
SPECIAL PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT AND REVIEW COMMITTEE

31 JULY 2006

Present:

Councillor F. Ayers (Chairman)

Councillor Mrs. I. Napper (Vice-Chairman)

	Mrs P.C. Amos
	R.B. Colison-Crawford
	J.D. Pinkerton

	Miss M. Bain
	P.R. James
	Mrs C.L. Spencer

	S. Bhadye
	J.D. Packman
	Mrs J.M. Wood-Dow


Also in Attendance:

Borough Councillors I.J. Beardsmore, G.S. Ceaser, E.K. Culnane, F. Davies, G.E. Forsbrey, Mrs M. Hyams, H.R. Jaffer, Mrs V.J. Leighton, E. O’Hara, Mrs J.E. Ponton, R.W. Sider, C.V. Strong, G.F. Trussler and Mrs P. Weston.

County Councillors Mary Angell, L. Burrell, Mrs C. Coleman and Mrs D. Saliagopoulos, 

The Chairman had invited the MP for Spelthorne David Wilshire who was in attendance.

Borough Council Officers: 

Roberto Tambini – Chief Executive

Brian Harris – Assistant Chief Executive (People and Partnerships)

Liz Phillis – Senior Committee Administrator

Jean Collis and Mandy Binley - In attendance to assist with the public questions being submitted and general arrangements for the meeting.

apologies: Apologies were received from Councillors R.V. D’Sa, A.P. Hirst and Mrs M. Madams.

259/06 Disclosures OF INTEREST

Prior to the meeting the Chairman, Councillor Frank Ayers, had ascertained from the Monitoring Officer whether any members of the committee had an interest in the discussion on the re configuration of services between Ashford and St Peter’s Hospitals. The advice given by the Monitoring Officer was “The general position of members of this committee and in particular Councillor S. Bhadye, who was employed by the Ashford and St Peter’s NHS Trust, did not amount to a personal interest.  The committee would be reviewing as community leaders the effects of another organisation’s decision.  As such any decision which a councillor takes as part of the committee would not affect to a greater extent than other council tax payers, rate payers or inhabitants of the borough”. The Chairman declared no disclosure of interest on behalf of the committee members.

260/06 RE CONFIGURATION OF SERVICES BETWEEN ASHFORD AND ST PETER’S HOSPITALS.
The Chairman, Councillor Frank Ayers, opened the meeting by explaining that overview and scrutiny was introduced by the Local Government Act 2000 and seeks to reflect the voice and concerns of the public in challenging the way in which public services are delivered and policies introduced by the government are developed.  He went on to report that this committee was one of the borough Council’s two scrutiny committees.

The Committee met to formally consider the reconfiguration proposals for the Ashford and St Peter’s Hospitals.  To assist in scrutinising the local NHS organisations the Chairman had invited Nick Yeo the Chief Executive of North Surrey Primary Care Trust and Michaela Morris Director of Operations for the hospitals to attend the meeting and answer questions. David Wilshire the MP for Spelthorne had also been invited to attend and make comments at the end of the meeting.  The Chairman explained that it would not be possible to ask or respond to all the questions submitted by members of the public but that all questions would be answered with the responses being sent to those asking the questions as well as being publishing on the Council’s web site.

The Chairman went onto report that as this was an important matter and to ensure that people’s needs and wishes for health and health related services, that meet the needs of all the population, had been identified towards achieving local health improvements no decision would be made at this stage.  Members of the committee would consider the information obtained at the meeting and meet again in a few weeks time to make recommendations to the Borough Council’s Executive prior to the findings being submitted to Surrey County Council, as well as the PCT and NHS Trust.  During this time the questions submitted by the public would receive answers from Nick Yeo and Michaela Morris and would be considered by the committee when it next met.

The main questions raised at the meeting together with the responses received from Nick Yeo and Michaela Morris are attached.

The questions submitted by members of the public are attached. However the responses to those questions are awaited and will be published as soon as possible.

The Chief Executive for Spelthorne Borough Council, Roberto Tambini, read out a selection of questions received from the public for discussion at the meeting.  The responses to these questions are included in the attached information referred to above.

Some of the key issues identified at the meeting were:

The outcome of the changes in services that had taken place including the cost, impact and successes

The financial pressures placed upon Spelthorne health economy in particular that of North Surrey Primary Care Trust and their financial recovery plan.  It was acknowledged that it was unlikely that the PCT would be able to balance its books at the end of the financial year. It was expected that the Trust would have a deficit of £11m this year.

The future of cancer services

The provision of Independent Treatment Centres at Ashford Hospital and on going discussions with CAPIO to provide the service.

Day Surgery and the dramatic changes that had taken place over recent years, with one of the most noticeable trends being the increase in the level of day surgery.  Many patients who undergo operations go home on the same day and any stay in hospital had been greatly reduced.  

Operating times of the Walk in Centre at Ashford Hospital

The changes made to the pharmacy services and the issuing of prescriptions

Whether the bed capacity would be sufficient to support the services

The accessibility to services for patients and visitors particularly the implications for the elderly and those reliant on public transport as well as car parking provisions.

The safety of providing midwifery led maternity service

The danger of spreading services too thinly

The Committee although did not come to any conclusions  was of the view that both the patients and residents of the borough had the right to expect the highest standards of medical care and should not be disadvantaged by the reconfiguration of services.

At the invitation of the Chairman the MP for Spelthorne David Wilshire commented on some of the answers given by Nick Yeo and Michaela Morris.  The MP felt that a fuller explanation could have been given to some of the questions raised and reported on the consequences of the changes in particular the MP raised issues relating to:

The way the government’s funding formula works

The possibility of one of the A&E units in surrey being closed

The delay in signing up to the CAPIO contract and identified various reasons why he thought this was being delayed

The District Auditor being asked to value the Ashford Hospital site

The possible effects of continuing to reduce hospital services to save money

The outcome of the recent House of Commons Health Select Committee meeting

The need to fight to defend the local Health service facilities and the under funding of the service by the government.

During the discussion the Chairman gave both Nick Yeo and Michaela Morris the opportunity to respond.

At the conclusion of the meeting the Chairman reported that one of the many challenges for scrutiny committees was to engage with the public and how it was necessary to ensure it and the engagement should be both meaningful and timely.  The members of the audience supported the way the meeting had been arranged.

The Chairman thanked everyone including councillors, residents of the borough, representatives from the Hospitals and the Primary Care Trust, David Wilshire MP and officers for the contributions to making the meeting a success.
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