MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

28th JUNE, 2001
Present

Councillor G.E. Forsbrey (Chairman)
  
	C.M. Fisher
Mrs H.E.L. Mellet
  
	Mrs I. Napper
Mrs G.A. Norcross
E. O’Hara
  
	E.I.J. Read
G.F. Trussler
  


330/01.                      apologies for absence 
  

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors L.J.W. Burrell, A.P. Hirst and J.E.H. Smith.

  

331/01.                      minutes 
  

The Minutes of the meeting held on 31st May, 2001 were approved as a correct record.

332/01.                      WASTE AND RECYCLING STRATEGY
The Head of Client Services recalled that Local Authorities, such as Spelthorne, were responsible for collection of household waste, trade waste (on request and at customers’ cost) and recyclables. Surrey County Council were the waste disposal authority and provided the tipping facility. The Government imposed a tax of £17.00 for every tonne disposed of to landfill.
He then outlined the current means of collecting refuse and recyclable materials and informed members of the emerging waste strategy which was being prepared in response to the Government’s Waste Strategy 2000.
An EC Landfill directive would take effect in July 2001. Under this directive, the Government had made a commitment that by 2010, biodegradable municipal waste sent to landfill would be reduced to 75% of 1995 levels. In order to achieve this, the Government had published the Waste Strategy 2000, which set out a strategy for sustainable waste management for the next 20 years, and included recycling targets ( including composting of green waste ) for every Local Authority in England and Wales.
The targets for Spelthorne were to recycle or compost 22% of all household waste by 2003/4 and 33% by 2005/6. Spelthorne currently achieved a recycling rate of around 14%. These figures were statutory Best Value performance targets.
Surrey University was currently conducting a Waste Attitude Survey on behalf of the County Council and the districts. The first part interviewed residents visiting Civic Amenity sites in the County and had almost been completed. The second phase involved random mailing of surveys to residents and would begin in June. When the results had been assimilated, the types of facilities and range of materials that residents wished to recycle would be known. These findings would be incorporated into Spelthorne’s waste and recycling strategy. 
Surrey Waste Management were contracted to provide a Materials Recycling Facility at Charlton Lane Civic Amenity Site for mixed recyclables by 2003. To meet longer term targets, Spelthorne would need to introduce a seasonal kerbside collection of green waste to be centrally composted. However, the main obstacle to this service was the lack of composting sites in the proximity. Surrey County Council as the disposal authority would be urged to address this problem urgently
The current refuse collection contract ran until 2003 and there would be an opportunity to integrate recycling elements into the new contract at this time.  
Financial implications were variable depending on the type of scheme but it was broadly accepted that £50 to £60 per tonne would be added to the cost of household collection which was currently set at around £28.38. The increase could partly be offset by claiming recycling credits from Surrey County Council, the rate for which was currently around £33 per tonne for glass, textiles, paper, cans, plastics and green waste. 
It might also  be possible to apply for Entrust money (i.e. from landfill tax) to help with part of the start up costs of some schemes, although it must be stressed that success in such applications was variable and Spelthorne would still be required to fund 10% of any scheme, which must be sustainable in the long term.
RESOLVED to recommend the Executive that this Committee considered the Waste Strategy for Spelthorne should include the following, some of which could be set as targets in the new refuse collection contract:
  
(a)                Refuse collection ceases to be collected from any nominated point but is removed from a common collection point, i.e. at the front door or front gate etc. in order to improve consistency of collection and ensure compatibility with kerbside collection schemes, subject to suitable provision being made for disabled and elderly frail persons

(b)                To provide or nominate a suitable receptacle which enables an attempt to be made to control the amount of waste collected and in turn encourage residents to recycle;

(c)                 Retain current kerbside fortnightly paper collection but day of collection to be revised to coincide with other door to door collections; 

(d)                Introduce door to door collection of dry recyclable material such as plastics, cans and textiles using a box or other suitable receptacle.(Glass would not be collected kerbside because of safety concerns for operatives); 

(e)                Commence kerbside, seasonal, fortnightly collection of green waste, possibly changing the current green sacks to clear, biodegradable ones, subject to Surrey County Council introducing centralised composting facilities;

(f)                  Retain and, where appropriate, expand the size and number of current “bring sites” in the borough; 

(g)                Work with Surrey Waste Management to promote waste minimisation, with particular emphasis to local schools; and 

(h)                Work with Surrey Waste Management to ensure the materials recycling facility at Charlton Lane, due in 2003, is constructed. 

  

The Committee further resolved to recommend to the Executive that the Environment Committee be given responsibility for developing the new Waste Strategy for Spelthorne, and for submitting the final version of the Strategy to the Executive for approval.

333/01.                      PERFORMANCE OF STREET CLEANSING CONTRACT
  

The Head of Client Services reported that the current Street Cleansing Contract had been won by the Council’s DSO at the beginning of August 2000 and additional cleansing resources had now been allocated to the main shopping areas.
  
The standards adopted for assessing the contract had been based upon the Environmental Protection Act 1990 Litter and Refuse Code.
  
Spelthorne had the highest tonnage of street debris per resident of any District in Surrey with around 4,000 tonnes of litter and debris being cleared from roads each year but was comparable to adjoining London Boroughs.  
  
A major problem at present was the escalating reports of fly tipping in various locations within the Borough. Fly tipping took valuable resources from routine cleansing operations. Random CCTV coverage of vulnerable areas was being introduced and it was hoped to be able to prosecute offending fly tippers.
  
The Head of Client Services was satisfied that the Contractor had been carrying out the contract in accordance with the specification requirements. Continuous improvement was required under Best Value, and areas for improvement were constantly being sought to improve service. A further annual report would be submitted to this Committee in June 2002.

  
RESOLVED that the above report be noted.  

  

334/01                     DANGERS ASSOCIATED WITH MAGNETIC FIELDS EMANATING FROM OVERHEaD POWER CABLES AND MOBILE PHONE MASTS
  

The Assistant Chief Executive reported that the Head of Planning and Building Control Services had made contact with someone who was prepared to talk to the Committee about the above-mentioned subject. It was likely that a joint meeting of this and the Planning Committee would be called to receive a presentation on this matter.
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