Have Your Say – Lower Sunbury
1 July  2010
Presentation topics: 
( Strong Leader vs Elected Mayor
( Sunbury Cross improvements
( Surrey Police restructure

( Planning review 
Strong Leader vs Elected Mayor: The new government has not halted the move to this way of local government. 
The Elected Mayor would be paid an allowance, to be decided by an independent panel. The mayoral term would coincide with the four-year council election cycle. The mayor must choose a Cabinet from among the elected members – and this would comprise a minimum of three, maximum of nine, members.

A discussion followed on the merits of the former committee system and the lack of representation of Sunbury in the current Cabinet.

An elected mayor would be elected by a borough-wide vote. If 5 per cent of the population petition for an elected mayor, it will be done. Once that route is taken, it cannot be changed.

Sunbury Cross improvements: The development between the motorway and Green Street was criticised; it was said the site is noisy and people should be encouraged to get away from there, not congregate. There is not an option any more – the council had looked at what facilities there were for young people to use and not hang around the centre. The mooted scheme is popular with the traders and the people of Sunbury Common. The air pollution levels are being addressed in part by the planting of London plane trees.

Resurfacing the flyover and re-laning the roundabout were not within the improvement works, as they came under maintenance or repair schemes.

Surrey Police restructure: Concern was expressed about co-location of police and council at Knowle Green – that it would mean officers using travelling time to Sunbury and other parts of the borough from Staines. This was not the case; the teams would be colocated at Knowle Green but their start and finish points would be at points across the borough – which is where the consultation comes in – to determine where residents would like to see the police located locally.
Planning review: Following an exchange of views on a Linden Homes development and the role of planning officers in determining outcomes, a question arose on whether the planning dept’s action plans following the review were open to public scrutiny. This was confirmed.
A significant stepchange was under way in the way the dept looks at residential development and infill schemes, to include meeting with relevant residents’ associations.

557 bus: Concern was expressed about the low frequency of buses to and from St Peter’s Hospital, as well as the lack of information about the bus. There had been a recent bus review and the area director would pass these comments to colleagues at the county council.
Over-60s free swimming:  The government concession had been ended but the sessions were still subsidised by the council – although no longer free.

George pub development: Residents reported confusion over planning notices – both in location and timing, and criticised the system. An apology was given, and a pledge to look beyond the statutory requirements towards  providing the information the public wanted. While these notices are the responsibility of the developer to put up the Council might need to consider whether in certain specific circumstances it might be appropriate to put up a site notice itself.  
Fire station latest: Concerns were expressed over fire service cover if Sunbury fire station was closed. The background to the present situation was outlined, with an explanation of the rationale behind potential changes. The service is obliged to conform with new legislation and create an Integrated Risk Management Plan which covers the entire Surrey Fire and Rescue service. It is undertaking public consultation until September.
Plans for Charlton Lane amenity site: The local Committee had organised a presentation on 12 July, on the EcoPark. Consultation on this was under way and studies into traffic flows and emissions. The EcoPark is a Surrey County Council application, not Spelthorne but the borough council would be submitting a report and recommendations to the County via the Councils planning committee. 
