MINUTES OF THE SPELTHORNE STUDENT COUNCIL

29TH MARCH 2004

Present

	ASHFORD HIGH

Daniel Appleyard

BISHOP WAND

Matthew Raj

Andrew Taylor
	SUNBURY MANOR

Gary Broughton
THAMESMEAD

Abby Taylor

Matthew Wilmot


In Attendance

	ASHFORD HIGH

Anthony Appleyard


	MATTHEW ARNOLD

Sally Fletcher

Rebecca Wright



	HALLIFORD

Jonathan Bolland

Liron Speyer


	ST. PAUL’S

Michael Sharp ( Deputy)

Shaphar Mc Rury (Deputy)




Apologies: Ross Grant – Thamesmead, Simon Mihailovic – Sunbury Manor

BOROUGH COUNCIL ATTENDANCE

Brian Harris – Assistant Chief Executive

Trevor Baker – Committee Administrator

9/04 MINUTES
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The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd February 2004 were approved as a correct record.

10/04 SPELTHORNE YOUTH AWARDS 
The Award Ceremony was attended by around one hundred and twenty plus people, including the High Sheriff of Surrey, Andrew Wates, the Mayor of the Borough of Spelthorne, Councillor Gerry Ceaser, Borough Councillors, Sponsors of the Awards and family and friends of the nominees.

All sixteen nominees, of which five were short-listed, attended the Ceremony. 

Abby Taylor and Simon Mihailovic jointly presided over the opening of the Ceremony and introduced nominees onto the stage where the Mayor presented them with their Certificates. During the intervals, two pianists from Halliford School and Afro-Deziak from Thamesmead, performed and entertained the audience. 
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Brian Harris then introduced and interviewed the short listed nominees who were presented with Certificates, a cheque for £25 and an engraved trophy by the High Sheriff, Andrew Wates. 
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A panel of Student Councillors comprising of Simon Mihailovic, Abby Taylor and Gary Broughton chose the overall winner, Simon Cook, for personal bravery. He was presented with a giant cheque for £25 by the High Sheriff. Last year’s winner, Laura Hanson then presented him with the Spelthorne Youth Award Challenge Trophy. Simon was a student at Matthew Arnold School. 

Brian commented that the involvement of Student Councillors in the event had been disappointing.

The feedback from Student Councillors on the award ceremony was very positive. 

The Mayor had been interviewed by the Staines and Ashford newspaper and Students described the article as complimentary. Brian reported that he had also received a letter from the Mayor expressing his thanks.

The financial report setting out the costs incurred in running the Ceremony was submitted and noted.

RESOLVED that the Spelthorne Youth Awards be held again in 2005.

11/04 LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP (LSP) ASSEMBLY

There would be a local strategic partnership meeting on Monday 10th May 2004, which involved the Borough Council, Surrey County Council, Surrey Police and North Surrey PCT. Volunteers from the Student Council were invited to attend and to make a presentation. 

The event would take place from 10am to 3pm at Spelthorne Leisure Centre and would involve an update on the implementation of the Local Community Plan on such issues as Transport and Crime and Disorder. Last year Student Councillors participated and their comments and views had been taken into account in the formulation of the Community Plan. 

Brian reported that Student Councillors would need to obtain consent from their school before attending this event.

All Student Councillors present at the meeting indicated that they would be interested in attending.

RESOLVED 

1. that Brian would write to all Student Councillors with details of the event and also inform Head teachers; and

2. that Student Councillors who had indicated their willingness to volunteer would approach their link/head teacher for permission.
12/04 ANNUAL REPORT

The annual report on Student Council activities which the Student Council had been involved in or consulted about during 2003/04 was received and noted. 

13/04 SPELTHORNE STUDENT COUNCIL - REVIEW OF OPERATION 2003/4
Student Councillors were generally happy with the way in which the Student Council had operated over the past year.

Brian reported that the base of the Student Council was likely to be expanded as a result of the Best Value Review of young people services and that it would probably become a Youth Forum.

14/04 PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES

[image: image4.wmf]Certificates were presented to Daniel Appleyard, Matthew Raj, Andrew Taylor, Rhia Roy, Najia Sultan, Pooja Patel, Simon Mihailovic, Gary Broughton, Ross Grant, Abby Taylor and Matthew Wilmot who served on the Student Council during 2003/04 and who had attended three or more meetings.

SPELTHORNE STUDENT COUNCIL 2004/5:

Present:

	ASHFORD HIGH

Anthony Appleyard

Daniel Appleyard

BISHOP WAND

Andrew Taylor


	HALLIFORD

Jonathan Bolland

Liron Speyer

MATTHEW ARNOLD

Sally Fletcher

Rebecca Wright


	ST. PAUL’S

Michael Sharp ( Deputy)

Shaphar Mc Rury (Deputy)

SUNBURY MANOR

Gary Broughton

THAMESMEAD

Matthew Wilmot


In attendance: Matthew Raj – Bishop Wand

15/04 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRPERSON
RESOLVED that Andrew Taylor be elected Chair of the Spelthorne Student Council until July, 2004

16/04 APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRPERSON
RESOLVED that Matthew Wilmot be appointed the Vice-Chair of the Spelthorne Student Council until July, 2004.

17/04 BEST VALUE REVIEW OF YOUNG PEOPLE
Brian Harris introduced Nigel Lynn the Borough Council’s Strategic Director (Community) who gave a presentation on the Best Value Review of Young People.

What are issues for young people

[image: image5.wmf]NOP asked young people between the ages of 13 and 15, parents of 5-8 year olds and adults with Learning Difficulties up to age 25.  These are some of the things they came up with: - 

· We don’t ask or listen often enough

· Consult them about playgrounds

The following themes occurred throughout all 
age groups

· Personal Safety

· Transport facilities

· Information

He circulated copies of the feedback from the “Your Shout” event held on 20th February and run by Office of Public Management which posed the questions “ Where are we now?” “Where do we want to be?” and “How do we get there?” and had been attended by 50 young people, one of which was Student Councillor Simon Mihailovic.

There was a Big Brother room and a graffiti board so that young people could write and say what they thought. Here’s a few of the issues they put: -

· They feel unsafe on buses, when they’re walking about and because of gangs.

· They are also fed up of being moved on 

· They also talked about bullying and bullying on school buses

PROBLEMS WITH THINGS TO DO: -

· Not enough places to eat and things to do nearby for teenagers

· Not enough arts

· There are only parks for younger children, but none for us

· Need shelters and more places to hang out

· Some ideas for new facilities were skating, bowling, skateboard park, skateboard 2 million,

· More locally based youth clubs

· [image: image6.wmf]Activities in youth clubs could be better

TRANSPORT: -

· Bus and train fares are too high 

· They feel safe on buses but not trains

· Buses – bus drivers have bad attitude and can be rude 

· They also complained about bullying on school buses

· Young mothers with buggies and wheelchair users can have trouble– this could be improved by better pavement access.

· Discounted fares

· Age ID cards

INFORMATION
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Health information is lacking outside schools

· They need information on rights of young people – there is a lack of knowledge about what to do if in trouble or how to get help

· What is connexions? – perceived as careers based

· Issue for LSP Partners PCT

· Would like to have more information on Saturday jobs

· Youth Centres are seen as suitable place for an information centre

SAFETY 

· Worried about walking down alleyways, walking home in dark hours,

· [image: image8.wmf]There is CCTV only in certain places.

· They would like more CCTV

· Would like more Police on streets and Park Wardens.

18/04 LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP (LSP) ASSEMBLY

There would be a local strategic partnership meeting on Monday 10th May 2004, which involved the Borough Council, Surrey County Council, Surrey Police and North Surrey PCT and volunteers from the Student Council are sought to attend. 

The event would take place from 10am to 3pm at Spelthorne Leisure Centre and would involve an update on the implementation of the Local Community Plan on such issues as Transport and Crime and Disorder. Last year Student Councillors participated and their comments and views had been taken into account in the formulation of the Community Plan. 

Brian reported that Student Councillors would need to obtain consent from their school before attending this event.

All Student Councillors present at the meeting indicated that they would be interested in attending.

RESOLVED 

1.   that Brian would write to all Student Councillors with details of the event and also inform Head teachers; and

2. that Student Councillors who had indicated their willingness to volunteer would approach their link/head teacher for permission.

19/04 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS
A calendar of proposed meeting dates for 2004 was submitted.

RESOLVED that the calendar of meeting dates be approved.

20/04 WORK PROGRAMME FOR 2004 - 2005
Student Councillors were requested to identify any issues that they wished to be incorporated into their Work Programme for consideration during 2004/05 and notify Trevor or Brian of any items they wished to discuss or bring them to the next meeting.

21/04 PERSONAL DETAIL FORMS
Student Councillors were asked to complete and return the personal detail forms attached to the agenda before leaving the meeting.

