4.0
DELIVERING THE LOCAL AIR QUALITY STRATEGY
A summary of the actions that are/have been implemented to reduce nitrogen dioxide emissions in Spelthorne is given in the table below. Surrey County Council projects have been updated from the Surrey Local Transport Plan: Annual Progress Report 2007 (July 2007) for the 2006/07 financial year running April 2006 to March 2007 and from the County Council’s website. 
Table 4.1: Action Plan to reduce nitrogen dioxide emissions in Spelthorne.
	AQAP 
Action Code
	Description 
of Action
	Lead Role
	Time scales
	Progress

	Roads Emissions 1 (Section 6.2)
	Identify and implement long-term solutions for the reduction of emissions from road vehicles using Highway Agency controlled trunk roads within Spelthorne.
	The Highways Agency &

Spelthorne Borough Council 
	Ongoing
	Ongoing. In 2007 SCC have been working with Transport for London, advising on suitable highway signing about the LEZ on Surrey’s roads leading into the LEZ. SCC are also working with TfL to ensure that additional HGV traffic is not diverted unnecessarily onto Surrey’s roads.



	Road Emissions 2

(Section 6.3.1)
	Identify, prioritise and implement actions to reduce vehicle emissions emanating from County maintained roads within NAQS exceedance locations throughout the borough of Spelthorne.
	Surrey County Council (SCC)

& Spelthorne Borough Council (SBC)
	Ongoing
	Ongoing – A Quality Bus Partnership has been established with the operator of the 441 Service to Heathrow. This project has included enhancements such as the introduction of a fleet of new low-emission vehicles and the publication of a new, improved timetable in 2007. CCTV has also been fitted to the fleet of new vehicles.



	Road Emissions 3

(Section 6.3.2)
	Surrey County Council will continue to work with Spelthorne’s schools for the development, implementation of the “Safe Routes to School” (SRS) program.
	SCC
	Ongoing
	Improvements to school approach routes have been made at 16 Schools in Spelthorne since 2000.

2007/08 – i) Clarendon Primary School: Pedestrain Barrier railing to Knapp Road and Village Way; ii) Kenyngton Manor Primary School: change of entrance to school and extended yellow school markings along this entrance.

Since 2002, SCC have also run the Golden Boot Challenge. From 2007 this has been extended to a four-week campaign where pupils score points when they walk, cycle, car share or park n’ stride, skoot or skateboard, or use public transport. The class in each school with the most points wins the Trophy. 17 schools in Spelthorne participated in the 20 Day Golden Boot Challenge 2007. Beauclerc Infant School was 10th of all 483 participating schools in Surrey in switching to Green Transport. Kenyngton Manor Primary School and Town Farm Primary School were in the top 10 for highest % of pupils walking to school during the challenge.



	Road Emissions 4

(Section 6.3.2)
	Continue to work with Spelthorne’s schools for the development, implementation and the annual review of School Travel Plans.
	SCC
	Ongoing
	By the end of 2007/08, 20 schools within Spelthorne have approved School Travel Plans. Five School Travel Plans have been approved in 2007/08: Clarendon Primary School; Spelthorne Infant and Nursery School; Knowle Park Infant School; Laleham C Of E Primary School; and Kenyngton manor Primary School. A further six schools are expected to have TPs approved in 2008/09. This would leave only 7 schools in the Borough without a TP. Progress on Actions in School Travel Plans is available on SCC’s website. 

A total of 305 extra cycle parking places have been provided at 12 schools within the borough since 2000. In 2007/08 20 new places and a new shelter have been provided at Our Lady of the Rosary R.C. Primary School. 



	Road Emissions 5

(Section 6.3.2)
	Continue to work with schools in Spelthorne help organise “Walking Buses” & “Cycling Buses”.


	SCC
	Long-term
	2007/08 – There are now 3 walking bus schemes operating in Spelthorne: Spelthorne Infant & Nursery School; The Hythe School; and Knowle Park Infant School – the latter has 15 pupils using the scheme on a daily basis.



	Road Emissions 6

(Section 6.3.2)
	Continue to work to help schools teach pupils cycling proficiency training and cycle skills.
	SCC
	Ongoing
	2006/07 – Cycling Proficiency training was given to 363 pupils from 7 schools, while a further 1845 pupils from 28 schools completed other cycling training schemes.



	Road Emissions 6a

(Section 6.3.2)
	Mobility Management & Travel Planning

**New initiative


	SCC
	
	SCC provides road reports to local radio stations; and their website provides details of Road and Street works that effect travel. 

2007 – 19 Bus routes in Spelthorne now operate with low-floor accessible buses. 

	Road Emissions 7

(Section 6.3.2)
	Install vehicle activated signs to control road traffic speeds at appropriate locations within Spelthorne.
	SCC
	Completed
	Mobile vehicle activated signs are now used around the borough in selected locations to control traffic speeds, together with a ’30 mph’ post campaign and special ‘snail’ posters outside schools.

2006/07 - The Surrey Safety Camera Partnership invested in 26 new mobile vehicle activated signs (VAS) on the approach to safety camera sites, to remind drivers of the limits and to warn of the enforcement. 



	Road Emissions 7a

(Section 6.3.2)
	Encouraging Walking

**New initiative
	SBC& SCC
	Ongoing
	2005 - Installation of a footpath between Laleham Park and Chertsey Lock adjacent to River Thames Laleham.



	Road Emissions 7b

(Section 6.3.2)
	Tackling congestion


	SCC


	Ongoing


	SCC Network Management Centre (NMIC) opened in 2004 and is already allowing much closer integration and coordination of SCC’s traffic management systems. Over the next 5 years the NMIC will increasingly focus on better management of the network, such as real-time surveillance of key congestion hotspots allowing for quick intervention to tackle problems. 

2007 - a ‘real-time’ Car Park Monitoring and Information System was launched in Staines – providing information to motorists on the number of spaces available in the town’s main public car parks, via a network of new Variable Message Signs (VMS).

A Christmas Park & Ride bus scheme has been in use in Staines for a number of years.

2007 - The Surrey Car Share website – the countywide database for sharing car journeys - now has 2100 members and SCC are continuing to recruit more companies and individuals to join, with a target of 3000 members by 2008.



	Road Emissions 8

(Section 6.3.2)
	Investigate the feasibility of installing variable message signs to provide travel advice information at appropriate locations in and around the borough of Spelthorne.


	SCC
	Long-term
	A five year strategic signs project is being developed by SCC in partnership with the Highways Agency. It will provide 50 Variable Message Signs (VMS) countywide giving information to motorists on planned events or adverse weather conditions affecting the travel network. In 2007 the programme centred on locations outside of the Borough.



	Road Emissions 9 

(Section 6.3.2)
	Implement decriminalised parking enforcement within the borough of Spelthorne
	SBC& SCC
	Completed (2005)
	Spelthorne Borough Council acts as an agent of Surrey County Council to implement Decriminalised Parking Enforcement (DPE) yellow line restrictions.

A review of the Decriminalised Parking Enforcement (DPE) is to happen in 2008 exploring how DPE can be better managed to deliver and improved service for the community with the aim of reducing traffic levels and congestion.



	Road Emissions 10 (Section 6.3.2)
	Publicise the establishment of decriminalised parking enforcement within the borough of Spelthorne
	SBC
	Completed (2005)
	Significant publicity has been undertaken through local press and the Borough Bulletin to inform Spelthorne residents of the new enforcement regime



	Road Emissions 11 (Section 6.3.2)
	Investigate the feasibility of establishing controlled parking zones (CPZ) at various locations within the borough of Spelthorne
	SCC
	Long-term
	A survey investigating the need for controlled parking zones in Staines was run in January 2007. Plans for eight zones of a CPZ scheme in Staines are now finalised. SBC and SCC committees are to vote on the scheme in Spring 2008. If approved a formal consultation will then take place. If approved it is anticipated that the first of these zones would become operational in 2009.



	Road Emissions 12 (Section 6.3.2)
	Carry out a feasibility study into the development of a lorry routing strategy.
	SCC
	Ongoing
	2007 - A Freight Quality Partnership (FQP) for north-west Surrey was established and a routing strategy for the Woking transport hub has been developed. A lorry route strategy and signing scheme is being developed for the remainder of the north-west area.



	Road Emissions 13 (Section 6.3.2)
	To promote integrated public transport as a good alternative form of transport to the car and improve facilities at bus stops within Spelthorne
	SCC & SBC
	Long-term
	A number of improvements to bus lanes and Bus Stop Clearways have been completed. Other projects include:

(i) Installation of raised kerbs and improved bus stop infrastructure, including shelters on QBP routes 555/6/7, 41/43, and 441 bus route corridors ~ started in 2002 with a 5 year programme for completion and £100,000 allocated for 2006/07;

(ii) Installation of real time information planned for 2008/9.

(iii) SCC Bus patronage continues to increase with 24.15 million passenger journeys 2005/06 on target to reach 24.8 million by 2010.

(iv) Bus / Rail interchange displays installed at Staines Rail Station April 2005.

(v) Improved lighting at Staines, Ashford, Sunbury and Shepperton railway stations.

(vi) Over the next 5 years, SCC plan to further develop existing Bus Quality Partnerships. The main priority for QBP’s during the next 5 years will be in the Regional Hubs and main centres including Staines.

Free nationwide off peak bus travel will be available to disabled persons and pensioners from April 2008.

Data for 2007 show that engines on 69% of buses operated in Spelthorne now meet Euro III standards, comfortably above the target value of 64% and well on the way to the 2010 target of 85%.



	Road Emissions 14 (Section 6.3.2)
	Promote bus travel as a good alternative form of transport to the car and improve facilities at bus stops within Spelthorne.
	SCC & SBC
	From 2004
	

	Road Emissions 15 (Section 6.3.2)
	Buses operating along critical corridors within the borough of Spelthorne will be encouraged to have Euro III compliant engines.
	SCC
	Ongoing
	

	Road Emissions 16 (Section 6.3.2)
	Bus prioritised infrastructure will be installed at strategic locations throughout Spelthorne.  
	SCC
	Ongoing
	

	Road Emissions 16a

(Section 6.3.2)


	Improved access to railway stations within

Spelthorne

**New initiative
	SCC


	Ongoing


	Much of the work has been completed. However, over the next 5 years SCC will identify further access improvements and working with train operating companies to provide improved cycle storage facilities, especially at Staines station.



	Road Emissions 17 (Section 6.3.2)
	SCC has set a Countywide target to increase the

number of journeys made by cycle by 20%, using

2005/06 as the base level, by 2010.


	SCC
	2006 – 2010 
	SCC has set up 12 cycle monitoring stations on cycle routes within Spelthorne during 2005 to establish base-level data and monitor progress locally. 

2005 ~ SCC (with support from Spelthorne LSP) held an “In Town without my Car” event in Staines.



	Road Emissions 18 (Section 6.3.2)
	Inprove National Cycle Route 4 between Ferry Point (Shepperton) and Staines Bridge via Laleham & the River Thames
	SCC
	2005-2008
	Work has commenced with route signing and cycle lane facilities.  Ferry Point to Chertsey Road (Shepperton) Cycle track completed (April 2005).  Remainder of improvements planned for 2005 to 2008



	Road Emissions 19 (Section 6.3.2)
	The production of a series of Cycle Guides that will detail all the cycle routes throughout Surrey.  


	SCC
	Short-term
	Completed (April 2004). 

2007/08 - Cycle guides have been updated in March 2008 to include the latest cycle improvements. Further promotion and publicity has accompanied the guides.



	Road Emissions 20 (Section 6.4.1)
	Promote the use of “cleaner technology and fuels” within Spelthorne.  
	SBC
	Long-term
	Information about of “cleaner technology and fuels” have been placed on the Council’s website and within the Borough Bulletin. Ongoing.



	Road Emissions 21 (Section 6.4.4)
	Promote the development and implementation of “business travel plans” by companies located within the borough of Spelthorne.  
	SCC & SBC
	Long-term
	The majority of the largest employers in the borough of Spelthorne have business travel plans.  Such companies include: BP (Sunbury), Ashford Hospital, Spelthorne Borough Council, and BUPA.  

Where large commercial redevelopment proposals are considered to make an impact on air quality, travel plans are required by virtue of Planning Condition.

SCC will continue to work closely with Thorpe Park on providing an excellent Rail & Ride (Thorpe Park Express Bus) facility from Staines station to Thorpe Park during the theme parks operating period.

2005 ~ SCC web site allows for travel planning, using all modes of transport, from start to end destination using fully integrated travel means


	Reducing emissions from the Council’s Activities 1

(Section 6.5.1)
	Reduce car dependency and facilitate transport choice by encouraging alternatives to car use along with changes in working arrangements.
	SBC (Chief Executive Team) 
	Long-term
	2005 - Spelthorne joined the Surrey Car share scheme.



	Reducing emissions from the Council’s Activities 2

(Section 6.5.1)
	Spelthorne Borough Council’s Business Travel Plan.
	SBC (Chief Executive Team)
	2006
	This review took place in 2006 to link into Surrey’s Local Transportation Plan 2

	Reducing emissions from the Council’s Activities 3

(Section 6.5.2)
	All new fleet vehicles purchased by Spelthorne Borough Council will be meet Euro III emissions as a minimum, additionally, where appropriate, the use of alternatively fuelled vehicles will be considered. 
	SBC (Direct Services)
	Ongoing
	2008: (i) All of the Council’s refuse collection vehicles have been upgraded to Euro IV standard. (ii) All refuse vehicles have the option of using diesel, when available. (iii) The Council is monitoring the development of electric/petrol hybrid vans for procurement.



	Heathrow Emissions 1

(Section 6.6.2)
	Spelthorne Borough Council will continue to work to in partnership to minimise the impacts on air quality caused by the activities of Heathrow Airport air.
	SBC (Environmental Health)

& BAA, and the airline industries
	Ongoing
	There have been regular meetings with BAA; with our air quality colleagues at Slough BC and the LB Hounslow and LB Hillingdon.  Involvement has also taken place on the Project for a Sustainable Heathrow http://www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/groups/dft_aviation/documents/divisionhomepage/029747.hcsp
Consultation on a number of BAA initiatives and documents, including to name but two: the Heathrow air quality action plan, and the Heathrow environment strategy.



	Land Use Planning 1

(Section 6.7.1)


	Ensure that the new Development Framework incorporates planning policy that will not adversely impact air quality, but furthermore, enhance air quality where possible.


	SBC 

(Planning Policy)
	2005
	Consultation on Scoping Report for Local Development Framework. 

	Land Use Planning 2

(Section 6.7.2)


	Ensure that the future development of land will not adversely impact on air quality.
	SBC (Development Control & Environmental Health); SCC (Transportation Development Control)


	Ongoing
	Ongoing ~ section 3 refers

	Sunbury Cross Area 

(Section 7.3)
	As part of the planning process, Spelthorne Borough Council will ensure that the impacts on air quality caused by the future development of land within the Sunbury Cross area will be taken into consideration, and where necessary mitigated again in line with the polluter pays principal.


	SBC (Development Control & Environmental Health); SCC (Transportation Development Control)
	Ongoing
	2008 - Local Criteria for Validation of Planning Applications set by Spelthorne will require an air quality assessment to be submitted with any application for a major project.



	Industrial Sources 1

(Section 6.8)
	Continue to ensure that emissions from all ‘prescribed processes’ remain controlled and regulated in line with national policy.


	SBC (Environmental Health)
	Ongoing
	100% of programmed inspections completed for each year 

	Smoke Emissions 1

(Section 6.9.1)
	Continue to enforce the Smoke Control Areas within the borough.
	SBC (Environmental Health)
	Ongoing
	As from 2004, enquiries and services request specific to smoke control issues is to be recorded separately.  In 2004 2 complaints were received about observing smoke from chimneys.  Information has been provided to the responsible householders and no further smoke has been observed.

In 2006, Council’s website was updated with a link through to the UK’s smoke control webpage operated by Netcen which provides details of exempted fireplaces and authorised fuels.



	Smoke Emissions 2

(Section 6.9.2
	The Borough of Spelthorne will encourage the recycling of the green waste generated in the borough and discourage the burning of domestic waste as a means of waste disposal.
	SBC (Environment Services & Environmental Health)
	Ongoing
	February 2005 ~ Garden waste collection service began where green waste is collected weekly from all properties and sent for composting.

When nuisance complaints about frequent smoky bonfires are received by the Environmental Health Department, the persons responsible for the fires are written to with information being provided on more sustainable waste disposal options for green waste.



	Smoke Emissions 3

(Section 6.9.2)
	Enforce against bonfires that are causing a statutory nuisance.
	SBC (Environmental Health)
	Ongoing
	While there has been no change in recording methodology in respect of bonfires, since 2003 there has been a general decline in the number of reported domestic and commercial bonfires within the Borough.

 

	Smoke Emissions 4

(Section 6.9.2)
	Where appropriate, use enforcement powers to control dark smoke from bonfires
	SBC (Environmental Health)
	Ongoing
	By working with the site owner, appropriate formal action has been taken to prevent the recurrence of dark smoke emissions at 2 premises.  At one commercial premise this has resulted in the eviction of the person responsible for regular burning and a dark smoke incident.



	Smoke Emissions 5

(Section 6.9.2)
	Bonfires at commercial premises will be passed to the Environment Agency for enforcement purposes.


	Spelthorne Borough Council (Environmental Health)
	Ongoing
	In addition to preventing commercial waste burning within Spelthorne, this action has resulted in formal EA intervention in cases of illegal disposal of waste.

	Raising Awareness and the Provision of Information 1

(Section 6.10)
	Raise the public’s awareness of initiatives that will improve the quality of air within the borough of Spelthorne.
	Spelthorne Borough Council (Environmental Health)
	Ongoing
	Since September 2003, regular features about air quality have been placed in the Borough Bulletin Magazine (which is distributed to all households within the Borough 4 times a year). Articles have also been placed on Spelthorne Internet site.



	Working in Partnership 1

(Section 6.11) 
	Spelthorne Borough Council will continue to work, in partnership with its neighbouring boroughs and others for the control of air pollution and continued improvement of air quality.   


	Spelthorne Borough Council (Environmental Health)
	Ongoing
	Working relationships with other Surrey Local Authorities, in addition to the Slough Borough Council and the London Boroughs of Hillingdon and Hounslow.

	Working in Partnership 2

(Section 6.11)
	Spelthorne Borough Council will seek opportunities for effective partnerships for the continued improvement of air quality


	Spelthorne Borough Council (Environmental Health)
	Ongoing
	Ongoing

	Air Quality Monitoring 1

(Section 6.12)
	Spelthorne Borough Council will enhance the NO2 monitoring network within Spelthorne in order to develop a better understanding of the air quality within Spelthorne.
	Spelthorne Borough Council (Environmental Health)
	Ongoing
	Nitrogen dioxide is monitored at 47 sites within the Borough using diffusion tubes. Expand by 14 tubes in 2004 and a further 3 added in 2007.

2005 ~Spelthorne Borough Council has purchased 2 advanced road traffic counters to obtain further road traffic data at hotspot locations.

2006~Spelthorne Borough Council installed a real-time nitrogen dioxide analyser located in Sunbury Cross area.

2007~Spelthorne Borough Council used a PM10 particulates monitor (OSIRIS) for a short-term study at Sunbury Cross



	Air Quality Monitoring 2

(Section 6.12)
	Spelthorne Borough Council will make available regularly updated detailed information about the quality of air within Spelthorne on the Council’s website (http://www.spelthorne.gov.uk).


	Spelthorne Borough Council (Environmental Health)
	Ongoing
	Regular updates are made, generally on a monthly basis.

A Major revamp to the air quality pages on the website is planned for 2008 to make the site more user friendly for both residents and professionals.

	Air Quality Monitoring 3

(Section 6.14)
	Spelthorne Borough Council will use the data obtained, in partnership with Surrey County Council to find further cost-effective measures to reduce emissions emanating from County maintained roads within Spelthorne.
	Spelthorne Borough Council (Environmental Health)
	Ongoing
	Real-time road traffic data obtained at exceedance locations within Spelthorne is to be shared and used by SCC within the Surrey County Road Traffic model (currently being updated), which is used within Spelthorne’s air quality review and assessment modelling. In 2007 measured contribution 6 Photo Voltaic sites to energy production plus introducing suppliers buy back.

	Energy Efficiency in Buildings 1

(Section 6.15)
	Establish the innovations programme; “Future Green”, which seeks to fund and promote energy efficient services and measures.  
	Spelthorne Borough Council (Environment Services)
	2004 -On-going


	Some elements of the programme have been completed and delivered within time, including: Photo voltaic for Sunbury Leisure Centre; feasibility studies and business plans for renewable energy sources plants for two sites in the borough.



	Energy Efficiency in Buildings 2

(Section 6.15)
	Utilise the results of the Borough thermal imaging survey to promote the benefits and potential for energy efficiency in all sectors.  
	Spelthorne Borough Council (Environment Services)
	2004 - 2007
	2005 ~ The program was renamed as “Don’t be a waster” campaign, as part of the current Low carbon Management agreement with the Carbon Trust, i.e. program is for 10 years. The council has implemented a series of new measures to implement energy saving and efficiency measures/ data collection across our assets.

2006 ~ Energy Champions group to raise awareness. 

2007 ~ Analysis and consumption of gas and electricity across all Council sites (total of 51 sites and 5 are gas).

Target sites to reduce consumption being set up for 2008



	Energy Efficiency in Buildings 3

(Section 6.15)
	Link the Fuel Poverty Strategy to the weekly heating costs of properties occupied by vulnerable residents to a percentage of the state pension.


	Spelthorne Borough Council (Environment Services)
	2008 - 2010
	The new fuel poverty strategy will be launched to reflect the council revised fuel poverty index figures, after the stock survey in 2007 is analysed

	Energy Efficiency in Buildings 4

(Section 6.15)
	Achieve the Home Energy Conservation Act (HECA) target of eradicating fuel poverty within the borough of Spelthorne. 
	Spelthorne Borough Council (Environment Services)
	2010
	2004 ~ Spelthorne Borough Council, HECA figures for 2003-2004 stands at 8.65%, putting us in the mid level of performing local authorities, rigorous efforts and budget allocation are put to enhance performance.

2005 - 2006 Our current figure is 9.15% based on 2004-2005 figures, we are looking to boost this figure with the output of our new HECA report 2005-2006 to be published after October 2006.

2007 ~ Display Energy Certificate needed by Law from October 2008 with report on Energy savings actions. In progess.




