MINUTES OF THE SPELTHORNE STUDENT COUNCIL 

9TH SEPTEMBER 2002

Present

Andrew Taylor in the Chair

	MATTHEW ARNOLD

James Loder

ST. PAUL’S

Rebecca Elbourne

Sophie Wilsher
	ST. DAVID’S

Cassy Clarke

Emma Everitt


	SUNBURY MANOR

Simon Mihailovic

THAMESMEAD

Jonathan Price

Alice Reeves


Apologies –.Gary Broughton, Sunbury Manor and Debbie Watson, Matthew Arnold. 

BOROUGH COUNCIL ATTENDANCE

Brian Harris - Assistant Chief Executive
Trevor Baker - Committee Administrator, Corporate Services

Tracey Wilmott-French - Principal Pollution Control Officer

Kirsteen Roe – Arts and Heritage Officer

Clare Jarvis – Information Systems Support Officer

Councillor Mrs D. Grant

32/02 MINUTES

[image: image1.wmf]The minutes of the Meeting held on 8th July 2002 were confirmed as a correct record.

33/02 AIR QUALITY IN SPELTHORNE


- CONSULTATION

Tracey Willmott-French, the Council’s Principal Pollution Control Officer, gave a presentation on the Government’s Air Quality Strategy aimed to "ensure that everyone can enjoy a level of ambient air quality in public places which poses no significant risk to health or quality of life". 

The Strategy included standards for the quality of air, objectives restricting the concentrations of particular harmful substances in the air, and the measures to be taken by local authorities and others to achieve these objectives.

The Air Quality Regulations 2000 set out legal standards and objectives for seven of the eight pollutants of concern addressed in the Strategy.  The seven pollutants being benzene, 1-3 butadiene, carbon monoxide, lead, nitrogen dioxide, fine particles (less than 10 μm), and sulphur dioxide.  The eighth pollutant, ozone, was transitory in nature, and as such had not been prescribed within the Regulations, and while it continued to be a national objective, ozone was outside of the remit of Local Air Quality Management.  

A review and assessment of Spelthorne’s air quality had shown that national limits for nitrogen dioxide were expected to be exceeded in the year 2005 and, as such, it had been found necessary to declare Spelthorne an air quality management area (AQMA).

As part of the community, the Student Council was being consulted on an action plan which had been drawn up to ensure that levels of nitrogen dioxide throughout the Borough would be reduced to below that of the national limit by 2005. 

[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf]The major sources of pollution in Spelthorne were aircraft 29% 
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[image: image6.wmf]and road traffic 58%. The 58% was broken down as follows:
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[image: image9.wmf]Buses 17%

HGVs 38%

Light Goods Vehs 9%

Cars 36%

Tracey then asked Student Councillors to consider what they might be prepared to do to help reduce the level of nitrogen dioxide . A questionnaire had been drawn up and could be accessed on Spelthorne Web Site. 

It was suggested that each Student Councillor should ask ten of their friends to access the questionnaire and fill it in on the Web site.

LAUNCH OF YOUTH UNLIMITED

At 4.45 p.m. the meeting was adjourned for the official launch of “Youth Unlimited” the Student Council Web Site/Portal and the Mayor, Councillor Robin Sider was welcomed to the meeting.

Clare Jarvis, the Council’s Information Systems Support Officer gave a demonstration on the big screen of the areas contained within the website/portal and how it could be used.

The Mayor then officially launched “Youth Unlimited”, Spelthorne Student Council’s new website/portal for young people in Spelthorne.

In partnership with the Student Council, the Borough Council had facilitated the building of a site which would be a 21st Century facility for young people in Spelthorne.

Councillor Sider said,

”I hope this website proves of great benefit to young people in Spelthorne as a resource and that it will be used not only by young people but the rest of the community of Spelthorne who are young at heart”.

The Mayor praised Simon Mihailovic, Jonathan Price and Samantha Oakley for their outstanding contribution in creating this facility, with the help of the Council’s Web Officers. The students had given up their own time to work on this project after school hours. 

Councillor Sider then made a presentation of a voucher to Simon Mihailovic in recognition of his exceptional contribution, in giving his time, enthusiasm and creativity and for producing credit card size advertisements for “Youth Unlimited”, for distribution in Secondary Schools and Colleges throughout Spelthorne.
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Student Councillors thanked the Mayor for attending the launch.

The meeting then resumed.

34/02 “SPELBOUND” – SPELTHORNE STUDENT SHOWCASE
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The finale of the “Youth Unlimited” launch had been a showing of the “Spelbound” logo which could be found on the “Hot News” button with a link to the “Noticeboard” where details of the event had been posted.

Alice Reeves outlined the main points of the meeting held on 12th August, to 

develop and progress the “Spelbound” event. Notes of the meeting had been circulated to all Student Councillors.

The group had decided that the event should be for young people in Spelthorne with a target audience which should include year 6 upwards . Families and friends of participants would be invited to attend the event which would be extensively advertised. The venue, Spelthorne Leisure Centre, would be decorated in the showcase colours of blue, yellow and silver and the group had agreed the Logo display at this meeting .The Programme and prizes had also been discussed. 

It was suggested that the winning act would perform at the opening of next year’s event, the Young Persons Award ceremony and Staines Street Festival.

A further meeting of the Working Group had been arranged for Monday 23rd September, in Committee Room 4 at the Knowle Green Offices. All were welcome to attend.

Thamesmead, Sunbury Manor, Bishop Wand, and St Paul’s all felt that they would be participating in the event and Matthew Arnold said that they would try.

As far as funding was concerned, Kirsteen had applied to the Borough Council for a grant of £500 and the Lottery for £3500 but the Student Council would need to consider allocating some of their own funds to the budget.

It was agreed that: -

(1) £500 be allocated to “Spelbound” from the Student Council Budget;

(2)  The details as set out in the meeting note of 12th August be approved and confirmed.

36/02 YOUNG PERSONS AWARD SCHEME

The Working Group notes from the meeting dated 10th June were re-circulated and the notes of the meeting with the revised conditions, held on 8th July, were circulated to all.

Brian stated that the Chamber of Commerce had indicated that it would be willing to sponsor the event and he was awaiting information as to the date of the next meeting when a presentation could be made.

Because of the Spelbound event, now likely to be held in early February, the Youth Awards ceremony might have to be put back to early March 2003.

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Working Group would be held on 30th September.

37/02 GENERAL / LOCAL ELECTIONS – VOTING

Brian reported that Spelthorne, in common with other Local Authorities, was carrying out a survey to find out what would encourage people to vote at elections.

The Borough Council was particularly interested in obtaining the views of young people who would become the voters of the future.

It was suggested that Trevor would circulate all members of the Student Council with 10 copies of the survey/questionnaire and each Student Councillor would get 10 of their friends to complete the forms and return them to the Council. Where there was no Student Council representation the forms would be sent to the link teachers.

It was agreed that Trevor would distribute the forms to the Student Councillors and link teachers.
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The Spelthorne Student Showcase!
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