MINUTES OF THE SPELTHORNE STUDENT COUNCIL WORKSHOPS

25TH FEBRUARY 2002

Present

  

	BISHOP WAND
Andrew Taylor
  
	ST. DAVID’S
Cassy Clarke
Emma Everitt
  
	SUNBURY MANOR
Simon Mihailovic

	MATTHEW ARNOLD
Govinda Gill
Nicola Capone
Hayley Taylor (Deputy)
  
	ST. PAUL’S
Rebecca Elbourne
Sophie Wilsher
	THAMESMEAD
Jonathan Price
Alice Reeves


BOROUGH COUNCIL ATTENDANCE

  
David Cobb – Leisure Development Manager
Kirsteen Roe – Arts and Heritage Officer
Brian Harris - Assistant Chief Executive
Trevor Baker - Committee Administrator, Corporate Services
Apologies – Councillor Denise Grant
5/02          LEISURE CENTRES – BEST VALUE REVIEW

Dave Cobb explained that the Council were reviewing the services provided at the Leisure Centres in order to ensure that Best Value was being achieved. The Council owned the buildings, which were run under contract by Sports and Leisure Management who provided staffing and were responsible for day to day operations.

  

As part of the Best Value Review there had been a focus group of non-users on 22nd January, to investigate why people did not use either Leisure Centre, and what would make them use them, to which members of the Student Council had been invited and had attended.

  

Brian Harris circulated copies of the notes, which contained the comments of the focus group and those of the Student Council who had attended the meeting. He said that as the notes showed, all comments had been reported, however unpalatable they might prove to the Council. The feedback would be acted upon in order to encourage and provide a service to attract young people to the Leisure Centres. 

6/02          activities and events in parks

Dave Cobb referred to the presentation and feedback received from the Student Councillors at the last meeting, on activities and events in parks and said that it was hoped to complete this review by the autumn. As part of the review a similar focus group to that which had been held on Leisure Centres would be set up and Student Councillors invited to participate.

7/02          student showcase

Kirsteen Roe, Arts and Heritage Officer, had been invited to the meeting to discuss the ideas put forward at the last meeting of the Student Council to hold a showcase event, to promote the talents of individuals and groups within the schools participating in the Student Council.

Following a general discussion there was broad agreement that schools should use their existing structure to select 2 or 3 of the best acts/performances/bands in their school, which would go forward as a Student Showcase event. This would be run by the Students themselves with minimal supervision from adults, although it was recognised that professional advice and assistance could be called upon if required, such as a music/arts/drama teacher as Producer. It was considered that the best time to hold such an event might be around the October half-term and that the event should be held in the Spelthorne Leisure Centre if the Borough Council agreed that it would let the Student Council have one of its allocated days free of charge.

  

The event would last for a day/half-day with a panel of judges either appointed by the school or made up of existing Student Councillors (one per school).

  

It was suggested that a well-known local personality from the world of entertainment might be asked to host the showcase but this would have to be at minimal cost.

  

There was a general feeling that there should be a charge of around five pounds per ticket. Student Councillors would have to promote the event within their own schools, liasing with their own teachers, and encourage fellow students and their families to attend 

  

It was AGREED that each Student Councillor would take the idea back to their own school and discuss it with an appropriate teacher and their fellow students and report back to the next Student Council meeting on 18th March.

8/02          student awards scheme

The Student Awards Scheme had been considered by the 2001 Student Council and a certain amount of work had already been carried out. Student Councillors felt that there were sufficient awards within the school system for academic achievement and that the new scheme should concentrate on personal achievements such as bravery or overcoming a disability and work in the Community. The assistance of local newspapers should be obtained to promote the scheme in order to give it the widest scope for publicity. The award ceremony should be a separate event open to recipients of an award, parents, friends and school friends. It was suggested that BP might be approached to see if they would sponsor the award ceremony by providing accommodation.

  

The Student Councillors would judge the entrants. The Mayor would be invited to attend the event 

  

It was AGREED that Brian and Kirsteen would work on the scheme together, incorporating Student Council suggestions and submit a paper to the next meeting of the Student Council.

9/02          next meeting

The next meeting of the Student Council would be held on Monday 18th March commencing at 4.15pm.

  

It was AGREED that the meeting be held in the Council Chamber.

  

  

All Student Council agendas and minutes can be viewed on the Council’s Website at www.spelthorne.gov.uk/web/council/committees/student-layout.html
  








Chairman 










18th March 2002

