Have Your Say – Staines
24 June 2010
Presentation topics: 
( Strong Leader vs Elected Mayor
( Fire service update 
Strong Leader vs Elected Mayor: The move to one of these models does not mean Spelthorne is moving towards becoming a unitary authority.
The coalition government has no plans to change the move to one of these models.

Make-up of Cabinet: The ruling party has all the seats on the Cabinet; there are 31 Conservatives and 8 LibDems elected to the council. There have been no oposition members on Cabinet since 2000. It’s up to the Leader to decide.

Payment to members: Cabinet members do get paid more than members’ allowances. Each varies slightly – details are all published on the website.  The allowances are decided by an outside body. Spelthorne has the lowest allowances in the county and turned down an increase.

Iron Bridge junction: The possibility of altering the junction in order to let traffic travel north towards the bus station and Laleham was put forward. It was thought that, with all the major development going on in that area, the idea could be taken into consideration.
Major developments/Airtrack/flood alleviation: Major developments are on hold; Airtrack enquiry is due in November; Elmsleigh Centre phase 3 plans had just gone in, with flood alleviation measures built in under the car park. There are no tower blocks in the Elmsleigh 3 plans.

The incoming government was planning to abolish strategies and housing allocations; the borough council has had a planning review and a document would be presented to members in August to look at the issues raised by this. 

Lights on Staines bridge: All lighting is being reviewed and a new contractor in place. New lamp columns would be put in, and painting was due to start.

Bridge by Thames Lodge: The pigeon mess problem is the responsibility of SW Trains, who would be asked to address the situation.

Flood alleviation: The Environment Agency flood event was mentioned, at which a scheme for channelling water to relieve the Bourne was outlined. It is not in the borough’s area of responsibility but the issue of huge expense was noted.

Olympic projects: Surrey is well-served with airports, motorways and rail links; it has 19 training camps on offer; a memorandum of understanding with China and Croatia has been signed. 50 per cent of the SE contracts have gone to Surrey companies.
Double yellow lines: Penton Road – yellow lines can be requested by residents via ward councillors. In this case the refuse trucks and fire engines could not get by because of parked vehicles.  In other cases, consultations are done. Rivermead Road – cars being sold at the roadside, blocking visibility. In this case, lines would not be needed if the vehicles are causing an obstruction – they can be ticketed. Church Street – lines causing residents problems. Residents’ parking scheme could be introduced – like Wraysbury Gardens and George Street. There was a consultation in 2009. Fire service will leaflet areas where appliances might be obstructed by parked cars.
Drivers on mobiles: Police operation that day had caught 36 people either on a phone or with no seatbelt. Staines op had been done 2 weeks previously. Such exercises are difficult – especially in a marked police car. Third party evidence – such as photos of drivers using phones -  cannot be accepted.

Persistent litter: Evidence such as photos and vehicle numbers are vital evidence to help enforcement officers track persistent offenders. Sunday litterpick squads go out and ward  members arrange charity clean-ups. The answer is to stop it before it is done – through campaigns.
