Agenda item 7


UPDATE REPORT ON DECRIMINALISED PARKING ENFORCEMENT
LSP Executive – 13 March 2006

1. BACKGROUND 

1.1 In April 2005 Spelthorne Borough Council started to undertake decriminalised parking enforcement under an Agency Agreement with Surrey County Council.

1.2 The initial implementation of DPE was curtailed for two months while Surrey County Council’s contractors completed the signing and lining in the Borough to allow enforcement to take place.  This has largely been done but there are still some areas in Sunbury where lining is not complete.

1.3 Up until mid-January 1,738 penalty charge notices had been issued on street and 491 off street (within car parks).  This issuing rate is in line with the DPE operational policy agreed with Surrey County Council.

1.4 Therefore, we will receive payment from Surrey for the two DPE officers and administrative officer, together with associated costs.

2. FUTURE PROGRESS

2.1 With Surrey County Council through the DPE task group there is ongoing review of restricted areas and identification of future areas for enforcement including possible enforcement around school’s “clear” areas.

2.2 There have also been some requests for Controlled Parking Zones and this will be reviewed this year through the DPE task group to evaluate viability and popularity, or otherwise.

2.3 The Group also need to review limited waiting restrictions especially in areas where the return period is shorter than the waiting period.  Such a system makes enforcement extremely difficult.  Altering the return period to exceed the waiting period would help resolve the issue.

2.4 The current policy agreed with Surrey allows for 2 parking attendants for 72 hours per week 9-5.  In certain areas weekend and evening parking can be an issue.  Therefore, we are targeting such areas over the next two months on a few weekends.

2.5 With the progress on DPE and enforcement on car parks a parking strategy will be developed by December 2006. 

3. CAR PARK CHARGES

3.1 In implementing any new restrictions or parking charges by a local authority there are legal implications with the need to issue traffic orders and the associated consultation processes.  This is not the case for a private company e.g. as for Two Rivers car park.

3.2 Charges within Spelthorne Borough are set to rise on 1 April in line with the notices published in the papers.

3.3 Those wishing to comment or object on the charges may write in.  This includes the public and businesses.

3.4 There are certain bodies such as Surrey County Council that have to be formally consulted.

