MINUTES OF THE IMPROVEMENT & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

28 JUNE 2007

Present

Councillor Mrs P. Weston (Chairman)

Councillor C.D.G. Kuun (Vice-Chairman)
Councillors:

	F. Ayers
	M.J. Collis
	H.R. Jaffer

	Miss M.M. Bain
	C.A. Davies
	Mrs C.E. Nichols

	Mrs E.M. Bell
	Miss N.A. Hyams
	Mrs J.M. Pinkerton

	R.B. Colison-Crawford
	
	Mrs M.W. Rough


Apologies: Councillor H.A. Thomson 
In attendance: Councillors G.E. Forsbrey, L.E. Nichols, J.D. Packman and C.V. Strong 
Officers

Brian Harris – Assistant Chief Executive (People and Partnerships)

Richard Powell – Principal Committee Manager

Gill Hobbs - Committee Manager

220/07 minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 24 May 2007, be approved as a correct record.

221/07 OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY PROCEDURE RULES AND THE ROLE OF THE COMMITTEE

The Assistant Chief Executive gave a brief Powerpoint presentation on the role of the Committee and outlined the Overview and Scrutiny procedure rules.
222/07 outcomes of recommendations to Executive 

The outcomes of recommendations of this Committee from its 26 April 2007 meeting on the draft revised Housing Strategy Action Plans 2007-2009, the Leisure and Culture Strategy 2007-2012 and a procedure for the submission of written recommendations, to Executive on 17 April 2007 were reported.

The Assistant Chief Executive advised that the question and answer paper on the review and update of Housing Strategy 2007-2009, as reported to this Committee at its 5 April meeting would be circulated to all Members shortly.

RESOLVED that this information be noted.

223/07 WORK PROGRAMME 2007/08

The Committee considered its work programme for the 2007/2008 municipal year and appointment/reappointment of members to existing Task Groups. 

RESOLVED 
a) That the Work Programme for the 2007/2008 meetings, as submitted, be approved

b) That a report on the revised Crime and Disorder Strategy be brought to the 11 October meeting.

c) That a presentation on the Grounds Maintenance Contract be included in the Work Programme for the 17 January meeting.

d) That Councillors C. D.G. Kuun, Mrs C. Nichols and C.A. Davis be appointed to serve on the Outline Budget Strategy Task Group together with 3 members from the Performance Management and Review Committee.

e) That Councillors R.B. Colison-Crawford, M.J. Collis, N.A. Hyams, H.R. Jaffer and Mrs M.W. Rough be appointed to serve on the Grants Task Group which would recommence work from September 2007.

f) That Councillors M.J. Collis, C.A. Davis, Mrs C. Nichols, Mrs M.W. Rough and Mrs P. Weston be appointed to serve on the Waste Management Task Group and Councillor G.F. Trussler be co-opted because of his previous experience on the Task Group. 

g) That appointment to the ICT Outsourcing Contract Task Group be deferred until the 17 April 2008 meeting. 

h) That consideration of the Environment/Street Scene Enforcement Task Group be deferred until the Head of Communications and Community Safety had reported to the 11 October meeting.

i) That Councillors Miss M.M. Bain, Mrs E.M. Bell, M.J. Collis, Mrs J. Pinkerton and Mrs P. Weston be appointed to serve on the Best Value Business Improvement Panel. 

224/07 ISSUES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

Members discussed possible issues for future meetings, including:

Airtrack  

Members of the Committee voiced concern that they should be involved in the issue of Airtrack at the earliest stages. Councillor Packman, Leader of the Council, advised that until funding for this project was approved by Government there was no point in the Committee considering the issues but reassured members of the Committee that the Council would start investigating the scheme as soon as it was given the go ahead.

Fit for the Future

The Assistant Chief Executive advised that formal consultation on the Fit for the Future programme had been deferred until Sept-Dec 2007 and that following this it was envisaged that the Council would host two public information events and then a scrutiny event which would involve joint working by the two Overview and Scrutiny Committees.

Spelthorne College

The Chairman asked Councillor Mrs J.M. Pinkerton, the Council’s representative on Spelthorne College Corporation, to bring a report to the Committee at a future date.

Choice Based Lettings

The Assistant Chief Executive advised that Spelthorne Borough Council were leading a partnership with Runnymede BC and Elmbridge BC on this issue and that it would be better dealt with by the whole Committee rather than a Task Group.

Smokefree Legislation

A member raised a query on the Council’s approach to enforcing the smoke free legislation, which Members wished to be supportive and educational. An item addressing this issue was included in the Member’s Information Bulletin (MIB) of 29 June.
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