LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE, 8 MARCH 2010 - Continued


MINUTES OF THE licensing sub-COMMITTEE

8 MARCH 2010 AT 10 A.m.
Present:

M.T. Royer (Chairman)

Councillors:
K.E. Flurry

Mrs I. Napper.
75/10
TO DETERMINE WHETHER A PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE LICENCE CAN BE EXTENDED BEYOND THE AGE LIMIT AS PRESCRIBED IN THE LICENCE REQUIREMENTS
The Chairman introduced Members and Officers present and welcomed Mr Bland to the meeting.
The Chairman commented that item 2 on the agenda may be beyond the scope of a Licensing Sub-Committee, and asked the Council’s Legal Advisor to clarify the matter further.

The Council’s Legal Advisor advised that Item 2 of the agenda required the Licensing Sub-Committee to deliberate upon a matter which was beyond its remit. He confirmed that Policy issues such as this should be determined at a full Licensing Committee meeting.

The Head of Environmental Health & Building Control presented the background of the Policy, stating that it came into effect in 2007: and that as a result of this agenda and several appeals from other drivers, he was looking to refer this particular issue back to the full Licensing Committee on 12 May 2010. This would be to clarify whether or not any amendments should be made to the policy. He recommended that Mr Bland’s Private Hire Vehicle Licence be extended to 1 June 2010 in the meantime.

As a point of information, the Council’s Legal Advisor informed the Sub-Committee that Mr Bland’s appeal was not received until January 2010 – some three months after the Head of Environmental Health & Building Control’s decision: and that usually appeals should be made within 21 days of a decision. Although this matter will not be determined by the Sub-Committee today, the fact that the appeal may be considered to be out of time, should be borne in mind. He then confirmed that Mr Bland should be able to continue driving until 1 June 2010.
The Chairman then asked if any of the Members, Officers or Mr Bland had any further questions. He advised Mr Bland that the Council will write to him in due course to confirm what had been discussed.

The Council’s Legal Advisor made Mr Bland aware that it was the Council’s Policy which was being referred to the full Licensing Committee, not Mr Bland’s particular case. He advised that the Head of Environmental Health & Building Control would advise Mr Bland further in due course.

Mr Bland stated that he felt the process as explained seemed reasonable to him.

RESOLVED that Spelthorne Borough Council’s Private Hire Vehicle Licensing Conditions be referred to the full Licensing Committee on 12 May 2010 for clarification. In the meantime, Mr Bland’s Private Hire Vehicle License will be extended until 1 June 2010: and the Head of Environmental Health & Building Control will contact Mr Bland again in due course to advise him further.

