Bus Review

For some months now Surrey County Council has been reviewing the support it gives to public buses, both the main network and the ‘school specials’ that serve some secondary schools. It was clear that the current subsidy of £12m a year net was not sustainable and major savings needed to be made.

In the autumn of 2009 SCC undertook intensive public consultation on a possible new pattern of routes on north Surrey. This included exhibitions, presentations to Local Committees and partner organisations, and a drop-in surgery in a bus in Staines High Street.

Many organisations and about 1,300 members of the public responded, and all the view were analysed and reported to SCC’s Cabinet. In Spelthorne the main issues were:

· Concern at possible loss of the north-south route 557 linking Ashford and St Peter’s Hospitals

· Concern at possible loss of the 218 route from Staines to Kingston

In parallel with consultation, routes were being renegotiated and re-tendered with bus operators. The upshot was that in June the County Council was able to agree a new pattern of routes which:

· Retained almost all the current links

· Responded to concerns raised in consultation, and

· Made major savings in subsidy spend

· Introduced some Sunday services on a six-month trial basis

See the North Surrey Bus Changes document: New timetables and supporting information will be sent out via all the usual channels.

On 13 July the Cabinet also agreed changes and reductions in ‘school special’ services from September 2011. However services to Spelthorne schools (Bishop Wand, Matthew Arnold, and Thamesmead) will be unaffected.

