Funding sources for community buildings and village halls

Awards for All

Awards for All is a national lottery grants scheme aimed at local communities.  Grants of between £500 and £5,000 are available to support projects that enable people to take part in sport, art, heritage and community activities, as well as projects that promote education, the environment and health in the local community.

Applications can be made at anytime by not-for-profit organisations, including Parish and Town Councils and schools. Awards for All aims to increase community involvement and participation, raise people’s skills and creativity and improve the quality of people’s lives.  In addition, preference is given to projects in the South East which:

· Benefit children and young people up to the age of 18 in areas where access to facilities and services is limited 

· Benefit disabled people

· Benefit older people (aged 60 or over)

· Help communities explore and share their heritage, traditions and cultures

· Benefit people who experience traditional or cultural barriers to full participation in the community

Awards for All 

3rd Floor Dominion House 

Woodbridge Road 

Guildford 

Surrey GU1 4BN

Telephone help line: 01483 462943

Requesting an application pack: 0845 600 2040

http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/england_main.html 
The Esmee Fairbairn Charitable Trust

Grants are available towards capital, revenue or project expenditure, under five specific categories:

· Arts and Heritage;

· Education;

· Environment;

· Social and Economic Research; and

· Social Welfare.

The Trust will fund the preservation of buildings of historic or architectural value where these are put to public use.   Other areas would include village hall/community building activities, which fall within one of the five categories above.

The Trust also operates a small grants scheme awarding grants up to £5,000, which are particularly focused on local, district and small national organisations.

The Esmeé Fairbairn Charitable Trust 

7 Cowley Street 

London SW1P 3NB  

Tel. 020 7227 5400

http://www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk/ 

Foundation for Sports and the Arts

The Foundation distributes money subscribed from the football pools.  The Foundation aims to enhance the quality of life for the community through the encouragement and funding of sport and the arts at every level.  Priority is to increase participation in and enjoyment of sport and the arts by the whole community regardless of competence.  Grant aid is given for capital and revenue funding to support athletic games and sports.  The Foundation prefers to be the key funder of the project or of a discrete element of the scheme.  The trust is also able to make interest-free loans where appropriate.  The maximum possible grant available is £75,000 but most grants awarded are not higher than £35,000 - £40,000 with the majority of grants being lower. 

Foundation for Sports and the Arts 

PO Box 20 

Liverpool L13 1HB

Tel. 0151 259 5505
http://www.thefsa.net 
Local Network Fund for Children and Young People

Grants are available to help set up projects for children and young people.  This area of funding could support new facilities or activities, which benefit children and young people in community centres or village halls.

Local Network Fund Team Tel. 01483 459292 ext 237

For an application pack Tel. 0845 113 0161

http://www.communityfoundation.co.uk/forms/guidelines/LNFGuidelines.pdf 
Lloyds TSB Foundation

The Foundation’s aim is to support under funded charities so people, especially disadvantaged or disabled people can splay a fuller role in the community.  Priority is given to projects, which fall into any of the following three areas:

· family support

· challenging disadvantage & discrimination

· helping make the voluntary sectors more effective

Community centres and activities for disadvantaged and disabled people of any age are listed as an eligible area for funding.

To discuss your project prior to making an application, please call John Paton – South East Manager on Tel. 023 9248 0774

www.lloydstsbfoundations.org.uk 

The Nationwide Foundation

The Foundation makes charitable grants to UK based organisations whose aim is to improve the quality of life and the range of opportunities for those in need, promote social inclusion and achieve real and sustainable benefit to communities.  Their current two key grant programmes are rural communities and volunteering projects.

Purchase, conversion and refurbishment of buildings, gardens or playgrounds and the acquisition of mini-buses are not eligible.  The Foundation will however fund a range of community activities related to community buildings or village halls:

· supporting volunteers;

· community based learning;

· transport schemes; and

· improving services and facilities in rural communities.

Further details can be obtained from:

The Nationwide Foundation 

Nationwide House 

Pipers Way, Swindon SN38 1NW

Advice Line Tel 01793 655113 (9.30 am – 1.00 pm) 

www.nationwidefoundation.org.uk 

The Onyx Environmental Trust

The trust distributes funding to community and environmental improvement projects through the Government’s landfill tax credit scheme.  

A wide range of projects is funded including the maintenance, repair or restoration of religious or buildings of historic or architectural interest.  Buildings must be within a 10-mile radius of a landfill site.

Applications are made in two stages:

· Submission of an initial project outline, either online or by post.  If the project is eligible the trust will issue a full application form.

· Submission of full application.

The Onyx Environmental Trust 

Ruthdene 

Station Road 

Four Ashes 

Wolverhampton WV10 7DG

Tel.  01907 794600   

www.onyxenvtrust.org  

Rural Enterprise Scheme

The Rural Enterprise Scheme is managed by DEFRA and is funded from the European Union and from Central Government.  It aims to provide assistance for projects that help to develop more sustainable, diversified and enterprising rural economies and communities.  The scheme is operated on a regional basis within regional priorities.

Its primary aim is to help farmers adapt to changing markets and develop new business opportunities.  However, the Rural Enterprise Scheme also has a broader role in supporting rural communities by providing assistance for small-scale community based projects, including environmental, heritage, rural economy and community, including community buildings.

The two areas under which projects relating to community building and village halls would be funded include:

· Basic services for the rural economy & population; and

· Renovation & development of villages and protection & conservation of the rural heritage.

To obtain more information and to check whether your project is eligible, please contact:

Defra (RDS South East)

Government Buildings

Coley Park

Reading
Berkshire
RG1 6DT

Tel: 0118 958 1222

Email: enquiries.southeast@defra.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.defra.gov.uk/erdp/schemes/res/default.htm
SITA Environmental Trust

The trust distributes funding to community and environmental improvement projects through the Government’s landfill tax credit scheme.  

A wide range of projects funded including the maintenance, repair or restoration of religious or buildings of historic or architectural interest.  

Buildings must be within a 3-mile radius of an active SITA landfill site.  (See website for site locations).  

The trust has 3 funding categories:

The Community Chest Fund 


Projects from a few hundred up to £25,000. These projects should improve an aspect of community life at a local level.

The High Impact Fund

Projects up to £150,000.  Projects must benefit people from a wider geographical area and demonstrate a higher impact beyond the local community e.g. creation or upgrading a sporting or leisure facility.

The Partnership Programme  


Projects with a value of £150,000 or over.

To obtain details of whether your project is eligible, the contact details are as follows: 

SITA Environmental Trust 

The Barn 

Brinkmarsh Lane 

Falfield 

South Gloucs GU2 8PT  

Tel. 01454 262910  

Email. env.trust@sita.co.uk

www.sitaenvtrust.org.uk
UNLTD Millennium Award

Cash awards from £500 to £5,000 plus advice, training and mentoring are available to individuals or informal groups of people who want to set up new community projects in their spare time.

The awards include a package of support as well as financial, designed specifically to the individual’s needs to develop and run their community project.

UnLtd Millennium Awards are funded by the income from a legacy of £100 million granted by the Millennium Commission to create a permanent endowment for the fund.

Over 25,000 people have received a Millennium Award across the UK covering a range of community projects, including sport.

To obtain further information and an application form contact UnLtd on:


Tel. 0845 8501122 

www.unltd.org.uk
Village Hall Loans Fund

The National charity ACRE (Action with Communities in Rural England) manages the Village Hall Loan Fund on behalf of the Countryside Agency.

Loans can be taken for 5 or 8 years.  The current interest rate is 8%, which is set by the Treasury.

£8,000 - £12,000 is the average loan requested although loans of £20,000 or more can be made.  Priority is give to smaller loans of £8,000 or less.

The loan fund can provide help with:

· Provision of a new hall;

· Acquisition of a building and its conversion into a village hall;

· Capital improvements to existing halls;

· Essential repair work and measures to increase energy efficiency

Martin Moss 

Surrey Community Action 

Community Buildings and Village Halls Adviser 

Tel. 01483 459292 ext 225

http://www.surreyca.org.uk/com_halls_fundingnews.htm 
