STANDARDS COMMITTEE, 30 MARCH 2010 - Continued


MINUTES OF THE standards COMMITTEE

30 MARCH 2010
Present:

	Councillors:
	Independent members:

	T.W. Crabb
	Mr M. Litvak (Chairman)

	A.P. Hirst
	Miss Sue Faulkner  (Vice-Chairman)

	D.L. McShane
	

	E. O’Hara

	


apologies: Apologies received from Councillor C.A. Davis and G.F. Trussler.
104/10 MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 22 September 2009 were approved as a correct record.

105/10 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS
No disclosures were made.
106/10 ICT SECURITY POLICY

The Committee discussed with the ICT Manager the Council’s ICT security policy and the action taken to ensure it continued to be robust. The Manager particularly reported on the arrangements being put in place for the encryption of hard external media (USB sticks, CDs and DVDs) and the use of dual factor authentication.  

The Committee noted that the annual health check of all council owned laptops would be undertaken in the next few weeks and at that time the new security measures would be introduced.   Following the completion of the health check all Members would be required to sign up to the personal commitment statement and provided with information on how to protect your computer and the councils’ network. This information would be on similar lines to the statement that staff are required to sign up to.

RESOLVED:

1. To note the information presented to the committee and the action being taken to progress the matter; and
2.  To endorse the personal commitment statement for all Members to sign.
107/10 POLITICAL RESTRICTIONS ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES

The Committee discussed the report on the impact the recent legislation through both the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 and the Local Democracy, Economic Development Construction Act 2009 had on the designation of politically restricted posts.

The Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 gave the Standards Committee the responsibility to determine applications for exemption from political restriction by holders of such posts. The Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009 had changed the designation of politically restricted posts by removing the requirement for all posts over SCP 44 to be automatically designated as politically restricted, regardless of the post holder’s duties.

The Committee discussed the list of proposed political restricted posts and the suggested appeal process through the Standards Committee.

It was noted that the Head of Corporate Governance would arrange for the necessary amendments to be made to the Council’s Constitution to take into account these changes and the necessary revision to the terms of reference for this Committee. 
Recommend to Council:

1. The adoption of the new arrangements for appeals as set out in Appendix A to the joint report of the Monitoring Officer and Head of Human Resources; and 
2. To note the updated list of Politically Restricted Posts at Appendix B to the joint report of the Monitoring Officer and Head of Human Resources.

108/10 REVIEW OF THE PLANNING CODE
To assist the Committee with the review of the Planning Code the Chairman of the Planning Committee, Councillor H.A. Thomson, had been invited to attend and take part in the discussion.

The Committee continued its discussion on the annual review of the Planning Code. 

To assist the Committee the Monitoring Officer had circulated with the agenda a copy of the Planning Code identifying the suggested changes made to date.  The Committee discussed the document page by page and made comments for the Monitoring Officer to take on board and amend for further consideration.

In addition the Monitoring Officer reported that although the Trevor Roberts Associates had completed their review of the Planning functions at the Council the findings had yet to be considered in depth and there would be areas within the document that may need to be examined in conjunction with this review of the Code.

RESOLVED that the Monitoring Officer revise the Planning Code as indicated at the meeting for consultation purposes and for further consideration at the next meeting of the Committee. 


