
Community Safety Round Up
1. Introduction

This is the first of our monthly community safety updates giving details of key crime statistics and activities taking place across the Borough in order to reduce crime and disorder and anti-social behaviour

2. Latest Crime Statistics
· Crime has decreased by 0.2% in Spelthorne between April 2009 – June 2009 when compared with the same period last year. 
· This compares with 1.6% increase in Elmbridge and a 12.2% increase in Runnymede, who along with Spelthorne make up the North Police Division. 
· Overall in the North Division, Crime has increased by 3.6%.

· Detections for the same period - +9.3% for Spelthorne;  +12.3% for Elmbridge;  and -27.19% for Runnymede. 
· North Surrey overall is +1.4% 
Individual crime stats for same period as follows:

	Criminal damage           -0.7% 
	From 408 reports to 405

	Domestic burglary        +4.0%
	From 75 to 78

	Robbery                       +8.3%
	From 12 to 13

	Vehicle Crime               -22.6%

(excluding interference)                
	From 230 - 178

	Drug Offences              +34.1%
	From 82 - 110

	All Crime                      - 0.2% 
	From 1,846 to 1,842 


3. Orders/Contracts

There are currently 10 active Anti Social Behaviour Orders and 12 Acceptable Behaviour Contracts in Spelthorne.

4. How is Spelthorne performing within its ‘family’ of similar Partnerships
· Currently we are 11/15 – an improving position.  Our aim is to be average in our family by 2011. 

· See chart on next page.
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5. Area Round Up

Stanwell

Youth problems around Stanwell


Response:

· There has been an extension of the Section 30 order in Clare Road and  surrounding roads. This means police officers have the power for another three months to move on two or more youths from the area for a period of up to 24 hours, with an immediate power of arrest should they return. The Police Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) is hopeful that this continued extension will reduce the number of youth-related issues around Stanwell and make the shops a nicer place to visit at all times of day.  Feedback from residents is positive. 
· In order to address the displacement that can be caused by use of S.30 we funded the Skills 4 Life Construction Bus to operate from Clare Rd from March to Sept. This enables young people to try their hand at carpentry and plumbing . The current project is to build wooden flower planters, 3 of which have been completed and were raffled at the Women’s Institute Tuesday market. Due to the success of the project we intend to seek funding for 2010.  In addition we loaned a mosquito device to “3 in 1 Store”! and arranged for Corals Bookmakers to use their own to deter young people from hanging around the shops. The mosquito is an ultra sonic device that emits an irritating audible noise that is within the hearing range of young people.

Numerous graffiti tags and vandalism around Stanwell

Response:

As part of a crackdown on graffiti in Stanwell the Police are actively looking for links from particular tags to particular individuals – or groups of individuals – responsible for them. Once identified, they will be dealt with robustly for all of the graffiti tags that they have been identified for. Also, a project is being set up in conjunction with A2 Housing for a mural on the hoarding surrounding St Mary’s Lodge in St Mary’s Crescent, where professional graffiti artists will come down, paint this mural and educate local youths as to the merits of graffiti art over tagging.


Mini-motos and scrambler bikes 

Response:

Over the last few weeks the SNT has seen a decline in the number of reports of nuisance vehicles in the Hadfield Road park. The Team is working to find the people riding these bikes anti-socially and will use the appropriate legislation at our disposal to either seize the bikes or provide the rider with a warning about their behaviour. The Team is working with the Borough to find a suitable long-term venue for a motorbike track to be put in place, to enable the riders to take their bikes there and ride them in a safe and legal manner.

Staines Town

Anti-social behaviour around the Two Rivers area over the last few weeks. 
Response:
· A meeting took place between Police, Council, Two Rivers management, the Elmsleigh Centre Management and reps of Safer Runnymede to discuss ways of dealing with anti-social behaviour.


· The Police have worked Sundays, when incidents have been reported as occurring, to try and prevent such behaviour taking place. 


· Positive action has been taken with anyone committing crime.


Criminal damage in the Church Island/Street area
Response:
· The Police are continuing to increase their presence and regular patrols.


·  One incident related to damage caused to a shop window, and a suspect was arrested. He was subsequently prosecuted and charged with the offence of criminal damage.

· The Council in partnership with Surrey Police are looking at a Designated Public Place Order to combat adult street drinking. This legislation allows Police to seize open containers of alcohol.


Staines Urban


Royal Estate issues with anti-social riding of mini-motos and mopeds by youths

Response:
Extra Police patrols have been undertaken and young people spoken to - approach seems to have proved successful.

Mopeds in alleyways
Response:

Signs are being put up in the alleyways at Berryscroft Road and Bingham Drive warning of a £1,000 fine if caught.


Ashford Town

ASB and Graffiti

Response:

Regular high visibility patrols have been conducted in the priority areas at the times suggested by the public in order to try and deter potential troublemakers, and tackle graffiti in particular.  There have also been covert patrols in unmarked vehicles in order to witness offences being committed 'in situ'. 

Police have had recent success catching a number of graffiti artists which has amounted to over 30 separate detections for offences.

We have been working closely with local retailers to resolve issues they have been enduring in relation to anti-social behaviour from a specific group. 
The Council, A2 Dominion and Surrey Police have arranged a street meet in Kingston Crescent to tackle the large groups of youths that congregate to play football which as a result is causing damage to cars and property. We will be signing up the young people to join regular training sessions, to take part in a street clean up and Parents/Guardians to sign Good Neighbour Agreements.


Ashford Common

Dangerous and obstructive parking in Spelthorne Lane
Response:

•Police have issued several fixed penalty notices to offending vehicles to the  people  found responsible
  
• Police visible presence through regular patrols at the location to act as a 
  deterrent

Beards Road wanted Partners to engage with youths who frequent the local park in order to prevent and deter them from engaging in anti-social behaviour in the future.
Response: 

·  Police, Council and A2 Dominion Housing have worked together to secure funding and organise a programme of activities throughout the summer for the local youths. This is to be called the ‘Summer Project’ and will also encourage the young people to take pride in their own environment by taking part in a ‘street clean-up’, ‘design a street sign competition’ and making bird boxes, amongst other things. There will also be football coaching and a street party at the end of the programme.


· Arranging home visits for youths known to police to discuss ways of improving as well as praising good behaviour in the presence of their parents.

Graffiti in the local area

Response: 

· Police caught an individual responsible for a prominent ‘tag’ throughout Ashford and Sunbury. 

· Continued high visibility police patrols in hot spot locations in order to prevent and deter offending


·  Police forged good relationships with local youths and their parents, which has enabled them to gain more intelligence about who may be responsible for which ‘tags’

Shepperton and Laleham 
Increase in anti social behaviour by youths on the Studios estate 

Response: 
Increased police patrols in area and one Acceptable Behaviour Contract (ABC) issued, which is a voluntary agreements to help control and monitor behaviour.

Lower Sunbury

Fordbridge Road Car Park - vehicles are parking in the car park in the early hours of the morning and playing loud music, shouting and driving their vehicles in an anti social manner.

Response:

· Regular Police patrols in the car park during the early hours of the morning.  Stopped a number of vehicles and ascertained their reasons for being in the car park 


· Officers in the area asked to patrol the car park regularly when in Lower Sunbury in order to deter vehicles from using the car park in an anti social manner
·  Moved a number of vehicles from the car park and away from the area


Anti-social behaviour in Peregrine Road and surrounding area including mopeds riding anti socially in the garage block area
Response:


· Police have conducted regular patrols in the area at all times of the day


· A  number of residents spoken  to to discuss their concerns and obtain
information regarding who is involved in this behaviour

· Council, A2Dominion Housing and Police have liaised to agree action plan

· A number of youths on mopeds were stopped and advised that if they were caught riding on the pavement or riding their moped anti socially then they would be issued a Section 59 warning.
· A community action day held on Friday 29th May where 20 Good Neighbourhood Agreements were signed by residents.

· The above actions have resulted in a significant decrease in ASB.

Sunbury Common

Anti-social behaviour around Sunbury Cross, Forest Drive, Windsor Drive and Groveley Road.  

Response:
Regular police patrols in these areas. In the last month there were fewer reports of incidents in the area.

Anti-social use of motor vehicles around Tesco, in Sunbury, particularly overnight.


Response:

· Response units sent to the area to disperse the offending vehicles.  Still monitoring the situation and conducting regular hi-visibility patrols in the area.

· Council and Police to meet with Tesco management to discuss ways of dealing with issues.

Underage drinking in and around the area of Kenyngton Park, off Vicarage Road.

Response:

Police currently monitoring various off-licenses in the area and conducting more hi-visibility patrols at peak times of anti-social behaviour.  In the last month, the local SNT has been successful at seizing alcohol off underage youths and deterred people (over 18) from purchasing alcohol on their behalf. 

Shepperton and Halliford 

Anti-social behaviour, thefts from boats and untying of boats from their moorings was taking place around Shepperton Lock off the Towpath

Response:
· Set up a neighbourhood priority area for actions to be recorded on police systems. This makes other police officers aware of the issue for extra patrols and positive action, should they be called to deal with any incidents taking place at this location.


· Increased patrols in the area – conducting extra patrols during Operation Maximise which is a borough-wide policing response to anti-social behaviour late at night over the weekend.
.

Anti-social behaviour in the Greeno Park, Shepperton.

Response:

·  Residents, Police and Council met with local residents to find out the key times the youths were meeting in the park.

· Increased Police patrols in the area.

Other Activities


Streetscene Enforcement Officers:

The Clean Neighbourhood and Environment Act 2005 gave local authorities greater powers in respect of anti-social behaviour which affects the lives of other residents. The Council two Street scene Enforcement Officers to deal specifically with highway related issues. These officers are working with the Police and other partners, with particular emphasis on the following:

• Dropping of litter on the public highway
• Abandoned vehicles
• Fly-tipping
• Graffiti
• Fly posting (i.e. the placing of illegal signs on street furniture)
• The sale or repair of motor vehicles on the public highway
• The distribution of free printed matter on the public highway
• Street trading
To date no fixed penalty notices have been issued but the Team has been proactive in arranging ‘Awareness Days’ and in tackling a wide range of issues, particularly fly posting, flytipping and selling of vehicles on public highways.  Prosecutions are pending and costs are being recovered for work undertaken in removing flyposts. 
6.  Funding 
The Spelthorne Safer Stronger Partnership has recently agreed funding for the following projects:-

A replacement CCTV camera at Sunbury Cross subway

Upgrade of Ashford Camera system. Quotes have been  sought and work should commence shortly.
UJAM - Youth music and arts festival – Thursday 13th August 12pm-4pm
Community Payback – provide equipment, tools etc to enable offenders to carry out reparation work in Spelthorne 

7.  CCTV 
The Spelthorne Safer Stronger Partnership has 42 CCTV cameras in Spelthorne. 33 of these cameras are monitored 24/7 at the Safer Runnymede control room. 

Other cameras are monitored locally at Spout Lane, Stanwell, A316 lay-by and also in parks at Kenyngton Recreation Ground, Sunbury, Hengrove Park and Clockhouse Lane Ashford, Lammas Park, Staines, Littleton Recreation Ground, Shepperton

In addition to these cameras, there are 22 covert/overt cameras at the Sunbury Cross subway and 1 camera at the Greeno Day Centre in Shepperton. The Spelthorne Safer Stronger Partnership has also supported and funded CCTV schemes at shopping parades at Stainash Parade, Staines, Woodlands Parade, Ashford and The Avenue Parade, Sunbury.

Records show that from April 2008-March 2009, there were a total of 1219 incidents picked up by CCTV cameras and 297 arrests as a result of CCTV intervention.
Examples of recent incidents are shown below:
Sunbury
 Cross -Two males seen one brandishing a knife. Police attended and stopped in Heathcroft Avenue, knife had been discarded but recovered and male arrested. 
Staines, 
Church Street - Male seen on camera to have pushed female to floor, monitored male around town. Police attended and male arrested.

Staines, 
Church Street - ShopSafe report of fight at junction Clarence Street. Monitored fight; police and door staff attended and one arrested.
8.  Coming Up…..
· Partnership Action Days

The next dates and venues are as follows:
Wednesday 16th September - Ashford

Wednesday 11th November 2009 – Shepperton

Thursday 4th February 2010 – Staines
· Junior Citizen –  Will run from Mon 14th to Tue 29th Sept at British Airways Learning Centre. Around 1100 10 year olds are taking part. The event comprises various workstations that teach children how to stay safe near water, on the roads and railways and how to avoid danger from people they don’t know well. Other sets teach fire safety, first aid, citizenship, crime reduction and how to correctly and confidently make an emergency call when necessary.
· ‘Face the People’ -2 September 7.00pm - Salvation Army HQ, Ashford 

The second event to take place giving residents the opportunity to hear from and question the senior representatives of the Safer Stronger Partnership. 

· Community Warden - Mick Raynor, the community warden for Stanwell is to launch a new scheme called ‘Take a break’. This initiative is aimed at dog walkers, encouraging them to call in and have a chat and a ‘cuppa’ with Mick at Long Lane Recreation Ground. The aim of the project is to engage with vulnerable people who may be elderly or alone and could also be a good tool for receiving information.

Tim Kita 

On behalf of the Community Safety Team
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