SPECIAL PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT AND REVIEW COMMITTEE, 24 September 2008 - Continued


MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT AND REVIEW COMMITTEE

24 SEPTEMBER  2008
Present:

Councillor Ms P.A. Broom (Chairman)
	Councillors: 
	
	

	Miss M.M. Bain
	K.E. Flurry
	D.L. McShane

	K. Chouhan
	Miss N.A. Hyams
	M.T. Royer

	
	
	


Attendance

Surrey Primary Care Trust 

Douglas Roberts - Chairman

Paul Bennett – Deputy Chief Executive 

Karen Parsons – Associate Director of Commissioning for North West Surrey 

Steve Emerson – Procurement Manager
Lauren Ashton – Project Manager

Local Medical Council 
Richard Brown – Medical Director Surrey and Sussex Local Medical Council
Spelthorne Borough Council

Councillor Mrs V.J. Leighton – Portfolio Holder for Health and Independent Living

Roberto Tambini – Chief Executive

Brian Harris – Assistant Chief Executive

Liz Borthwick – Assistant Chief Executive 

Surrey County Council

Councillor Mrs Denise Saliagopoulos
APOLOIGES: Apologies were received from Councillor S.E.W. Budd (Vice-Chairman) and Councillors H.R. Jaffer, C.D.G. Kuun, Mrs M.W. Rough, Mrs C.E. Nichols, L.E. Nichols and C.V. Strong.
The Chairman had invited the MP for Spelthorne, David Wilshire and County Councillor Mary Angell, the Chairman of Surrey County Council Health Select Committee, but due to prior engagements they had both extended their apologies. Representatives from the Ashford and St Peters’ NHS Hospital Trust had been invited but felt that it would be inappropriate for them to attend the meeting due to the Trust likely to be bidding for the work at the new GP led Health Centre and had extended their apologies.
303/08 Disclosures OF INTEREST

Councillor K. Chouhan declared an interest because he is a retail pharmacist.
304/08 PROPOSED SPELTHORNE GP LED HEALTH CENTRE – ASHFORD HOSPITAL 

The Chairman, Councillor Philippa Broom, opened the meeting by explaining that this formal meeting had been called due to the numerous concerns members had received from residents about the impact the proposed Spelthorne GP led health centre at Ashford Hospital may have on the current local health services. 
To assist councillors, residents and stakeholders to have a clearer understanding about the plans to introduce a new GP led health centre and the impact the centre could have on existing services the committee specifically received information from:

Spelthorne Borough Councillor Mrs Vivienne Leighton, the Portfolio Holder for Health and Independent Living.
Surrey County Councillor Mrs Denise Saliagopoulos. 
Mr Paul Bennett the Deputy Chief Executive from the Surrey Primary Care Trust and other representative from the Trust who gave a presentation on future plans.  A copy of the presentation is attached.
Mr Richard Brown the Medical Director from Surrey and Sussex Local Medical Council who reported on the views of the local doctors. 
Following this input the committee asked questions based on the questions/concerns received from residents.  To enable a focus to be given to the questions and answer session the questions had been divided in to three main areas of: 
(1) Cost and benefits of the new GP led Health Centre

In examining the cost and benefits of the new GP led Health Centre the committee noted that the proposed new Health Centre was being paid for by new money direct from central government. It was confirmed that this new money could not be used to invest in existing GP practices and money used to finance existing GP practices could not be reallocated and used to fund the new GP led health centre. The Primary Care Trust had the ability to add funds in order to develop and extended specialised medical care services at the new centre.  

In addition it was reported that over £3million was being invested in Spelthorne to provide additional primary medical care services and that the Surrey Primary Care Trust supported both the re development of St David’s Heath Centre and the proposed GP led health centre at Ashford Hospital.

(2) Arrangements and facilities at the new GP led Health Centre 

In examining the arrangements and facilities that would be available at the new GP led health centre the committee noted that current regulations only allow patients to register at one GP practice at a time. Therefore it was up to local residents to choose whether to register with the new GP led Health Centre or to stay with their current practice. Residents who remained with their existing GP could continue to access the facilities provided at the walk in centre.

The new centre would be open from 8am-8pm, 7 days a week, 365 days a year but as with all GP practices, only registered patients would be eligible for home visits and that it would be the responsibility of the provider to set in place the arrangements to cater for this. It was also noted that it would be up to the Provider of the new centre to be innovative and imaginative in enhancing awareness /education on such issues as obesity / diabetics /drug and alcohol abuse.
(3) Impact on the present Health Centres in Spelthorne

In examining the impact the proposed health centre would have on present Health centres the committee noted that the service specification covered the commissioning of an integrated service with the existing walk in centre.  It was noted that this integration would enhance the services available to patients as well as providing them with access to an increased range of professionals and a vastly improved range of services. 

During the course of the meeting the committee obtained the following three key assurances from the Surrey Primary Care Trust that:
1. The GP led Health Centre would be paid for with ‘new’ money and not taken away from other health centres in Spelthorne.
2. That there would be no adverse effect on the existing excellent health provisions in Spelthorne; and

3. The Stanwell Health and Community Centre would go ahead as planned.

A copy of all questions received from residents together with the answers are attached
RECOMMENDATION TO THE EXECUTIVE that on the basis of the three above assurances provided by the Surrey Primary Care Trust, the proposal to situate a new GP Led Health Centre in Spelthorne be welcomed.

At the conclusion of the meeting the Chairman placed on record her thanks and appreciation to all concerned including Councillors, residents of the Borough who attended the meeting and submitted questions, representatives from the Surrey Primary Care Trust, the representative from the Local Medical Council and St David’s School for hosting the meeting. The Chairman also confirmed that the views already submitted by residents and any late submissions would be forwarded to the Primary Care Trust for a response. These together with the answers received to date would be placed on the Council’s website with any other relevant information and sent to the residents concerned.
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