MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

7th November, 2002
Present

Councillor G.F. Trussler (Chairman)
Councillor Mrs I. Napper (Vice-Chairman)
	J.M. Fullbrook
	A. Leedham
	Mrs P.A. Smith

	P.R. James
	Mrs J.E. Ponton
	Mrs J. Wood-Dow


Apologies – Councillors Mrs P.C. Amos and A.W. Hermes
Officers in Attendance

Brian Harris – Assistant Chief Executive
Liz Borthwick – Head of Leisure Services
Dave Cobb – Leisure Development Manager
  

310/02                         MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting dated 5th September 2002 were approved as a correct record.

  

311/02                        CHILDREN’S PLAY AREAS
The Head of Leisure Services presented a report on the legal and governmental requirements with regard to inspection and maintenance of children’s play areas and equipment and information on general expenditure since 1999/2000.

The construction of play areas, inspection and maintenance of equipment, fencing, signs and surfacing was covered by the provision of British and European Standards introduced in January 1999.

These standards recommended removal of moving equipment (such as see-saws and roundabouts) and modifications to be carried out to many static swings and multi-play units. The government anticipated that all equipment installed before 1999 would be replaced within a period of 10 to 15 years. 

  

The average cost of replacing a play area was around £60,000 and even with capital expenditure matching the agreed annual budgets, this would take 45 years to work through a complete equipment replacement programme. Realistically, a figure of £70,000 annual expenditure would be required for a 20-25 year replacement programme. 

  

The Head of Leisure Services advised Members that these and other issues were being addressed as part of the preparation of the Parks Strategy currently being undertaken.

RESOLVED that this Committee endorses the concept that the Parks Strategy be the proper vehicle to address this problem and promote capital spending within Parks.

  

312/02                         WORK PROGRAMME – FACILITIES FOR YOUTH AND YOUTH CRIME ENQUIRY
At its September meeting this Committee received a number of presentations from officers and Surrey Police and met with youth leaders from various voluntary organisations actively involved with young people in Spelthorne, as part of its enquiry into facilities for youth within the Borough and youth crime. 

  
As a result of that meeting the Committee identified areas for further investigation and set up a Working Group to look at the Youth Service and Connexions and then to evaluate the results of current research to see if it aligned with the Borough’s Culture and Leisure Strategy and prepare draft Action Plans to address any gaps.

  

Councillor Mrs I. Napper, Chairman of the Youth Service and Connexions Working Group, which had been tasked with looking at the present Youth Service, to understand the impact of the new Connexions Surrey service on that Service, how the Youth Service provision would change as a result of Connexions Surrey, immediately and in the medium and long term, and how this might affect youth provision in Spelthorne in the future, presented the report and findings of the Group and offered some of her own views on the issues involved, which were noted.

  

The Leisure Development Officer then gave a presentation on work undertaken with young people and briefly re-capped research data presented at the last meeting.

  

The Committee then considered, in groups, the information gathered so far and why the Borough should be involved, what teenagers wanted, how provision could be achieved and funding issues. A member from each group then presented their findings and the Committee agreed outline principles on which to form the basis of its final report. 

RESOLVED that the Assistant Chief Executive and the Head of Leisure Services be asked to draft a report based on the outline principles agreed and views expressed by the Committee which shall be approved by the Chairman and Vice–Chairman of the Committee and circulated to all Members of the Committee prior to submission to the Executive.

