                          MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
                                   23RD JANUARY, 2001

                                       Present:-

                          Councillor G.E. Forsbrey (Chairman)

    L.J.W. Burrell              A.P. Hirst              E.I.J. Read

    H.V. Drinkwater             Mrs I. Napper           J.E.H. Smith

    C.M. Fisher                 Mrs G.A. Norcross       G.F. Trussler

                                E. O'Hara

    42/01 WELCOME

    The Chairman welcomed Members from Basingstoke and Dean  Council  who  were

    attending  the  meeting  to  observe  the  Overview  and Scrutiny role of

    Spelthorne's new Business System.

    43/01 MINUTES

    The Minutes of the meeting held on 21st November, 2000, were approved as  a

    correct record.

    44/01 PRESENTATION BY THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

    The  Chairman welcomed Tony Proud, Customer Liaison Officer who gave a slide

    presentation on the work of the Environment Agency (EA) and  Trevor  Odell,

    Flood Defence Engineer.   

    The EA had been created in April 1996 when it took over the functions of the

    NRA. Its vision was for a better environment and sustainable future. The  EA

    was  divided  into eight regions based on river catchment areas. The Thames

    Region was based at Reading with an Area Office at Frimley. One of its  aims

    was to develop a better informed public and business through education.

    Its  functions  included  navigation on the Thames; monitoring high and low

    flows; boat registration and the licensing of moorings and landing  stages.

    It  promoted recreational activities on both its land and water, such as the

    Thames Path, and fishing. The EA advised on  fisheries  -  stock,  feeding

    management  and  other advice. It worked with the Salmon Trust to encourage

    support and sustain the return of Salmon to the Thames. One of its  leading

    functions  was  the  conservation  of  wildlife,  habitat improvement and

    creation.

    In the field of Flood Defence its aim was to protect people and property. It

    operated  the Thames Flood Barrier to protect London from tides affected by

    the lunar cycle and from surge tides. Protecting the flood plains was a  key

    role  by  a  regular programme of maintenance of weirs, locks, channels and

    banks.

    Water quality, which had been improving, was another  key  function  which

    linked  in  with the work of the Council's Environmental Health Service and

    the monitoring of industrial discharges. It also  licensed  and  controlled

    water  abstraction  (55  million gallons a day from the Thames) and oversaw

    waste disposal regulation.

    The EA and the Council had worked  closely  together  on  the  River  Ash

    Enhancement  Scheme which had received both local and National recognition.

    It was working with the Spelthorne Civic Pride Group to restore Laleham Pond

    and had worked with the developers in creating the Two Rivers scheme and had

    created a spawning Channel at Penton Hook.

    Next year the Agency would commence work on the flood alleviation scheme for

    Stanwell.

    The EA had been working with the Council and would continue to develop links

    and would be a participant in the development of  its  Community  Strategy.

    Other areas of liaison included contaminated land remediation.

    Trevor Odell, Flood Defence Engineer then answered questions from Members on

    flooding and the role of the EA in monitoring water  levels  and  creating

    flood defences.

    The  Director  of  Community Services also replied to Members questions on

    Spelthorne's response to recent flooding in the Borough.

    RESOLVED that Tony Proud and Trevor Odell be  thanked  for  attending  the

    meeting and their informative presentation. 

    45/01 AIR QUALITY - UPDATE (284/00)

    The  Assistant Chief Executive recalled that the 3rd stage of the Borough's

    review and assessment of air quality indicated that  national  limits  for

    nitrogen dioxide were expected to be exceeded in the year 2005 and, as such,

    it was necessary to declare an air quality management area(s) (AQMA).

    Following consultation with the public, the Executive resolved  to  declare

    the  whole of the Borough an AQMA and an order to this effect had been drawn

    up and had now come into force. 

    Detailed work on the production of an  action  plan  for  consultation  by

    December  2001,  to  ensure that levels of nitrogen dioxide throughout the

    Borough would be reduced to below that of the National limit by  2005,  had

    now begun. In addition there was a requirement to carry out a further review

    and assessment of air quality within the next 12 months.

    In order to make progress in  reducing  pollutant  levels,  Officers  were

    working closely with neighbouring Surrey and London authorities.

    RESOLVED that the report be noted.

    46/01 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

    (1)   Dangers  Associated with Magnetic Field Eminating from Overhead Power

          Cables and Mobile Phone Masts - The Assistant Chief Executive reported

          that  representatives from the National Radialogical Protection Board

          had been invited to give a presentation to a future meeting  of  this

          Committee, but had declined as they did not have the resources. He had

          contacted Royal Holloway College with a view to  finding  a  research

          student who was working in this area.

    (2)   The  following reports/presentations were requested by Members - Waste

          Recycling; Waste to Energy (Sheffield Scheme).

    47/01 NEXT MEETING

    The Assistant Chief Executive reported that it was intended to bring to  the

    next meeting a report on National Airport Policy.
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