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Presentation topics: 
( Strong Leader vs Elected Mayor
( Ashford regeneration
( Health Trainers

( Fire service update 
( Surrey Police restructure
Strong Leader vs Elected Mayor: An elected mayor will not replace ceremonial mayor – who will be renamed Chairman. If the Elected Mayor route is chosen, the reversion to Strong Leader model is possible via a referendum. The elected mayor would have a salary.

How is consultation being done – there are no residents groups, for example, discussing it. The issue is being  presented at the seven Have Your Say events; in the Bulletin to every household in the borough; on the council website.
Ashford regeneration: The future of the car park site: Depends on who takes it on. Waitrose for example, like to retain car parks for customers and this one already has a basement.
Trees in containers: Not a good idea – they dry out. Staines trees have suffered problems. The council has assurances the intended plane trees will be OK both in where they are placed and how they will be maintained.
Attracting new business: The regeneration is to improve the environment – it has no influence over businesses. Landlords have control over which businesses move in.

Fire service update: 

Concern over fire engine access being hindered by parking in Village Way: Crews at Ashford and Sunbury would be notified with a view to bringing an appliance to try the access. Police and council would be involved and the issue looked at with a view to finding a solution if there’s a problem.
One-side parking in Village Way: An idea which is on the list to go to the Local Committee in October.

Working with the RNLI: Fire service has an agreement with RNLI. In the event of flooding, an inflatable boat is provided.

Main causes of fire: Across Surrey, fires tend to be caused by vulnerable people – particularly when under the influence of alcohol. Fire service is working with Social Services and families to identify these people and help prevent fires. 

Police restructure:

Concern that Surrey has lowest detection rate in country: For two years the police have been undertaking the Surrey Public First campaign which is committed to focusing on the issues that matter most to local people, rather than on chasing national targets. Surrey Police has empowered and encouraged officers to use their discretion and to seek community resolutions, which are not taken into account in the detection rate data.
Royal Hart latest – open or shut?: Depends on the pub licence. Its future is up to the brewery
