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The lack of effective regulation and policing of the Motor Salvage Industry means that there
are many opportunities for unscrupulous traders to dispose of stolen vehicles. These vehicles
may be broken up for their component parts to be sold on or broken to provide parts to repair
a damaged vehicle. Some are used to provide a false identity for already stolen vehicles - a
process known as 'ringing'.

The Motor Salvage Industry have worked hard to drive out the criminal element which taints
their image. But less scrupulous companies continue to undermine their efforts.

The Motor Salvage Operators Regulations 2002, made under the Vehicles (Crime) Act 2001
will make it much harder for criminals to dispose of stolen vehicles and increase the chance of
their detection if they do so. By making vehicle crime less attractive we will help to reduce the
opportunities for car thieves to profit and prevent an estimated 33,000 fewer vehicles being
stolen every year.

I am grateful for the support of the industry, the police and local government for these
Regulations and for their involvement in the drafting of this guidance document.

RT. HON. JOHN DENHAM
MINISTER OF STATE
HOME OFFICE
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1.1 This document provides guidance for the
police, local authorities and industry on
implementing the provisions of the Vehicles
(Crime) Act 2001 relating to the statutory
regulation of the motor salvage industry that
comes into effect on 21 October 2002. It is issued
jointly by the Home Office and the Local
Government Association. It has been prepared in
consultation with the Association of Chief Police
Officers, the Motor Vehicle Dismantlers’
Association of Great Britain, the British Vehicle
Salvage Federation, the Federation of Small
Businesses, and the Small Business Service.

1.2 The duties required to be undertaken by
Local Authorities in accordance with these
regulations shall for the purposes of the Local
Government (Functions and Responsibilities)
(England) Regulations 2000 be deemed as non-
executive. (See Regulation 6 in Annex C).

1.3 The guidance is non-statutory (i.e. it does
not have the force of law), and should not be
regarded as authoritative legal advice. If there
is any doubt as to the application or
interpretation of the legislation, advice should
be sought from a legal adviser.

1.4 Further copies of this guidance are available
by e-mailing lutfur.rahman@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk
or by contacting the Home Office switchboard on
020 7273 4000 and asking for Lutfur Rahman in
the Vehicle Crime Reduction Section. It can also
be found on the Home Office and Local
Government Association Web-sites
www.homeoffice.gov.uk/pcrg/prcru.htm and
www.lga.gov.uk respectively. This guidance can be
freely produced provided the source is
acknowledged.

SECTION 1: SCOPE AND STATUS OF GUIDANCE



2.1 The provisions in the Act regulating the
motor salvage industry were developed by a Task
Group of the Vehicle Crime Reduction Action
Team (VCRAT). This was set up in September
1998 to develop a strategy to meet the
Government’s 30% vehicle crime reduction target
over the 5-year period ending March 2004.  The
Task Group comprised the police, insurance
industry, the International Association of Auto
Theft Investigators, the British Vehicle Salvage
Federation, the Motor Vehicle Dismantlers’
Association of Great Britain, and relevant
Government Departments and Agencies (Home
Office, Department of the Environment
Transport and the Regions, Driver Vehicle and
Licensing Agency and the Department of Trade
and Industry). 

2.2 During development of the proposals, the
industry representatives consulted widely with
their membership.

2.3 The need for statutory regulation stemmed
from a court decision (in the case of SUCH v.
GIBBONS (June 1980)) that the Scrap Metal
Dealers Act 1964 (SMDA) did not apply to the
motor salvage operators. The lack of proper
regulation meant that there were many
opportunities for the criminal element in the
motor salvage industry to dispose of stolen
vehicles. 

2.4 The Task Group proposed that statutory
regulation was the right way forward requiring the
industry to:

● be registered; 
● maintain appropriate records of purchases

and disposals; 
● require identification checks for vendors

and purchasers; and 
● allow the police the right of entry to

premises and the right of search without
warrant.

2.5 A public consultation document containing
the Task Group’s proposals was published in April
2000. This can be viewed on the Home Office
website www.homeoffice.gov.uk/pcrg/aacdu2.htm

2.6 The Vehicles (Crime) Act received Royal
Assent on 10 April 2001.
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Section 2: BACKGROUND



3.1 The main provisions of the Act relating to
the regulation of the motor salvage industry are
summarised below:

3.2 Section 1: Sets out a requirement on any
person carrying on business as a motor salvage
operator in the area of a local authority to register
as such with that authority; creates an offence for
failing to do so; defines who comes within the
scope of the Act and therefore needs to register
and explains that “registered” refers to a register
established and maintained by a local authority
for the purpose of the Act.

3.3 Section 2: Provides for local authorities to
establish and maintain a register of motor salvage
operators. Regulations made under this Section
will prescribe the form of the register and the
information to be kept in it. It also sets the period
of registration and requires local authorities to
provide for members of the public to inspect the
register for a fee to be determined by the local
authority and to provide certified copies of entries
on the register for a fee to be determined by the
local authority.

3.4 Section 3: Covers applications for
registration and renewal. Regulations under this
Section will prescribe the information to be
provided to the Local Authority for the purpose of
registration or renewal and provides for the Local
Authority to set a fee for the purpose of registration
or renewal. It establishes a “fit and proper” test to
be applied by the local authority when considering
an application for registration or renewal.

3.5 Section 4: Sets out the circumstances under
which a local authority may cancel a registration.

3.6 Section 5: Provides a right for motor
salvage operators to make representations to the
local authority when an application for
registration or renewal has been refused or when a
registration has been cancelled. 

3.7 Section 6: Provides a right for motor
salvage operators to make an appeal to a

magistrates’ court when a local authority has
maintained its decision to refuse an application
for registration or renewal or to cancel a
registration in the light of representations made
under Section 5. 

3.8 Section 7: Provides for Regulations to be
made specifying the records to be kept by a
registered person and creates an offence for failing
to keep the specified records.

3.9 Section 8: Provides for Regulations to be
made requiring registered persons to issue
notifications of destruction of motor vehicles and
creates an offence for failing to do so.

3.10 Section 9: Deals with the rights of the
police services to enter and inspect premises and
to require the production of or inspect any motor
vehicle or parts kept on the premises or to require
the production or inspection of or to take copies
of any records which the motor salvage operator is
obliged to keep by virtue of the Act.

3.11 Section 10: Creates an offence of making
false statements in connection with an application
for registration.

3.12 Section 11: Sets out requirements for
registered persons to notify the local authority
with regard to changes affecting the accuracy of
information supplied in connection with an
application; changes affecting an entry on a
register and when a motor salvage operator ceases
to operate as such. It creates an offence for failing
to make such notifications.

3.13 Section 12: Creates an offence of giving
false particulars on sale for salvage. 
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THE REGISTER

4.1 Section 1 of the Act places a requirement on
all persons carrying on a business as a motor
salvage operator to register with the local
authority in whose area their registered place of
business is located. This section creates an offence
of failing to register. Any person who fails to
register with their local authority will be guilty of
an offence and will be liable, on summary
conviction, to a fine not exceeding level 5 (i.e. not
exceeding £5,000) on the standard scale.

4.2 The Act (Section 2(1)) requires every local
authority to establish and maintain a register of
persons carrying on a business as a motor salvage
operator (as defined in Section 1(2) of the Act). A
local authority for the purpose of the Act is
defined in Section 16(3) as a unitary authority or
a district council (so far as they are not a unitary
authority) in England, and a county council or a
county borough council in Wales. Local
authorities are required to keep the register
(Section 2(2) of the Act). We have not prescribed
the format in which the register is to be kept
leaving this to the discretion of the local authority.

DETAILS TO BE KEPT ON THE
REGISTER

4.3 Local authorities are required to keep the
following details on the register in relation to each
registration (Section 2(3) of the Act and
Regulation No.3):

● the full name and date of birth of the motor
salvage operator, the full names and dates of
birth of all the directors if the business is
undertaken by a body corporate, or the full
names and dates of birth of all the partners
if the business is undertaken by a
partnership.

● the address -

(i) if the operator is an individual, of his
usual place of residence;

(ii) if the operator is a partnership, of each
partners usual place of residence;

(iii) if the operator is a body corporate of
its registered or principal office; and

(iv) the address of each place in the
administrative area of the local
authority which is occupied by the
motor salvage operator wholly, mainly
or partly for the purpose of carrying
on a business as defined in Section
1(2) of the Act.

PERIOD OF REGISTRATION

4.4 Each registration will be valid for a period
of three years from the date on which the entry
was made in the Register (Section 2(4) of the
Act). A person will be deemed to have ceased to
be registered if they have not made an application
for renewal of registration before the expiry date
of their existing registration. If an application for
renewal has been made prior to the expiry of the
existing date of registration and the local authority
have not completed registration by the date of
expiry, the registration of that person will
continue until such time as the application
process has been completed, including any appeal
under Section (6) of the Act. If that application is
determined in favour of the applicant the
registration will be deemed to have taken effect
from the day immediately following the date of
expiry of the earlier registration (Sections 2(4) (5)
(6) of the Act refer).

PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE
REGISTER

4.5 The local authority must ensure that the
contents of the register are available for
inspection by members of the public at any
reasonable time. The local authority may charge
a reasonable fee for this service. Should a
member of the public request a copy of an entry
on the register this may be provided and should
be certified by the authority as a true copy. The
local authority may charge a reasonable fee for
this service (see Section 5 on Local Authority
Fees on pages 8-9).
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4.6 The only information that will appear on
the register available to members of the public will
be:

● the full name of the motor salvage operator,
the names of all the directors if the business
is undertaken by a body corporate, or the
names of all the partners if the business is
undertaken by a partnership.

● the address -

(i) if the operator is a body corporate of
its registered or principal office; and

(ii) the address of each place in the
administrative area of the local
authority which is occupied by the
motor salvage operator wholly, mainly
or partly for the purpose of carrying
on a business as defined in Section
1(2) of the Act.

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION
OR RENEWAL OF REGISTRATION

4.7 An applicant for registration or renewal of
registration will be required to complete an
application form available from the local
authority. The appropriate fee must accompany
the completed application form for registration
determined by the local authority (see Section 5
on Local Authority Fees on pages 8-9).

4.8 Regulation 4 specifies the information
required by the local authority in order to
determine such an application. Local authorities
will need therefore to ensure that:

The application form will request the following
information:

● the full name and date of birth of the
applicant or the names and dates of birth of
all the directors or partners if the applicant
business is undertaken by a body corporate
or a partnership;

● the address  of the usual place of residence
of each applicant or director or partner of
the applicant business;

● the address of each place in the
administrative area of the local authority
which is occupied by the motor salvage
operator wholly, mainly or partly for the
purpose of carrying on a business as defined
in Section 1(2) of the Act;

● whether this is an initial application or an
application for renewal of registration;

● whether any previous application for
registration has been refused and if so by
which Local Authority and the reasons for
refusal;

● any convictions under Part I of the Vehicles
(Crime) Act 2001;

● any convictions for any of the following
offences specified in The Motor Salvage
Operators (Specified Offences) Order 2002
(See Annex C);

● undischarged bankruptcy of the applicant
or any directors or partners of the applicant
business.

The application form may also state:

● the fee that the local authority has decided
to charge in exercise of its powers under
Section 3(2) of the Act and that this fee is
non-returnable.

● that under Section 2(4) of the Act,
registration expires after three years and a
newly completed application form will need
to be submitted to the local authority, two
months prior to the expiry of the current
registration, together with the required fee. 

● that completed application forms will be
submitted to the local police for comment
prior to the registration process being
completed.

LOCAL AUTHORITY CONSIDERATION
OF APPLICATIONS

4.9 In order for a local authority to consider
registration all sections on the application form
must be completed and the appropriate
registration fee must accompany the form.

4.10 Local authorities shall work on the basis
that an applicant should be registered unless the
application form is incomplete, the appropriate
fee has not been paid or they are not satisfied that
the applicant is a “fit and proper” person to carry
on the business of a motor salvage operator.

4.11 In considering whether an applicant is a “fit
and proper” person the local authority should take
into account the information provided on the
application form in relation to: 

● unspent convictions under Part I of the
Vehicles (Crime) Act 2001;
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● unspent convictions as specified (see
paragraph 4.8 above);

● details of any undischarged bankruptcy;
● information provided by the police (which

must be disclosable to the applicant and in a
court of law).

4.12 The local authority may, on the basis of the
information available to them, propose to refuse a
registration if they are not satisfied that the
applicant is a “fit and proper” person. The
expectation being that anyone declaring any of
the above will be refused registration. In reaching
their decision the local authority will take into
account the information provided on the
application form together with any information
provided by the police. It is envisaged that the
police will make the minimum number of checks
required to confirm the data on the application
form and to provide any “disclosable” intelligence.
Any such information must be disclosable to an
applicant and in a court of law. However, before
refusing a registration they must give the
applicant opportunity to make representations
(see paragraphs 4.23 - 4.25 on representations). 

4.13 Following the successful registration of an
application the local authority will issue a letter of
confirmation that will indicate the date of expiry
of the registration and the need to apply for
renewal of registration two months before that
date. 

REQUIREMENT ON MOTOR
SALVAGE OPERATORS TO NOTIFY
THE LOCAL AUTHORITY OF
CHANGES

4.14 The Act (Section11) places a requirement
on a registered motor salvage operator to notify
the local authority of any changes affecting the
information provided in their application for
registration. The registered person must give such
information to the local authority within 28 days
of the changes occurring.

4.15 A motor salvage operator who ceases to
operate as such must inform the local authority
with whom they are registered within 28 days of
the date on which they ceased their operation.
4.16 Failure to comply with these requirements
will be an offence and liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the
standard scale (i.e. not exceeding £1,000). In any
proceedings brought under Section 11 of the Act

it will be sufficient defence for the accused to
show that they took all reasonable steps and
exercised all due diligence to avoid committing
the offence.

OFFENCE OF MAKING FALSE
STATEMENTS

4.17 Any applicant for registration or renewal of
registration who knowingly or recklessly makes a
false statement or provides false information on
their application form for registration will be
guilty of this offence and will be liable on
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level
3 on the standard scale. (i.e. not exceeding
£1,000) (Section 10(1) of the Act).

4.18 Any person who is guilty of this offence and
who has had a previous application for registration or
renewal refused or has had a previous registration
cancelled will be liable on summary conviction to a
fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale (i.e.
not exceeding £5,000) (Section 10(2) of the Act).

CANCELLATION OF
REGISTRATION

4.19 A local authority may, having made a
registration, cancel it at any time if they are
satisfied that the person registered is no longer a
“fit and proper” person to carry on a business as a
motor salvage operator. 

4.20 They may also take into account any
intelligence provided by the police providing that
it is information that is disclosable to the person
registered and in a court of law.

4.21 A local authority may also cancel a
registration if they are satisfied that the person
registered is no longer carrying on a business as a
motor salvage operator and has not been doing so
for a period of at least 28 days. 

4.22 Representations and appeals can be made
against cancellation of registration (See paragraphs
4.23 - 4.25 on representations and paragraphs
4.26 - 4.27 on appeals).

REPRESENTATIONS 

4.23 A local authority (under Section 5 of the
Act) may not refuse to register an applicant, renew
registration or cancel a registration unless it has
complied with sections 5(2)-(8) of the Act. 
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This section requires the local authority to:

● serve notice on the applicant stating;
● what they are proposing to do
● the reasons for doing it
● the period within which the applicant can,

by notice, (being not less than 14 days from
the date the notice was served) require the
local authority to give the applicant the
opportunity to make representations about
the proposal or to inform them that they do
not wish to make any such representations.

4.24 Once a local authority has served notice on
the person registered of its proposal to refuse registration
or cancel registration it may not proceed to do so:

● until such time as the applicant/refusee has
made representations or informed them that
no representations will be made; or 

● a period of 14 days has elapsed without the
local authority being required by the
applicant or person registered to give them
the opportunity to make representations or
without them being informed that no
representations will be forthcoming.

4.25 Representations may be made orally or in
writing. If the applicant/person registered desires
to make oral representations the local authority
will arrange for them to appear before a person
appointed for that purpose by the local authority.
If the local authority decide to proceed with
refusal or cancellation they must serve a notice on
the person concerned informing them of their
decision. Such a notice will also inform the person of:

● their right to appeal against refusal or
cancellation (Section 6 of the Act - see
paragraphs 4.26 - 4.27);

● the time within which an appeal may be
made; and,

● in the case of cancellation the date on which
the cancellation comes into force.

APPEALS

4.26 Section 6 of the Act allows for appeals to be
made against a local authority’s decision to refuse
registration, refuse renewal of registration and
cancellation of registration. An appeal must be
made by the applicant within 21 days beginning
on the date that the local authority served notice
of its intention to refuse registration, refuse

renewal of registration and cancellation of
registration.

4.27 The procedure for making an appeal is by
way of a complaint for an order in the
Magistrates’ Court in accordance with the
Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980 (c.43). A
Magistrates’ Court may confirm, vary or reverse
the local authority’s decision and may give
directions, as it considers appropriate. The local
authority is required to comply with any
directions given by the Magistrates’ Court but
need not do so until:

● time for making an application under
section 111 of the Magistrates’ Courts Act
1980 (application by way of case stated) has
passed, or

● if such an application has been made, until
the final determination or withdrawal of the
application.

RE-REGISTRATION FOLLOWING
REFUSAL OF REGISTRATION OR
RENEWAL OF REGISTRATION OR
CANCELLATION OF REGISTRATION

4.28 A local authority may refuse to consider a
further application for registration or renewal
from an applicant whom they have refused as not
being a “fit and proper” person, for a period of
three years from the date of that refusal. Likewise
a local authority may refuse to consider a further
application for registration for a period of three
years following their decision to cancel a
registration on the basis of the person no longer
being “fit and proper”. The period of three years
will count from the date of cancellation. Sections
3(5)(6) and 4(5) of the Act refer. 

4.29 A person refused registration or whose
registration has been cancelled for any other
reasons than not being “fit and proper” may make
a fresh application for registration at any time.

4.30 A person whose registration lapses (when it
is not renewed on expiry) and who does not
continue to carry on a business as a motor salvage
operator (as defined in Section 1(2) of the Act)
may, if at a date in the future they re-start that
business, make a new application for registration.
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FEE FOR REGISTRATION OR
RENEWAL OF REGISTRATION

5.1 The authority is permitted to levy a
‘reasonable’ fee for the operation of the scheme, to
be collected from those seeking registration.
‘Reasonable’ has been defined in the context of
other licensing/registration regimes as meaning
cost recovery only. Authorities only have an
administrative duty under the Act.  A significant
surplus should not be made in carrying out this
statutory duty; an excessive surplus would be
subject to scrutiny by the District Auditor.

5.2 The Local Government Association (LGA),
in consultation with the Home Office, has
developed a set of model fees that are viewed as
representing the fee levels that are deemed to be
reasonable given the following the assumptions:

a) the LA duty should be straightforward to
fulfil, and generally should be delegated to
officers at an appropriate level;

b) the number of businesses involved
nationally is only around 3,500 (an average
of less than 10 per LA);

c) total administration time for 90% of
applications should be in the order of 1.5
hours per application.

5.3 In calculating the hourly figures below all
employee and associated on-costs have been
included. The base data is taken from information
supplied by a sample of local authorities. The
percentage additional on-costs are 22% for NI
and employment costs; 25% for LA central charges
including legal services, financial services etc.

5.4 An additional amount (15%) has been
added to the hourly rate to accommodate the few
occasions where registration may need to be
cancelled and any other unforeseen
administration. In addition, authorities may vary
the fees, up or down, by a maximum of 10% to
allow any special local circumstances to be
accommodated.

5.5 Authorities are advised to devise their own
scale of fees based on the basic data given below.
The LGA considers that the majority of
authorities would be setting fees in the order of
£40 - £70 per application. 
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Section 5: LOCAL AUTHORITY FEES

Hourly Rate (inc. employment costs,
other costs and a percentage

adjustment for unforeseen costs)

Admin Officer £25

Enforcement Officer £32

Environmental Health Officer £40

Principal EHO £45

Head of Service £75



FEES FOR PUBLIC ACCESS TO
THE REGISTER AND FOR
CERTIFIED COPIES OF ENTRIES
ON THE REGISTER

5.6 It is anticipated that requests for access to
the public register of registered operators would
be minimal, and therefore, local authorities may
wish to consider not making any charge for this
service. However, the Act provides for them to do
so if they so wish.

5.7 If a certified copy of a single register entry is
required, a charge of £10 per copy may be levied,
up to a maximum of 5 copies. If a non-certifiable
copy of a single entry is required or single copies
of more than one registration document is
required, an appropriate fee (in accordance with
the Local Authorities published sales of charges
for copying documents) may be levied.

5.8 Access to the register may only be
demanded during normal office opening hours.
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6.1 Records to be kept by the motor salvage
operator are specified in Regulations made under
Section 7 of the Act. Regulation No 5.

On receipt of a vehicle

6.2 The motor salvage operator must, on receipt
of a vehicle, make and keep the following records
either in a manual register, record book or
electronically:

(a) details of the vehicle, including Vehicle
Registration Mark (VRM), Vehicle
Identification  Number (VIN), make,
model and colour;

(b) the name, address and contact details of the
supplier of the vehicle;

(c) details of any proof of identity shown to the
registered person by, or on behalf of the
supplier of the vehicle, to establish the
identity of the vehicle supplier, including
whether any document produced was a UK
photocard driver’s licence, a passport, a
utility bill or rent book, or other form of
identification certaining a photograph of
the vehicle supplier;

(d) the general condition of the vehicle
including details of the type of damage to
the vehicle (for example whether the
damage has been caused by fire, water or
impact) and the part of the vehicle damaged

(e) the date on which the information referred
to at (a) - (d) above was entered on the
record.

However, in cases of vehicles collected by the
operator and where ID of the person legally
responsible for disposing of the vehicle is not
available at the point of collection or it cannot be
obtained from the collection source, the operator
must record the fact as well as the details of the
place/person the vehicle was collected from. In
cases were a vehicle is left (abandoned) at the
operators premises without the vendor providing
evidence of identification it should be treated as
an abandoned vehicle and reported to the police
and the local authority.

On selling or disposal of any
vehicle, the motor salvage operator
shall add the following information
against the relevant vehicle entry:

(a) date of sale or disposal;
(b) name, address and contact details of the

purchaser or recipient;
(c) details of proof of identity shown to the

registered person by, or on behalf of the
purchaser or recipient of the vehicle,
including whether any document produced
was a UK photocard driver’s licence, a
passport, a utility bill, Council tax bill or
rent book, or other form of identification
containing a photograph of the vehicle
purchaser;

(d) condition of the vehicle at the time of sale
or disposal (Repaired, unrepaired, condition
as at purchase, dismantled, etc.);

(e) the date on which the information referred
to as (a) - (d) above was entered on the
record.

6.3 The records must be located at or in the
case of electronic records, accessible from the
registered place of business. (Regulation 5.2)

6.4 The records of vehicles received and
disposed of, as set out in paragraph 6.2 above and
specified in the Regulations, are to be kept for a
period of 6 years after the date of the last entry.
(Regulation No 5.5).

6.5 Failure to keep the records specified in the
Regulations 5.3(a) (b) and (e) and 5.4 (a) (b) and
(e) will be an offence and liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 4 on the
standard scale (i.e. not exceeding £2,500). Section
7.4 of the Act and Regulation No 5.6.

6.6 Any person who, when selling a motor
vehicle to a motor salvage operator, in the course
of their business, gives a false name or address will
be guilty of an offence and liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the
standard scale (i.e. not exceeding £1,000) (Section
12 of the Act).
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VEHICLES OUTSIDE THE SCOPE
OF THE ELV DIRECTIVE

7.1 Section 8 of the Vehicles (Crime) Act 2001
provides a power to make regulations for the
notification by registered motor salvage operators
of the destruction of motor vehicles which fall
outside the scope of the ELV Directive i.e. non-
cars and light vans. Section 35 of the Act amends
the Scrap Metal Dealers Act 1964 and provides
for a similar power in respect of scrap metal
dealers. The Home Office intends to implement
these powers and introduce regulations at the
same time as the regulations are made under the
ELV Directive, and will at that time take full
account of the way in which the Certificate of
Destruction procedure under the ELV Directive
will work. This will reduce the burdens on
business by avoiding duplication.

7.2 The Department of Trade & Industry
consultation on options for implementing the
ELV Directive closed in November 2001. 
123 written responses were received and these,
along with the conclusions and recommendations
of the House of Commons Trade and Industry
Committee’s report into the economic impact of
the Directive, are being taken into consideration
as the best approach to implementation is
developed. An ELV Consultation Group,
consisting of the main representative organisations
for the vehicle manufacturing, dismantling and
recycling sectors, has been set up by DTI to help
identify the best approach for implementing the
Directive, including the practical operation of the
Certificate’s of Destruction system. DTI
announced on 21 June 2002 that “last owners”
would continue to be responsible for the costs of
disposing of their ELVs until 1 January 2007,
when producer responsibility for all ELVs will be
introduced. DTI expects to consult on draft
regulations in respect of these producer
responsibility arrangements before the end of the
year. DEFRA proposes to consult on draft
regulations relating to the permitting of
authorised treatment facilities by the end of the
year.
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8.1 The Act (Section 9) gives the police the
right of entry, without a warrant, at any
reasonable time to inspect the premises of a motor
salvage operator registered by a local authority.
The police may at any reasonable time:

● require production of , and  inspect, any
motor vehicles or salvageable parts kept on
the registered premises;

● require production of,  inspect, and take
copies of or extracts from any records that
the person registered is required to keep.

8.2 The police must, if required by the person
in charge of the premises at that time, produce
evidence of their identity, and their authority for
entering before entering the premises. The police
are not permitted to use force to enter registered
premises for the purposes described at paragraph
8.1 above.

8.3 The police may, if they suspect a premises is
being used to carry on a business as a motor
salvage operator without having be registered
under the Act may apply to a Justice of the Peace
for a warrant to enter and inspect those premises.

8.4 The police may, use reasonable force to gain
entry and exercise their powers under warrant as
described at paragraph 8.2 above.
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Section 8: POLICE RIGHT OF ACCESS TO INSPECT
RECORDS AND PREMISES



1 Requirement of registration for
motor salvage operators

(1) Any person who carries on business as a
motor salvage operator in the area of a local
authority without being registered for that
area by the authority shall be guilty of an
offence and liable on summary conviction to
a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard
scale.

(2) For the purposes of this Part a person carries
on business as a motor salvage operator if he
carries on a business which consists -
(a) wholly or partly in the recovery for re-

use or sale of salvageable parts from
motor vehicles and the subsequent sale
or other disposal for scrap of the
remainder of the vehicles concerned;

(b) wholly or mainly in the purchase of
written-off vehicles and their
subsequent repair and re-sale;

(c) wholly or mainly in the sale or
purchase of motor vehicles which are
to be the subject (whether immediately
or on a subsequent re-sale) of any of
the activities mentioned in paragraphs
(a) and (b); or

(d) wholly or mainly in activities falling
within paragraphs (b) and (c).

(3) In this Part “registered” means registered in
accordance with the provisions of this Part
in a register established and maintained by a
local authority under section 2; and cognate
expressions shall be construed accordingly.

2 Registers of motor salvage
operators

(1) Every local authority shall establish and
maintain a register for their area of persons
carrying on business as motor salvage
operators in that area.

(2) The register shall, subject to any
requirements that may be prescribed, be in

such form as the local authority consider
appropriate.

(3) Each person’s entry in the register shall
contain such particulars as may be
prescribed.

(4) A person shall cease to be registered in the
register at the end of the period of three
years in the beginning with the relevant day
unless his registration is renewed before the
end of that period in accordance with
section 3.

(5) Where, at the end of the period of three
years beginning with the relevant day, an
application for renewal of registration has
been made under section 3 but has not been
withdrawn or finally determined, the
registration of the person concerned shall be
deemed to continue until the withdrawal or
final determination of the application.

(6) If the application is finally determined in
favour of the applicant, the renewal shall be
deemed to have had effect from the end of
the period of three years beginning with the
relevant day.

(7) In subsections (4) to (6) “the relevant day”
means the day on which the person was
registered or (if the registration has
previously been renewed) the day from
which it was last so renewed.

(8) For the purposes of subsections (5) and (6)
an application shall be taken to be finally
determined -
(a) in the case of the grant of a renewal of

registration, when the grant is made;
(b) in the case of a refusal to grant a

renewal of registration, when no
appeal under section 6 is possible in
relation to the refusal or any such
appeal has been finally determined or
withdrawn.
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(9) The local authority shall secure that the
contents of the register are available for
inspection by members of the public at all
reasonable times subject to such reasonable
fees (if any) as the local authority may
determine.

(10) if requested by any person to do so and
subject to such reasonable fee (if any) as the
local authority may determine, the local
authority shall supply the person concerned
with a copy (certified to be true) of the
register or of an extract from it.

(11) Any such certified copy shall be evidence of
the matters mentioned in it.

3 Applications for registration and
renewal of registration

(1) An application for registration in a register
for a particular area or for the renewal of
such a registration -
(a) shall be made to the local authority

concerned in accordance with such
requirements as may be prescribed;
and

(b) shall be accompanied by a fee of such
amount (if any) as the local authority
may determine.

(2) A local authority may set the level of fees to
be charged in respect of applications -
(a) with a view to recovering the

reasonable costs incurred by them in
connection with the administration of
this Part; and

(b) so that different fees are payable in
different circumstances.

(3) A local authority shall, on receiving an
application under subsection (1) in register,
or (as the case may be) renew the registration
of, the applicant in that register unless they
are satisfied that he is not a fit and proper
person to carry on business as a motor salvage
operator.

(4) In deciding whether they are so satisfied, the
local authority shall, in particular, have
regard to -
(a) whether the applicant has been

convicted of any offences under this
Part; and

(b) whether the applicant has been
convicted of any offences of a
description specified by the Secretary
of State by order.

(5) Where a local authority have refused to
register a person in the register for their area
under subsection (3), they may refuse to
consider any application for registration made
by that person during the period of three
years beginning with the day on which the
refusal was first given.

(6) Where a local authority have refused to
renew a person’s registration in the register
for their area under subsection (3), they may
refuse to consider any application for
registration made by that person during the
period of three years beginning with the day
on which the refusal became final.

(7) This section is subject to section 5.

4 Cancellation of registration

(1) A local authority may cancel a person’s
registration in the register for their area if
they are satisfied that he is not a fit and
proper person to carry on business as a
motor salvage operator.

(2) in deciding whether they are so satisfied, the
local authority shall, in particular, have
regard to the matters to which, by virtue of
section 3(4), they shall have regard on an
application for registration or renewal of
registration.

(3) A local authority may cancel a person’s
registration in the register for their area if
they are satisfied that he is not carrying on
business as a motor salvage operator in that
area and has not, while registered, been
doing so for at least 28 days.

(4) A cancellation under this section shall not
have effect -
(a) if no appeal is brought under section

6, before the end of the period of 21
days mentioned in subsection (2) of
that section;

(b) if an appeal is brought under that
section, before the final determination
or withdrawal of the appeal.
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(5) Where a local authority have cancelled a
person’s registration in the register for their
area under subsection (1), they may refuse
to consider any application for registration
made by that person during the period of
three years beginning with the day on which
the cancellation had affect.

(6) this section is subject to section 5.

5 Right to make representations

(1) A local authority shall not -
(a) refuse to register a person who made

an application under section 3(1) for
registration in the register for their
area;

(b) refuse to renew the registration of a
person who made an application under
section 3(1) for renewal of registration
in the register for their area; or

(c) cancel a person’s registration in the
register for their area; unless they have
complied with the provisions if this
section.

(2) The local authority shall serve a notice on
the person concerned stating -
(a) what they are proposing to do;
(b) the reasons for it; and
(c) the period (not less than 14 days

starting with the date of service of the
notice) within which the person
concerned may be notice -
(i) require them to give him an

opportunity to make
representations about the
proposal; or

(ii) inform them that he does not
wish to make any such
representations.

(3) Where a notice has been served by the local
authority under subsection (2), the local
authority shall not proceed with their
proposed refusal or (as the case may be)
cancellation until -
(a) the person concerned has made

representations about it or informed
them that he does not wish to make
any such representations;

(b) the period mentioned in subsection
(2)(c) has passed without the local
authority being required to give the
person concerned an opportunity to

make representations or without them
being informed that he does not wish
to make any representations; or
(c) the conditions specified in

subsection (4) are satisfied.

(4) The conditions are that -
(a) the person concerned has required the

local authority to give him an
opportunity to make representations
to them about the proposal;

(b) the local authority have allowed him a
reasonable period to make his
representations; and

(c) he has failed to make them within that
period.

(5) The representations may be made orally or
in writing.

(6) If the person concerned informs the local
authority that he desires to make oral
representations, the local authority shall give
him an opportunity of appearing before,
and being heard by, a person appointed by the
local authority.

(7) If the local authority decide to proceed with
their proposed refusal or (as the case may
be) cancellation, they shall serve a notice on
the person concerned informing him of
their decision to proceed and of the refusal
or cancellation.

(8) A notice under subsection (7) shall also
inform the person concerned of -
(a) his right to appeal under section 6

against the refusal or cancellation;
(b) the time within which such an appeal

amy be brought; and
(c) in the case of a cancellation, the date

on which the cancellation is to have
effect.

6 Appeals

(1) An appeal against -
(a) a refusal by a local authority to register

in the register for their area a person
who has made an application under
section 3(1);

(b) a refusal by a local authority to renew
the registration in the register for their
area of a person who has made an
application under section 3(1); or



(c) the cancellation by a local authority of
a person’s registration in the register
for their area;

may be brought to a magistrates’ court.

(2) An appeal under this section shall be
brought within the period of 21 days
beginning with the day on which the person
concerned is served with a notice under
section 5(7).

(3) The procedure on an appeal under this
section shall be by way of complaint for an
order and in accordance with the
Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980 (c.43).

(4) For the purposes of the time limit for
bringing an appeal under this section the
making of the complaint shall be treated as
the bringing of the appeal.

(5) On an appeal under this section, the
magistrates’ court concerned may confirm,
vary or reverse the local authority’s decision
and generally give such directions as it
considers appropriate having regard to the
provisions of this Part.

(6) It shall be the duty of the local authority to
comply with any directions given by a
magistrates’ court under subsection (5); but
the authority need not comply with any
directions given by the court -
(a) until the time for making an

application under section 111 of the
Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980
(application by way of case stated) has
passed; or

(b) if such an application is made, until
the final determination or withdrawal
of the application.

Keeping of records etc.

7 Keeping of records

(1) The Secretary of State may by regulations
provide for the keeping of records by
registered persons.

(2) In subsection (1) “registered” includes
formerly registered.

(3) Regulations under this section may specify
provisions of the regulations as provisions to
which subsection (4) applies.

(4) A person who contravenes any provisions to
which this subsection applies shall be guilty
of an offence and liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 4 on
the standard scale.

8 Notification of destruction of
motor vehicles

(1) The Secretary of State may by regulations
provide for the notification by registered
persons of the destruction of motor vehicles.

(2) Regulations under this section may specify
provisions of the regulations as provisions to
which subsection (3) applies.

(3) A person who contravenes any provision to
which this subsection applies shall be guilty
of an offence and liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on
the standard scale.

Supplementary provisions and offences

9 Rights to enter and inspect
premises

(1) A constable may at any reasonable time
enter and inspect premises for the time
being entered in the register of a local
authority as premises which are -
(a) occupied as a motor salvage yard by a

person carrying on business as a motor
salvage operator; or

(b) occupied by a person carrying on
business as a motor salvage operator
wholly or partly for the purposes of his
business so far as it consists of any of
the activities mentioned in section
1(2).

(2) A constable may at any reasonable time -
(a) require production of, and inspect, any

motor vehicles or salvageable parts
kept at premises falling within
subsection (1); and

(b) require production of, inspect and take
copies of or extracts from any records
which the person carrying on business
as a motor salvage operator is required
to keep at such premises by virtue of
this Part.

(3) Subsection (4) applies where, on an
application made by a constable, a justice of
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the peace is satisfied that admission to
premises specified in the application is
reasonably required in order to secure
compliance with the provisions of this part,
or to ascertain whether those provisions are
being complied with.

(4) The justice may issue a warrant authorising
a constable to enter and inspect the premises
concerned.

(5) A constable -
(a) shall not be entitled to use force to

enter premises in the exercise of his
powers under subsection (1); but

(b) may if necessary use reasonable force
in the exercise of his powers under a
warrant issued under subsection (4).

(6) A constable, in seeking to enter any premises
in the exercise of his powers under
subsection (1), shall, if required by or on
behalf of the owner or occupier or person in
charge of the premises, produce evidence of
his identity, and of his authority for
entering, before doing so.

10 Offence of making false
statements

(1) A person who, in making an application to
be registered in the register of a local
authority or to renew his registration in such
a register -
(a) makes a statement which he knows to

be false in a material particular; or
(b) recklessly makes a statement which is

false in a material particular;
shall be guilty of an offence and, subject to
subsection (2), liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on
the standard scale.

(2) A person who is guilty of an offence under
subsection (1) shall be liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 5 on
the standard scale if -
(a) any previous application of his to the

local authority concerned for
registration or renewal of registration
was refused under section 3(3); or

(b) any previous registration of his in the
register of the local authority
concerned was cancelled under section
4(1).

11 Notification requirements

(1) A person applying to be registered in the
register of a local authority or to renew his
registration in such a register shall give
notice to the local authority of any changes
affecting in a material particular the
accuracy of the information which he has
provided in connection with the application.

(2) A person who is registered in the register of
a local authority shall give notice to the local
authority of any changes affecting his entry
in the register within 28 days of the change
occurring; and the local authority shall
amend the register accordingly.

(3) A person who is registered in the register of
a local authority and is not carrying on
business as a motor salvage operator in the
area of the local authority shall give notice
to the local authority concerned of that fact
within 28 days of the beginning of the
period in which he is not carrying on
business in that area while registered.

(4) A person who fails to give notice to a local
authority in accordance with subsection (1),
(2) or (3) shall be guilty of an offence and
liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.

(5) In proceedings for an offence under
subsection (4) it shall be a defence for the
accused to show that he took all reasonable
steps and exercised all due diligence to avoid
committing the offence.

12 Offence of giving false
particulars on sale for salvage

Any person who, on selling a motor vehicle to a
person who is in the course of carrying on
business as a motor salvage operator so far as it
consists of any of the activities mentioned in
section 1(2), gives that person a false name or
address shall be guilty of an offence and liable on
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level
3 on the standard scale.
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General

13 Application of “fit and proper”
test to companies etc.

(1) For the purposes of section 3(3) or 4(1) a
local authority shall be satisfied that a
company is not a fit and proper person to
carry on business as a motor salvage operator
if they are satisfied that any director of the
company is not a fit and proper person to
carry on such a business; and section 3(4)
and 4(2) shall be construed accordingly.

(2) For the purposes of section 3(3) or 4(1) a
local authority shall be satisfied that a
limited liability partnership is not a fit and
proper person to carry on business as a
motor salvage operator if they are satisfied
that any member of the partnership is not a
fit and proper person to carry on such a
business; and section 3(4) and 4(2) shall be
construed accordingly.

14 Proceedings for offences
under part 1

Proceedings for an offence under this Part shall
not be instituted except -

(a) by a local authority or a constable; or
(b) in any other case, with the consent of

the Attorney General.

15 Power to amend or repeal
private or local Acts

(1) The Secretary of State may by order amend
or repeal any provision of a private or local
Act passed before or in the same session as
this Act, if it appears to him necessary or
expedient to do so in consequence of this
Part.

(2) Before exercising his power under subsection
(1) in relation to any Act which concerns
the area of a local authority or county
council, the Secretary of State shall consult
the local authority or county council
concerned.

16 Interpretation of Part 1

(1) In this Part, unless the context otherwise
requires -
“carrying on business as a motor salvage
operator” has the meaning given by section
1(2);
“contravene”, in relation to any provision of
regulations, includes fail to comply with it;
“motor salvage yard” means any premises
where any motor vehicles are received or
kept in the course of the carrying on of
business as a motor salvage operator so far as
the business consists of any activities
mentioned in section 1(2) (excluding any
premises where only salvageable parts of
motor vehicles are so received or kept);
“motor vehicle” means any vehicle whose
function is or was to be used on roads as a
mechanically propelled vehicle;
“Notice” means notice in writing;
“premises” includes any land or other place
(whether or not enclosed);
“prescribed” means prescribed by regulations
made by the Secretary of State”;
“a register” means a register established and
maintained under section 2;
“registered” (and cognate expressions) have
the meaning given by section 1(3);
“road” means any highway and any other
road to which the public has access; and
“written-off motor vehicle” means a motor
vehicle which is in need of substantial repair
but in relation to which a decision has been
made not to carry out the repairs.

(2) The reference in section 5(5) to
representations being made in writing
includes a reference to representations being
made in a text which -
(a) is transmitted by means of a

telecommunications system (within
the meaning of the
Telecommunications Act 1984 (c.12))
or by other means but while in an
electronic form;

(b) is received in legible form; and
(c) is capable of being used for subsequent

reference.

(3) In this part ‘local authority” means -
(a) in relation to England -

(i) a unitary authority;
(ii) a district council so far as they

are not a unitary authority;
(b) in relation to Wales, a county council

or a county borough council.
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(4) In subsection (3) “unitary authority” means -
(a) the council of a county so far as they

are the council for an area for which
there are no district councils;

(b) the council of any district comprised
in an area for which there is no county
council;

(c) a London borough council;
(d) the Common Council of the City of

London in its capacity as a local
authority;

(e) the Council of the Isles of Scilly.

(5) For the purposes of this Part a person
carrying on business as a motor salvage
operator shall be treated as carrying on that
business in the area of a local authority if,
but only if -
(a) premises in that area are occupied by

him as a motor salvage yard;
(b) no premises are occupied by him as a

motor salvage yard (whether in that
area or elsewhere) but he has his usual
place of residence in that area; or

(c) no premises are occupied by him as a
motor salvage yard (whether in that
area or elsewhere) but premises in that
area are occupied by him wholly or
partly for the purposes of that business
so far as it consists of any of the
activities mentioned in section 1(2).

(6) Subsection (5) shall have effect, in relation
to any person who carries on business as a
motor salvage operator in partnership with
another person, as if any reference to the
occupation of a place (whether as a motor
salvage yard or otherwise) by a person were a
reference to the occupation of that place for
the purposes of the partnership by that
person, alone or jointly with a member of
the partnership, or by another member of
the partnership alone.

(7) References in this Part to offences under this
Part include references to anything which is
an offence by virtue of section 7(3) and (4)
or 8(2) and (3).

(8) References in this Part to an appeal under
section 6 being finally determined or
withdrawn include references to the final
determination or withdrawal of proceedings
by way of case stated which relate to a
decision by a magistrates’ court on an appeal
under that section.
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The Secretary of State, in exercise of the powers
conferred upon him by section 2(3), 3(1), 7(1),
7(3) and 41(2) of the Vehicles (Crime) Act
2001(a), having regard to the definition of
“prescribed” in section 16(1) of that Act, and
sections 13 and 105(2) of the Local Government
Act 2000(b), hereby makes the following
Regulations:

Citation, commencement and
extent

1 These Regulations, which extend to
England and Wales, may be cited as the Motor
Salvage Operators Regulations 2002 and shall
come into force on 21st October 2002.

Interpretation

2. In these Regulations -

“the 2001 Act” means the Vehicles (Crime)
Act 2001;
“partnership” has the same meaning as in
section 1(1) of the Partnership Act 1890(c);
“ bankrupt” has the same meaning as in
section 381 of the Insolvency Act 1986(d);

Particulars of each motor salvage
operator’s entry on the register

3. For the purposes of section 2(3) of the 2001
Act, the prescribed particulars of each motor
salvage operator’s entry in the register are -

(a) the full name and date of birth of the
motor salvage operator, the full names
and dates of birth of all the directors if
the business is undertaken by a body
corporate, or the full names and dates
of birth of all the partners if the
business is undertaken by a
partnership;

(b) the address -

(i) if the operator is an individual,
of his usual place of residence;

(ii) if the operator is a partnership of
each partner’s usual place of residence;

(iii) if the operator is a body
corporate, of its registered or
principal office; and

(iv) of each place in the
administrative area of the local
authority which is occupied by
the motor salvage operator
wholly, mainly or partly for the
purpose of carrying on a business
as defined in section 1(2) of the
2001 Act.

Requirements for registration or
renewal of registration

4. (1) For the purposes of section 3(1) of the
2001 Act, an application for registration in
a register for a particular area or an
application for the renewal of such
registration must contain the following
information:

(a) the full name and date of birth of the
applicant, or the names and dates of
birth of all the directors or partners if
the applicant business is undertaken by
a body corporate or a partnership;

(b) the address of the usual place of
residence of each applicant or director
or partner of the applicant business;

(c) the address of each place in the
administrative area of the local
authority which is occupied by the
applicant wholly, mainly or partly for
the purpose of carrying on a business
as defined in section 1(2) of the
2001 Act;

(d) whether it is an initial application to
register or an application for renewal
of registration;
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(e) whether any previous application for
registration has been refused and, if so,
by which local authority, and for what
reasons;

(f ) any convictions for any offence under
Part 1 of the 2001 Act;

(g) any conviction for any offence
specified in an Order made by the
Secretary of State in pursuance of his
power under section 3(4)(b) of the
2001 Act;

(h) whether the applicant, or any of the
directors or partners of the applicant
business, is a bankrupt.

Requirement for records to be kept by
registered persons

5. (1) For the purposes of section 7(1)
registered persons must keep the records set
out in this regulation.

(2) These records may be maintained in
either electronic or manual form and must
be located at or, in the case of electronic
records, accessible from the registered place
of business.

(3) When registered person receives any
vehicle he must make and keep a record of
the following information -

(a) details of the vehicle registration
number, vehicle identification
number, make, model and colour
of the vehicle;

(b) the name, address and contact
details of the supplier of the
vehicle;

(c) details of any proof of identity
shown to the registered person
by, or on behalf of the supplier
of the vehicle, to establish the
identity of the vehicle supplier,
including whether any
document produced was a UK
photocard driver’s licence, a
passport, a utility bill, council
tax bill or rent book, or other
form of identification
containing a photograph of the
vehicle supplier;

(d) the general condition of the
vehicle including details of the
type of damage to the vehicle
(for example whether the damage
has been caused by fire, water or
impact) and the part of the
vehicle damaged;

(e) the date on which the
information referred to in sub-
paragraphs (a)-(d) above was
entered on the record.

(4) When a registered person sells or
otherwise disposes of any vehicle, he must
add the following pieces of information to
the record made under paragraph (2) of this
Regulation -

(a) the date of sale or other disposal of the
vehicle;

(b) the name, address, and contact details
of the person receiving the vehicle;

(c) details of any proof of identity shown
to the registered person by, or on
behalf of the purchaser of the vehicle,
to establish the identity of the person
receiving the vehicle, including
whether any document produced was
a UK photocard driver’s licence, a
passport, a utility bill, council tax bill
or rent book, or other form of
identification containing a photograph
of the vehicle purchaser;

(d) the condition of the vehicle at the time
of the sale or other disposal.  (For
example, whether it was repaired,
unrepaired, dismantled, or in the same
condition as at purchase);

(e) the date when the information referred
to in sub-paragraphs (a)-(d) above was
entered on the record.

(5) The records referred to in this
Regulation must be kept for a period of six
years from the date of the last entry on the
record for the vehicle.

(6) The requirements imposed by
regulations 5(3)(a), (b) and (e) and 5(4)(a),
(b) and (e) are hereby specified as provisions
to which section 7(4) of the 2001 Act
applies.
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Functions which are not to be the
responsibility of a local authority’s
executive

6. In paragraph B of Schedule 1 to the Local
Authorities (Functions and Responsibilities)
(England) Regulations 2000( ) (licensing
and registration functions), at the end, there
shall be added -

(a) in column (1) –
“71. Power to register motor salvage
operators.”; and

(b) in column (2), in relation to the entry
in column (1) for item 71 –
“Part I of the Vehicles (Crime) Act
2001 (c.3).”.

Minister of State
Home Office 2002
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EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Regulations)

Part 1 of the Vehicles (Crime) Act 2001 introduces powers to regulate the motor salvage
industry and require motor salvage operators to register with local authorities and to keep
records.  These Regulations make detailed provision for the keeping of the register by local
authorities; application by motor salvage operators for registration; and requirements for
record keeping by registered persons.  Non compliance with the record keeping requirements
referred to in Regulation 5(6) of these Regulations will be an offence under section 7(4) of the
2001 Act.  The power to register motor salvage operators is not a function of the local
authority’s executive for the purposes of the Local Authorities (Functions and
Responsibilities) (England) Regulations 2000.

(a) S.I. 2000/2853; a relevant amending statutory instrument is S.I. 2001/2212.



The Secretary of State, in exercise of the power
conferred upon him by section 3(4)(b) of the
Vehicles (Crime) Act 2001(a), hereby makes the
following Order:

Citation, commencement and
extent

1 This Order may be cited as the Motor
Salvage Operators (Specified Offences) Order
2002 and shall come into force on 21st October
2002.

Specified offences

2. The following offences are hereby specified
for the purposes of section 3(4)(b) of the Vehicles
(Crime) Act 2001:

(a) theft or attempted theft of or from a
motor vehicle, contrary to section 1 of
the Theft Act 1968(b);

(b) taking motor vehicle without consent,
contrary to section 12 of the Theft Act
1968;

(c) aggravated vehicle taking, contrary to
section 12A of the Theft Act 1968(c)

(d) handling stolen goods, contrary to
section 22 of the Theft Act 1968;

(e) going equipped to steal or take a
motor vehicle, contrary to section 23
of the Theft Act 1968;

(f ) interference with a motor vehicle,
contrary to section 9 of the Criminal
Attempts Act 1981(d);

(g) tampering with a motor vehicle,
contrary to section 25 of the Road
Traffic Act 1988(a).

Minister of State
Home Office 2002
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ANNEX C - Motor Salvage Operators (Specified Offences)
Order 2002

EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Regulations)

Part I of the Vehicles (Crime) Act 2001 introduces powers to regulate the motor salvage
industry and require motor salvage operators to register with local authorities.  Section 3 of
the Act deals with application for registration and renewal of registration.  The application
must be made in accordance with requirements prescribed in the Motor Salvage Operators
Regulations (S.I. 2002/1916).

When an application is received the local authority must satisfy itself that the applicant is a fit and
proper person to carry on business as a motor salvage operator.  In deciding whether it is so
satisfied the local authority must have particular regard to whether the applicant has been
convicted of any offences of a description specified by the Secretary of State.  This Order specifies
the offences.

(a) 2001 c.3
(b) 1968 c.60
(c) Section 12 A was inserted by the Aggravated Vehicle taking Act 1992 c.11, section 2(1)
(d) 1981 c.47



The Act creates a number of new offences in
relation to failure to comply with its provisions.

1. Requirement to register (Section 1(1) of
the Act) (paragraph 4.1 above)

Any person carrying on a business as a motor
salvage operator as defined in Section 1(2) of the
Act and who fails to register with their local
authority will be guilty of an offence and will be
liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not
exceeding level 5 on the standard scale (i.e. not
exceeding £5,000).

2. Keeping of records (Section 7(4) of the
Act) (paragraph 6.5 above)

Failure to keep the records specified in the
Regulations to the Act will be an offence and
liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding level 4 on the standard scale (i.e. not
exceeding £2,500).

3. Making false statements (Section 10 of the
Act)(paragraphs 4.17 and 4.18 above)

Any applicant for registration or renewal of
registration who knowingly or recklessly makes a
false statement or provides false information on
their application form for registration will be
guilty of this offence and will be liable on
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level
3 on the standard scale (i.e. not exceeding
£1,000).

Any person who is guilty of this offence and who
has had a previous application for registration or
renewal refused or has had a previous registration
cancelled will be liable on summary conviction to
a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale
(i.e. not exceeding £5,000).

4. Requirement on Motor Salvage
Operators to notify the local authority of
changes (Section 11(4) of the Act) (paragraph
4.16 above) 

Failure to comply with the requirements specified
in Section 11 of the Act will be an offence and
liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding level 3 on the standard scale (i.e. not
exceeding £1,000).

5. Giving false particulars on sale of salvage
(Section 12 of the Act)(paragraph 6.6 above)

Any person who, when selling a motor vehicle to
a motor salvage operator, in the course of their
business, gives a false name or address will be
guilty of this offence and liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the
standard scale (i.e. not exceeding £1,000).
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