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Dear Sir/Madam
LICENSING ACT 2003 – DRAFT STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY (3 YEAR REVIEW)

Public consultation 30 June to 16 September 2010
Section 5 of the Licensing Act 2003 requires licensing authorities to publish a statement of licensing policy outlining how it intends to perform its duties under the Act. The Council adopted its current policy in January 2008, after a wide consultation had been undertaken. The policy must be kept under review and revised at least every three years. 

Licences for pubs, clubs, off licences, late night takeaways, theatres and cinemas have now been in place since 24 November 2005. 

Whilst the current policy has served the authority well, and has not been the subject of legal challenge, the requirement to re publish has been seen as an opportunity to make appropriate changes to the existing policy. The main focus has been to update the policy to take into account changes to the Licensing Act 2003; revisions to guidance issued by the Government to expand the definition of “interested parties”; and our on-going practical experience of the Act.

The existing policy can be found by following this link: http://www.spelthorne.gov.uk/licensing_act_2003_adoption_of_statement_licensing_policy_2008-11.pdf
I have enclosed a draft copy of the amended policy and a consultation questionnaire that has been drawn up to assist the process. 

Where possible, we would encourage you complete any responses via an e-form using the following link: http://www.spelthorne.gov.uk/business_and_advice/licensingpolicy2011-14consultation 

Hard copies of the completed questionnaire should be returned to the Licensing Team at the above address. 
The consultation period will continue until 16 September 2010. A table of responses and proposed amendments will be published on the Council website at www.spelthorne.gov.uk in due course.

If you would like further information, then please do not hesitate to contact Dawn Morrison, Licensing Manager, at either her e-mail address or telephone given above.

Yours faithfully,
Jonathan Bramley
Environmental Health Manager (Commercial)







