Dear Sir,

I am outraged and appalled by the entirely false reports about Spelthorne Council’s budget that have recently been published.
These versions contain gross inaccuracies suggesting, as they do, cuts in services such as planning, housing, young people and cultural services, refuse collection and street cleaning. The Council is not cutting services – on the contrary - it has just undertaken a large-scale and extremely arduous exercise in finding efficiency, procurement and other savings of £1.7m; has levied a 0% increase in Council Tax and is not awarding any annual pay increase to staff nor increasing councillors’ allowances. There will be no cuts in services precisely because of these draconian efforts. 
This is a positive message about the ongoing viability of Council finances in order to support continued provision of front line services. 
Inaccuracies of this sort are dangerously misleading and, more importantly, bring the Council into disrepute and damage the confidence residents have in us.  

Councillor John Packman

