Agenda Item: 5

MINUTES OF THE IMPROVEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
24 MARCH 2010

Present:

Mrs J.M. Pinkerton (Chairman) 
Councillor Mrs M.W. Rough (Vice-Chairman)

Councillors: 
	Miss M.M. Bain
	Miss N.A. Hyams
	Mrs C.E. Nichols

	K.E. Flurry
	H.E. Jaffer
	


Apologies: Councillors Mrs E.M. Bell, Ms P.A. Broom. K. Chouhan, S.J. Fairfax, L.E. Nichols, S.J. Rough and G.F. Trussler
Cabinet Members in attendance: The Chairman had invited the following Cabinet Members to attend the meeting and take part in the discussions on those items relevant to their Portfolio.

Councillor F. Ayers Cabinet Member responsible for Community Safety and Councillor R.A. Smith-Ainsley Cabinet Member responsible for Planning and Housing.

81/10 disclosures of interest 

No disclosures were made.
82/10 MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 14 January 2010 were approved as a correct record.

83/10 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

The Chairman reported that in relation to the decision on Minute number 9/10 the Eco Park proposals for Charlton Lane a report on this matter was being submitted to the Cabinet at its June meeting.  The feasibility of the report being considered by this committee prior to it going to the Cabinet would be looked into.

Councillor Mrs C.E. Nichols raised again her request for a Task Group to look at the Eco Park proposals to be added to the Committee work programme. 

The Committee support the action being taken by the Chairman and agreed that if need be a special meeting of the committee be held or in the event a Task Group being established Councillor Miss N. Hyams indicated her wish to be appointed on to the Task Group

Members were reminded of the discussion held at the last full Council meeting when it was reported that Surrey County Council were in the process of working up detailed proposals with the intention of submitting a planning application in the near future.

The Chairman went on to report that in relation to Minute Number 11/10 the request for feedback and discussion on the work of the Outline Budget Strategy Task Group was not necessary as the matter had been considered at a Joint Scrutiny Committee meeting prior to the recommendations being submitted to the Cabinet.

84/10 ict outsourcing contract task group meeting -23 february 2010

An updated next steps report on the outcome of the task group meeting held on 23 February 2010, were circulated at the meeting.

RESOLVED to receive and note the information on the outcomes of the Task Group meeting held on 23 February 2010.

85/10 ict PRESENTATION

The Committee received a presentation from Helen Dunn the ICT Manager on the future direction of ICT in Spelthorne. She outlined the numerous ICT initiatives being introduced and how the service could be delivered post 2012 contract. A copy of the presentation is attached.
 The main areas of the presentation covered

· Implementing infrastructure ‘technology roadmap’ aimed at improving the efficiency of its hardware and software 

· Contract post 2012 including partnerships and shared services.

· Security issues including the installation of two new network switches (which control the flow of data and network traffic) a new firewall as well as the introduction of encryption of hard discs, external media (USB sticks, CDs and DVDs) and the use of dual factor authentication.

· The migration from Microsoft Office 2003 to 2007and arrangements for members to receive training via workshops once the laptops had been health checked.

· The software being used to update the Intranet (spelnet) and the website.

The Committee were pleased to learn of the success of the officers on the re accreditation of the Government Connection (CoCo) which means that the council has access to secure email and can send classified documents across the internet to other agencies.

During the discussion the ICT Manager agreed to circulate a copy of the technology roadmap project plan to all members of the committee.

To further assist the committee in the discussion the Chairman, Councillor Mrs Jean Pinkerton had invited the Cabinet Member responsible for this matter, Councillor Smith-Ainsley to attend the meeting and take part in the discussion.
RESOLVED to note the information presented to the committee and the action being taken to progress the matter. 
86/10 CABINET FORWARD PLAN AND ISSUES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

The Committee received the Executive Forward Plan covering the period up to 31 December 2010

87/10 WORK PROGRAMME 

The Chairman advised members that as this was the last meeting in the Municipal Year arrangements would be put in place for the Chairmen of the two scrutiny committees to meet to develop the work programme for the forthcoming year.  In support of this she invited members to put forward suggestions for matters to be considered for inclusion in the work programme. 

RESOLVED to note and approve the action being taken by the Chairman to progress the work programme for 2010/2011.

88/10 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Councillor K. Flurry suggested that consideration could be given to introducing a coffee shop in the main reception area of the Knowle Green Council Offices.
89/10 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that, under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12a to the Local Government Act 1972.
90/10 progress report and options appraisal on provision of asset management services at spelthorne borough council.

The Committee discussed the confidential joint report of the Head of Asset Management and the Business Improvement Manager on the progress of the partnering arrangements for managing and maintaining the council’s assets. In support of this the Head of Asset Management gave a powerpoint presentation and responded to questions raised by Members.
To further assist the committee in the discussion the Chairman, Councillor Mrs Jean Pinkerton had invited the Cabinet Member responsible for Asset Management, Councillor Ayers to attend the meeting and take part in the discussion
RESOLVED to recommend to the Cabinet that the decision of the Leader of the Council, Councillor John Packman, the Cabinet Member for Assets, Councillor Frank Ayers and the Chief Executive, Roberto Tambini to proceed with a partnering agreement with Runnymede Council be confirmed.

91/10 CHAIRMAN’S THANKS

As this was the last meeting in the current Municipal Year the Chairman, Councillor Mrs Jean Pinkerton, placed on record her thanks and appreciation to her Vice Chairman, Councillor Mrs M.W. Rough, Members of the committee and Officers for their support and contribution to the work of the committee.
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