MINUTES OF THE SPELTHORNE STUDENT COUNCIL

5TH JULY 2004

Present

	BISHOP WAND

Marcus Addy


	MATTHEW ARNOLD

Rebecca Wright



	ST DAVIDS

Sannah Malik

Zarah Sra
	THAMESMEAD

Matthew Wilmot


Apologies: Jonathan Bolland
Borough Council Attendance

Brian Harris – Assistant Chief Executive

Lisa Stonehouse – Health Promotion Officer

Trevor Baker – Committee Administrator

29/04 MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th May 2004 were approved as a correct record.

30/04 YOUNG PEOPLE ACTION PLAN - SMOKING

[image: image1.wmf]At the last meeting Student Councillors requested a presentation at a future meeting on initiatives for schools to help reduce smoking, as raised in the Young People Action Plan (Action point 1.10). 

Lisa Stonehouse, the Borough Council’s Health Promotion Officer reported that the Primary Care Trust (PCT) were responsible for this area and were liaising with the Borough on this health promotion initiative. Previously Government initiatives had targeted and focused on adults and the PCT were extremely interested in the views of young people as they proposed to publish a Young People Stop Smoking Educational pack for distribution in schools. She asked for ideas, suggestions, views on what should be included; how it should be presented; what age groups it should be targeted at and the level at which it should be pitched.

There was a wide-ranging discussion which covered the use of ID cards when purchasing tobacco products, stricter checks and punitive measures against those traders who sold cigarettes to young people. Each school appeared to have a different policy towards smoking, either on or off their premises, with differing levels of tolerance or punishment if caught. Education in schools consisted of warnings of the dangers of smoking to year seven and then in biology when studying respiratory functions.

There was a general view that quite a lot of young smokers just did not care and information provided should lay emphasis on things that would make them quit. It needed a lot of confidence to say no where peer pressure was involved, which might be overcome by providing skills training. 

With young people taking up smoking in Primary schools, Student Councillors felt that education should start earlier, say in year six.

If caught, schools should report the matter to parents 

Lisa distributed draft copies of the pack and asked Student Councillors to consider what else needed to be included; who the best person in school was to hold the packs, such as the School Nurse, Administrative Officer or year teacher and what they thought of the pack generally.

It was suggested that “Youth Unlimited”, the Student Council Web Site could carry a special feature on quitting smoking with Links to other National or Local help lines or services. 

Student Councillors could contact Lisa at l.stonehouse@spelthorne.gov.uk
It was agreed to include this item on the next Agenda for the Student Council for further discussion after the summer holidays.

31/04 LOCAL DEMOCRACY WEEK 18-24 OCTOBER 2004
At the last meeting, Student Councillors were asked to consider a proposal for an event during Local Democracy Week.

It was resolved that the proposal be agreed and that Brian and Trevor be asked to approach those involved and Headteachers, and report back to this meeting.

Brian reported that the Borough Council’s Executive had considered the Local Democracy Week proposals and had noted them.

So far the leader of the Council, Councillor Frank Davies and the Strategic Director, Nigel Lynn had signed up for the event and Brian had received positive responses at a meeting with head teachers. A formal letter was now being sent to all secondary school head teachers 

RESOLVED that this information be noted.

32/04 SMS REMINDERS OF STUDENT COUNCIL MEETINGS
Students who were interested in receiving notifications of meetings and events by SMS were asked to let Trevor have their names and numbers, if they had not previously done so, which would be stored in a secure environment.

RESOLVED that this information be noted.

33/04 FUTURE OF STUDENT COUNCIL
Brian reported that the Student Council was likely to be merged with the proposed Youth Forum and be opened up to a wider range of young people.

34/04 ISSUES FOR NEXT MEETING
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An invitation had been issued to the Police to send an Officer to discuss policing of and police relationships with young people in the Community and schools (Action Point 2.2).







