Agenda item 5


Safer Spelthorne Update

Spelthorne Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership

This report is an update on performance towards Safer Spelthorne priority of the Community Plan.  It covers the period of January-April 2006.  

Background

Spelthorne Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership has a three year crime and disorder reduction strategy delivered through an annual action plan of which 2005/06 was the first year.  The strategy has three priorities: Anti-social behaviour, national priority crime and reassurance.

Key Achievements and Challenges

The Partnership held action days in Stanwell in February 2006 and Shepperton in April 2006.  Focused activity on vehicle crime in Stanwell lead to arrests and issuing of fixed penalty notices.  Continued emphasis on civil recovery of removing graffiti at Sunbury Cross has led to a total of over £1,000 paid to date and 25 offences detected.  

Persistent vehicle crime is a problem in Stanwell including damage to vehicles and theft of high value items.  Police operations have been undertaken and regular liaison with members of the community are ongoing.

Fear of anti-social behaviour remains a priority due to anti-social behaviour manifesting as large groups who hang around and commit criminal damage and engage in under-age drinking, criminal damage and under-age drinking.  Operations such as Surrey Together and a mixture of new and existing youth initiatives are tackling this.

Crime Trends

(Data is per 1000 population/household for year to date to March 2006 (April 2004-March 2005 in brackets))

· Total Crime: -6% (Total Crime for Surrey: -1.8%)

· Spelthorne CDRP is below average in its family of most similar CDRPs (last year it was above average)

· Domestic Burglary

· Criminal Damage: -11%

· Violent Crime: -6%

· Vehicle Crime (incl. Vehicle interference): +4%

Performance in Key Priorities

1. Anti-social Behaviour

Crimestoppers ran a “Why Should I? Schools tour using girl band “Untouched” attended Spelthorne schools for one week. The Youth Café at Coffee Republic in Staines was attended by on average 85 young people per session. A Half-term mini Olympics was organised by Youth Development Service.  Key projects include an ASB Casebuilder (7 ASBOs served in 05/06), Mediation service (19 cases handled in 05/06) and a Council ASB Officer (65 cases handled in 05/06).

2. National Priority Crime

The Drive out Dodgy Deals campaign held in December 2005/January 2006 warned the public against buying illegal goods.  A police operation was undertaken to combat artifice burglary/robbery.  A publicity campaign targeted at perpetrators of domestic abuse was launched across the County by Surrey Police.

3. Reassurance 

There are now 100 Neighbourhood Watch schemes in place.  A CCTV camera was installed on A316 in Sunbury to combat homophobic crime, 12 installed in Stainash Parade, 6 installed in and around Sunbury Cross subways, and 5 currently being installed in Shepperton Town Centre.

LSP Priorities

1. Beyond Neighbourhood Watch – funding for a new coordinator post has been agreed by CDRP Board as part of the Action plan for 2006/07 and will progress with broadening the role of NHW to strengthen communities.
2. Greater civic awareness in Spelthorne “Network” Rail – South West Trains and the CDRP have commenced discussions about enhanced information sharing and liaison about reduction in fear of crime on the railway and its stations.
3. Mobile Youth Café – initial feasibility undertaken on the idea and alternative approaches to meeting the perceived need.
New and Future Plans for the CDRP in 2006/07

The CDRP has co-opted a new member to represent young people’s interests.  Surrey Local Area Agreement is now live and working arrangements are being agreed.  This involves financing and reporting matters.  A new action plan and funding for 2006/07 has been agreed.  Some of the highlights are:

1. Anti-social Behaviour: Surrey Fire and Rescue Service Young Engagement Scheme agreed.

2. National Priority Crime: Relaunched Staines Pubwatch to be actively supported.

3. Reassurance: Series of Partnership Action Days to be run throughout the Borough.

