MINUTES OF THE SPELTHORNE STUDENT COUNCIL

2ND FEBRUARY 2004

Present

	ASHFORD HIGH

Daniel Appleyard
	SUNBURY MANOR

Gary Broughton

Simon Mihailovic
	THAMESMEAD

Abby Taylor

Matthew Wilmott


Apologies: Ross Grant – Thamesmead, Andrew Taylor – Bishop Wand

BOROUGH COUNCIL ATTENDANCE

Brian Harris – Assistant Chief Executive

Steve Connor – Head of Direct Services

Dave Cobb – Leisure Manager

Trevor Baker – Committee Administrator

1/04 MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th December 2003 were approved as a correct record.

2/04 CHEWING GUM
At the last meeting Student Councillors expressed an interest in the work carried out by the Council to remove chewing gum from the High Street. Steve Connor, Head of Direct and Ancillary Services attended the meeting and discussed the subject with the Students. 

Steve distributed leaflets, posters and his business card to those present, in the event that they wished to contact him to report any problems.

To remove chewing gum from paving the Borough Council employed a contractor which used a system of removal involving soaking with a low pressure spray followed by a hot high pressure spray. This softened the chewing gum and assisted with its removal. This had to be done at night and letterboxes had to be protected where they adjoined the working area due to the back spray.

Work had been carried out twice in Staines and also in Ashford and cost between £20k and £30k per year.

Student Councillors expressed the view that whilst it made an area look gross banning it would only make people do it more.

There was no specific budget for removal of chewing gum which was mainly confined to town centre areas, but the money came out of an overall budget for cleansing which was raised through the Council Tax.

Steve also discussed the problems of graffiti with Student Councillors. Graffiti was photographed and if the culprits could be identified they would be prosecuted. 

Where graffiti occurred on Council property it was treated with a special paint which made it easier to wash off if it occurred again.

Graffiti cost the Borough Council £50k per year and kept one/two persons fully employed in cleaning it off surfaces.

3/04 SPELTHORNE YOUTH AWARD UPDATE
A list was submitted indicating what had been done and those areas requiring action.

RESOLVED

1. That Abby, Simon and Gary be appointed to the judging panel but that all Student Councillors be invited to attend the meeting on 1st March.

2. That Simon and Abby be appointed presenters for the award ceremony.

3.  Trevor/ Brian be authorised to submit an application, on behalf of the Student Council, for a grant of up to £1500 and in accordance with the grant application conditions.

4/04 STUDENT COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP

Brian explained that expansion of the Student Council was currently on hold as the Borough Council in partnership with the County Council and Connexions were involved in a review of Young People as it was now one of the Council’s corporate targets to “engage young people”.

It was likely that the review would recommend the setting up of a youth forum with a wider base than that of the Student Council.

RESOLVED that the Student Council would await the result of the Best Value Review of Young People.

5/04 SURREY CONNEXIONS YOUTH FORUM
At the last meeting students requested that time be made available on the agenda to enable Matthew Raj and Abby Taylor to talk to them about their involvement in Surrey Connexions Youth Forum.

Abby explained that she had had to apply for a place and had to be interviewed before being accepted. Transport to meetings which were held once a month was provided and expenses of £10 per meeting were paid. The AGM was held at Surrey University.

Five workers from Surrey Connexion, based in Staines, visit all the local schools to explain to students about the service and give them general advice. 

Abby said that she had enjoyed the experience and that it was a lot of fun.

6/04 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2004
To consider changing the date of the September meeting from 13th September to 20th September. 

RESOLVED that this change be agreed.

7/04 YOUTH UNLIMITED
The migration of the Youth Unlimited website to the Borough’s new site had now been completed. Student Councillors were asked to view the site, let Trevor have any feedback and any ideas for inclusion on the site.

Brian reported that as a result of the setting up of “Youth Unlimited” an approach had been received to set up a website for Primary School children within Spelthorne which could be linked to the Student Council website.

Student Council website http://www.spelthorne.gov.uk/yu_home.htm 

8/04 SKATE PARK
Dave Cobb reported on a proposal to provide an enclosed skateboard park within the Lammas recreation ground. It would cost about £30k, supported by a government grant and it was likely to be operated by extreme sports 

Following the conclusion of the meeting and as part of the Best Value Review of Young People, a workshop was held with a co-ordinator from OPM (Office for Public Management) to obtain from the Student Councillors their views on the Borough and facilities for Young People.

