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Explanatory Notes – Business Rates Summons
Below are some questions frequently asked by ratepayers on receipt of a summons.
Q. Why I have been summonsed?

A.
According to the Council’s records the amount outstanding remains unpaid despite previous reminders.  Proceedings will be stopped only if the full amount showing (including costs) is paid to the Council before the Court hearing date. (If payment is made by cheque, you must allow time for the cheque to be cleared).
Do not send payments to the Magistrates’ Court

Q. Why do I have to pay the full year’s balance?

A.
In accordance with the Local Government Finance Act 1988, a reminder notice was served on you by the Council and you have not fully complied with its requirements.  Bringing instalments up-to-date before the hearing will not cancel the summons and subsequent proceedings unless you have contacted the Council and they have formally agreed with you that you may do so.
Q.
If I cannot pay in full, do I have to go to Court?

A.
No.  It is not necessary for you to attend unless you wish to dispute liability.  The Magistrates will issue a Liability Order unless a valid defence is submitted.  The court does not have the power to make any payment arrangement with you at this stage.  Unless the full amount is received before the Court hearing date the Council will proceed to apply for a Liability Order including costs.  It may be possible to agree to reschedule your payments on the understanding that a Liability Order will be obtained by the Council in order to protect its position should you default, please contact us immediately if you wish to make a proposal for payment.

	Please note that in the event of a Liability Order being issued, costs of at least £40 for expenses incurred will be applied for an added to the amount shown on the summons.  Costs will be included in any agreement with you.


