Have Your Say – Charlton
12 May 2010
Presentation topics: 
( Strong Leader vs Elected Mayor
( Fire Service update

After the presentation on Strong Leader vs Elected Mayor, clarification on the issue followed questions form the audience.
These included whether the Elected Mayor could come from a minority party – Yes; is the Strong Leader elected from among the 39 members – Yes; Will the recent change of government change this policy – Not likely; What chances are there the Strong Leader could be asked to resign – Things would have to break down badly in order for the Strong Leader to be voted out and this has not happened anywhere else.

After the presentation on the update of the fire service: Does the service work with ALL users of the river in order to ensure they are safe? As far as humanly possible – the service holds water awareness weeks at Penton Hook Marina, Shepperton Lock and so on; attends PADs Days and fetes and fairs. There has been a project with partners and the RNLI. The trouble is, people come into Spelthorne to use the water facilities.

Will the fire stations be merged on one site or will there be a new one?  By 2013 there will be a regional control room which will send the nearest asset – there are no borders in the overall service. There are already service level agreements with neighbouring stations. There will probably be a new station on the Sunbury/Staines border – in the Fordbridge roundabout area, which would give best access for all purposes. 
Open forum

Concern was expressed about the state of Charlton Road – potholes and potential damage to cars as a result. The quality of repairs was questioned, and the cancellation of scheduled repairs. Road repairs is a national issue and the bad winter has exacerbated the problem. Hole repair is prioritised by the county council – if there is an issue of safety, it is done as an emergency and then with a permanent repair. The county council has dealt with 16,000 potholes since January. A new highways contract would be in place from next April.

The implications of the cost of re-billing people’s council tax in the light of the police precept cut: The force was trying to preempt the cuts with a restructure. The restructure of higher ranks will benefit the public, with provision of 200 more constables. A consultation was under way in the next few weeks.
