MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

24TH JANUARY, 2002
Present

Councillor G.E. Forsbrey (Chairman)
  
Councillor A.P. Hirst (Vice-Chairman)
	L.J.W. Burrell
	Mrs I. Napper
	E.I.J. Read

	C.M. Fisher
	Mrs G. Norcross
	G.F. Trussler

	  
	E. O’Hara
	  


  

Apologies – Councillors Mrs H.E.L. Mellett and J.E.H. Smith
In Attendance – Councillor E. J. Searanke, Portfolio Holder for Environment and Planning
  
BOROUGH COUNCIL OFFICERS
  
Richard Johnson – Head of Engineering (Client)
Bob Coe – Assistant Chief Executive
  
19/02     MINUTES
  

The Minutes of the meeting held on 15th November, 2001 were approved as a correct record.

  

20/02     ISSUES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
  

(i)                 Disposal Of Fridges
(ii)               Infill of Mineral Sites – The Way Forward
Invite Ian Gray to give a presentation, Surrey County Council

iii)                Review of Parks (Environmental Issues)

Joint report to this and Community Committee

  

21/02     ABANDONED CARS
  

The Head of Engineering (Client) Services recalled that following a presentation on Abandoned Cars at its last meeting, this Committee deferred consideration of a DTLR Consultation Document, proposing changes to the way local district authorities dealt with abandoned cars, which had just been published 

  

The consultation sought views on proposals for immediate changes to the regulations, together with other short-term measures designed to give District Councils greater authority to deal with abandoned cars. The document also identified longer-term proposals concerning how the registration and licensing of vehicles were administered, to ensure that keepers of vehicles could not evade their legal responsibilities.

  

RESOLVED that the Director of Community Services and Portfolio Holder for the Environment and Planning be asked to respond positively to the proposals as set out below, but also proposing that any income raised from enforcement be retained by local authorities to fund the extra work necessary.

  

           That notice periods for removing vehicles under the Removal and Disposal of Vehicles Regulations 1986 should be at the shorter end of the proposal;

           That notice periods under the Vehicle Excise Duty (Immobilisation, Removal and Disposal of Vehicles) Regulations 1997 relating to the notification and disposal of unlicensed vehicles should be reduced;

           That subject to the provision of costs local authorities should take on the role of contractor for clamping and removing unlicensed vehicles, using those powers to remove vehicles;

           That the Government should take measures to allow local authorities easier, faster access to the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) vehicle records, for enforcement purposes;

           That the UK should move to a system of continuous registration;

           That keepers of vehicles should retain fiscal responsibility for vehicles unless they can demonstrate that they have notified the DVLA of the transfer or destruction of the vehicle and

           That procedures surrounding the transfer of vehicles should be tightened, with both parties being required to register the transfer.

  

22/02     WASTE MINIMISATION AND RECYCLING
  

The Head of Engineering (Client) Services gave a brief presentation on Waste Minimisation and Recycling in connection with a Government White Paper, which outlined details of grants available for implementation of new schemes or one off capital projects.

  

He believed that a significant proportion of the Council’s recycling target which had to be achieved by 2003, could be met without significant increased expenditure by expanding the Council’s recycling bank collection sites by ten.

  

RESOLVED to recommend the Executive that the Director of Community Services be authorised to apply for a grant to expand the Council’s existing recycling bank collection sites by ten.

  

23/02     REVIEW OF CAR PARK INCOME
  

The Head of Engineering (Client) Services reported that historically, car parking charges were reviewed every three years. The previous review had taken place last year. However, in view of the changes that were taking place in Staines, the Executive had agreed that charges would be reviewed again this year. 

  

During the road works, and with the opening of the Two Rivers car parks, there had been a significant drop in car parks’ income and the number of tickets issued.

  

The report and proposals had been considered by the Economic Committee at its meeting on 22nd January and its recommendations were reported for information.

  

This Committee was asked to consider the environmental impact that the charging proposals would have on the town. 

  

RESOLVED to recommend the Executive that the proposals as set out in the report of the Director of Community services be approved.
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