APPENDIX 2


RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE TO THE COUNCIL MEETING BEING HELD ON THURSDAY 27 APRIL 2006 AT 7.30PM

AT THE SPELTHORNE LEISURE CENTRE

1.
OLDER PEOPLE’S SERVICES AND SPELRIDE REVIEW

1.1
The Executive has considered a report on proposals for the future model of personal social care services for older people in Spelthorne.  After a fundamental review and extensive public consultation about the way older people’s services are provided in Spelthorne, the Executive has considered these revised proposals, which have been amended from the initial ones in light of the feedback from the public consultation.  It has agreed to recommend that the Council agree to target services on the more vulnerable in the community.  That the Council plans to support individuals to be independent in their own homes as much as possible by:
Extending the meals on wheels service to seven days a week.

Expanding the Spelthorne Personal Alarm Network (SPAN) to include falls’ detectors and using technology to detect abnormal events to support safer living at home.

Retaining Fordbridge (Ashford) and Greeno (Shepperton) Centres to include current facilities such as meals, hairdressing, chiropody, outings and introducing higher needs provision.

Retaining a Sunbury day centre for the community which will include an activity room, meals, chiropody and hairdressing within new extra care housing on the Benwell (Sunbury) Centre site to meet the needs of older people. The Citizens Advice Bureau to be relocated to Sunbury Library.

Working with the North Surrey Primary Care Trust on a feasibility study for constructing a new facility on the existing Stanwell Day Centre site which would include a new health centre, library and community café for older people.

Continuing to provide existing community activities on the first floor of the Staines Community Centre while franchising the café service to another organisation.


For Spelride, the priority will be to service the four day centres and Staines Community Centre as well as all the groups who currently use these buses to take them to activities around the Borough. The Dial-a-ride (taxi) service will, in future, operate between 11am and 2pm daily and will try and group bookings around popular destinations so as to optimise use.
The final options, proposals and recommendations to the Council are made in light of the public consultation on future services for older people in Spelthorne.

1.2
The Executive recommend that the Council:-


1. Endorse the approach of targeting services for the frailer, older person.

2. Expand the Community Alarm Service (SPAN) to include falls detectors, room sensors.

3. Extend meals on wheels services to seven days per week for critical needs.

4. Retain Fordbridge and Greeno Centres, and their existing services, with some minor improvements and incorporate IT opportunities and a facility that can be used by visiting services, e.g. health / mental health / district nurse.

5. Build extra care housing on the Benwell site in partnership with a specialist housing developer and Surrey County Council.  This to include a community day centre with activity space, hairdressing, chiropody and hobby rooms.  This area to be staffed and developed by the Council and to be linked with the Greeno Centre.

6. In the interim whilst this facility is being built, agree to retain Churchill Village Hall for the older residents of Sunbury as a place to meet and participate in activities.

7. Continue working with the North Surrey Primary Care Trust [NSPCT] on the feasibility study of building a new health centre / library and older people’s community café on the Stanwell site with a report back to the Executive in October / November 2006.  In the event of this not being achievable, further options will be investigated including the original proposal (affordable housing) detailed in this report.  Interim provision will be provided in Stanwell.

8. Franchise the café at Staines Community Centre, with a specification detailing that members receive a discount and that the operation is six /seven days a week.  The Council will continue to operate the first floor for the community with the centre linked to the Fordbridge Centre.

9. Introduce a membership fee for residents / non-residents from 2007/2008, with differential charges for residents / non-residents.

10. Change the status of the charity at each centre to become "Friends of relevant day centre ".

11. Agree that all activity income and expenses to be the responsibility of the Council.  

12. Operate Spelride as proposed in paragraphs 3.1(p and q) of the report of the Strategic Director (Community).  

13. Agree to make available a supplementary capital estimate of up to £70,000 for facility improvements in year 2006/2007.

14. Note that the Chief Financial Officer is required to report on significant variations from the approved budget.  If the recommendations are approved, then the full year savings will be £40,000 less than the original assumption in the 2006-2007 budget.  The Chief Financial Officer is comfortable that offsetting budget savings at this level can be found during the course of the current financial year.

Councillor Gerry Ceaser
Leader of the Council
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