street and the provision of the cinema complex, rather than let developments happen randomly. Regional plans had to be prepared 22 years ahead and local plans 15 years ahead.

The Local Development Framework plan 2007, would comprise maps and words, and would be about issues and choices.

The consultation process with local people would start with an item in the Borough Bulletin, delivered to 70,000 people, which included 900 groups/businesses. It would seek views on Housing to meet needs and space for business or employment such as Terminal 5 which would create 16k jobs and therefore a need to achieve a balance between housing, employment, traffic, amenities, congestion and pollution.

Flooding was another issue which affected 27% of the Borough, mainly Staines, and development had to be controlled in these areas so as not to increase or put new development at risk.

The consultation would ask what issues most concerned individuals and would seek their views on : -

Are there new land uses we should be providing for?

How can we balance the need for housing and employment?

How could the environment be better protected and improved?

How can we tackle congestion?

John concluded by inviting Student Councillors to visit the Council’s Web Site or complete the questionnaire in the Borough Bulletin.

40/04 POLICE LIAISON WITH SCHOOLS AND YOUNG PEOPLE

Peter Lacey from Surrey Police had recently taken up an appointment as the Youth Affairs Officer for Spelthorne.

The question of bullying in parks arose and Peter Lacey said that there was less trouble when the provision of facilities in parks for both young and old was balanced. The Borough Council and the Police were working together to provide facilities across the age ranges which could be monitored and controlled without adopting a heavy handed approach. 

The only reason that Police were more active in moving Young People on was because they were more interactive with the community where complaints had been received from residents. It was preferable that Young People should be allowed to use Parks and there were proposals to extend Park opening hours beyond dark, provide lighting to make areas safer and create specific areas where Young People could just hang out without being involved in an organised activity. These would be away from junior play areas and other facilities.

Four people had been recruited to police the Parks.

Student Councillors identified areas of concern and which they felt threatened their safety and security. Peter Lacey said that he would speak to the neighbourhood officers and draw these areas of concern to their attention.

When this matter had originally been raised Student Councillors felt that the local neighbourhood officers should have more contact with schools in order to raise their profile. If neighbourhood officers visited schools and made themselves known this could enable friendship and trust to be built up and enable young people to chat to the police both formally and informally.

The Chair, Mat Wilmot thanked Peter Lacey for attending the meeting. 

41/04 YOUNG PEOPLE PARTNERSHIP AND YOUTH COUNCIL

The first informal meeting of the Young People Partnership had been held on the 16th September to which Chair and Vice Chairs, both past and present of the Student Council, had been invited to attend.

Brian Harris reported that as part of the Best Value Action Plan, a Youth Council would be set up.

Your Shout 2 would be held on the 23rd October when it was hoped that elections would be held to appoint representatives to sit on the Youth Council.

Student Councillors were invited to attend this event which would run from 10am to 3pm.

The Youth Council would take over from the Student Council whose last meeting would take place on 29th November.

36/04 SPELTHORNE YOUTH AWARDS 2005

The present Student Council is unlikely to be around at the time of the award ceremony and the Youth Council will be asked if they wish to continue this project.

However, if the award ceremony is to go ahead in 2005 then a decision is required now as publicity material for the Borough Bulletin will need to be prepared and booking of the venue and funding and other arrangements will have to be put in place.

Student Councillors present felt that this event should continue and all present volunteered their assistance to help.







