                          MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

                                    29TH JUNE, 2000
                                       Present:-

                          Councillor G.E. Forsbrey (Chairman)

                         Councillor A.P. Hirst (Vice-Chairman)

    L.J.W. Burrell              Mrs I. Napper           J.E.H. Smith

    H.V. Drinkwater             Mrs G.A. Norcross       G.F. Trussler

    C.M. Fisher                 E.I.J. Read

    279/00    APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE

    An apology for absence was received from Councillor E. O'Hara.

    280/00    MINUTES

    The Minutes of the meeting held on 18th May,  2000,  were  approved  as  a

    correct record.

    281/00    WORKING ARRANGEMENTS AND WORK PROGRAMME

    The Assistant Chief Executive outlined the topic areas to be covered by the

    Committee, its role and suggestions for its Work  Programme  2000/01.   The

    Committee discussed proposals for working arrangements.  Members agreed that

    it would be useful and productive to form small Working Groups, from time to

    time,  to  look at specific topics under the Committee's terms of reference

    and to invite people from outside  the  Council  to  make  presentations,

    contribute  information,  views  or  answer questions on matters where the

    Committee was looking at organisations  and  issues  other  than  Borough

    Services.

    The Committee considered whether Working Groups should report directly to

    the Executive or the Committee.  The general view was that whenever possible

    such  Groups should report back to this Committee but could report direct to

    the Executive dependant on time scales and limits.

    RESOLVED :-

    (i)   that the outline Work Programme as set out in Appendix 3 to the  Chief

          Executive's Report for 2000/01 be approved;

    (ii)  that  the  Committee  agrees with the general outline of the Working

          arrangements and favours the use, from time to time, of small  Working

          Groups  to  look  at  specific  issues relevant to its functions as

          indicated in Appendices 1 and 2 of the Chief Executive's Report;

    (iii) that consideration be given to establishing a  formal  structure  for

          reporting  information and issues arising from and raised by the Area

          Forums; and

    (iv)  that the Highways Agency be added to the list of bodies  external  to

          the  Council to be invited to meetings of the Committee on appropriate

          occasions.

    282/00    APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES

    Representatives were sought to serve on the following outside bodies.  With

    reference  to  the Thames Water Utilities Local Liaison Group the Assistant

    Chief Executive explained that numerous attempts to contact the Group   had

    failed to elicit a response.

    RESOLVED:-

    (i)   that  the  following  Councillors  be  appointed  to  serve on the

          undermentioned outside bodies until June 2001:-

    
(1)   COLNE VALLEY PARK STANDING CONFERENCE

          Councillor J.M. Paton  

    
(2)   HEATHROW AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

          Councillor G.S. Ceaser and Deputy Councillor  G.F. Trussler

    
(3)   HEATHROW AIRPORT FOCUS FORUM

          Councillors Mrs G.A. Norcross and Mrs P.A. Smith

    
(4)   JOINT BOROUGHS LIAISON PANEL

          Councillor Mrs D.L. Grant

    
(5)   LOCAL AUTHORITIES AIRCRAFT NOISE COUNCIL

          Councillors G.S. Ceaser and T. Stubbs  

    
(6)   M25 CONSORTIUM

          Councillor H.V. Drinkwater 

    
(7)   SURREY MINERALS AND WASTE DISPOSAL FORUM

          Councillors L.J.W. Burrell, G.S. Ceaser, E.J. Searancke  and  Mrs  P.

          Weston

    (ii)   that  no  appointments  be made to the Thames Water Utilities Local

          Liaison Group.

    283/00    APPOINTMENTS TO SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

    Nominations were sought from Members who wished to serve on the  Environment

    and Health and Community Care Special Interest Groups.

    With  regard to the Health and Community Care Group there was an overlap of

    responsibility between this Committee and  the  Community  Committee.  The

    latter had agreed to share nominations with this Committee.

    RESOLVED:  that  the  following  Councillors  be appointed to serve on the

    undermentioned Special Interest Groups:-

    Environment 

    Councillors G.E. Forsbrey, C.M. Fisher, A.P. Hirst, J.E.H. Smith  and  G.F.

    Trussler.

    Health and Community Care

    Councillors C.M. Fisher, Mrs I.Napper and Mrs G.A. Norcross.

    284/00    AIR QUALITY

    The Head of Environmental Services recalled that the results of Spelthorne's

    third stage of review and assessment of air quality indicated that, in  the

    year  2005, levels of nitrogen dioxide were predicted to exceed levels laid

    down in the National Air Quality Strategy.

    The Government had made it  clear  that,  where  likely  excedences  were

    predicted  in  the  year  2005, Local Authorities must propose an area, or

    areas, to be declared as an air quality management area (AQMA).  

    On 6th June, 2000, the Executive had agreed to consult  the  public  about

    declaring the whole of the Borough as an AQMA.

    Following  this  declaration  a further assessment of air quality would be

    undertaken to identify how great an improvement would be   needed  and  the

    extent  to  which  different  polluting sources contributed to the overall

    pollution level. A draft action plan would then be  drawn  up  to  achieve

    improvements, followed by a further consultation prior to implementation.

    Consultation  would  be  completed by the beginning of October and results

    presented to Members in  order  to  enable  the  proposed  AQMA,  or  an

    alternative,  to be formally declared in time to meet the statutory deadline

    at the end of October 2000.

    Members then had a wide ranging discussion about the causes of pollution and

    supporting  evidence.  Concern was also expressed over the powers that local

    authorities would have to deal with those who generated pollution  and  how

    such polluting activity could be abated.

    RESOLVED that this information be noted.

    285/00    TIMING AND VENUE OF FUTURE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

    RESOLVED  that meetings of the Environment Committee normally be held in the

    Council Chamber, commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

    286/00    ISSUES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

    Councillor Burrell asked for a presentation to be made to the Committee  by

    the Borough Council's Building Control Section on Home Energy conservation.
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