Funding sources for Church restoration

Allchurches Trust Limited

The trust makes charitable grants to churches and the Christian community.

Grants will be considered in response to appeals in support of churches, church establishments, religious charities and charities preserving UK heritage.

The trust receives its income from the Ecclesiastical Insurance Office Plc.

Applications should be submitted in writing using the application form.  The decision is usually notified within 8-10 weeks.  To obtain their statement of policy and guidelines for applicants and an application form, contact the Company Secretary at the following address:  

Allchurches Trust Limited 

Beaufort House 

Brunswick Road 

Gloucester, GL1 1JZ  

Tel. 01452 528533  

www.ecclesiastical.co.uk 

The Architectural Heritage Fund

The Trust helps to repair and regenerate historic buildings of every kind throughout the UK by providing advise, grants and loans to voluntary and community groups.

The Architectural Heritage Fund (AHF) provide:

· Advise to people rescuing buildings and to those setting up Building Preservation Trusts;

· Advice on sources of funds for restoring historic buildings;

· Give grants; and

· Make low-interest loans.

The AHF gives grants to organisations that are registered charities.  The Trust is unable to help with normal repairs and maintenance or assist private owners.  Grants are available for any building that is listed, scheduled as an ancient monument or in a designated conservation area (if of historic or architectural interest).  Grants include:

Feasibility study grants

Grants of up to 75% of the cost of a feasibility study (an initial appraisal of a project).  Grants are normally up to a maximum of £5,000 but can be up to £7,500 in exceptional circumstances.

Project Administration Grants

Up to £4,000 towards the Building Preservations Trust’s administration costs.

Project Co-ordinator Grants

Grants to fund a co-ordinator to manage the project.

Refundable Project Development Grants

Up to £15,000 refundable grants, repaid at 4% interest to fund development work including professional fees.

Loans

Up to 75% of estimated costs for project work up to a maximum loan of £500,000.  Loans are for 2 years or for exceptionally large projects up to 3 years.  The interest is charged at 4%, payable at the end of the loan period.

The Architectural Heritage Fund 

Clareville House 

26/27 Oxendon Street 

London SW1Y 4EL 

Tel.  020 7925 0199  

www.ahfund.org.uk 

The Chase Charity

The charity will consider applications for the repair of rural parish churches, which are Grade 1 listed, in a village of fewer than 500 people.

Grants range from £1,000 to £3,000.

The Trust will also fund buildings and artefacts of architectural merit and historical interest if they are used by and accessible to the community.  Rural areas are given priority.

Guidance notes for applicants are available.

The Chase Charity 

2 The Court 

High Street 

Harwell 

Oxfordshire OX11 0EY

Tel. 01235 820044 

www.chase-charity.org.uk 

Jill Franklin Trust

The restoration (not improvement) of churches of architectural importance is one of the five areas the trust awards grants.  Applicants should write to the Trustees, enclosing their annual report and accounts and a project budget and description.

Jill Franklin Trust 

1719 Elsworthy Road

London NW3 3DS
Tel. 020 7722 4543
http://www.jill-franklin-trust.org.uk/
The Headley Trust

The Trust is one of the Sainsbury Family Charitable Trusts.

Funding is available under their ‘Parish Churches Budget’.  The Trust will fund fabric repair and restoration of medieval parish churches or pre 16th Century churches of exceptional architectural merit.  The church should be located in a rural, sparsely populated area.

There is no application form but applicants should contact the Trust to discuss their project prior to making a formal approach.

Tel. 020 7410 0330

Historic Churches Preservation Trust and the Incorporated Church Building Society

The Historic Churches Preservation Trust funds essential fabric repairs to Christian churches of any denomination providing they are 100 years old or over and are open for public worship.  The Trust cannot assist with churchyards or extensions or new facilities.

The Incorporated Church Building Society funds only Anglican churches of any age and is also able to offer assistance with extensions to the worship area as well as restoration and repairs.  In addition, the Society can offer loans.

A fact sheet is available for both the Trust and Society which are jointly administered at the following address: 

Historic Churches Preservation Trust and The Incorporated Church Building Society

Grants Secretary 

Fulham Place 

London SW6 6EA

Tel. 020 7736 3054

http://www.historicchurches.org.uk/what_we_do.htm 
The Manifold Trust

The Manifold Trust distributes about £800,000 a year.  Most grants are between £400 and £5,000, although a few are given in the range of £5-£20,000 and a small number over £20,000.  The trust awards a block grant to the Historic Churches Preservation Trust (detailed above) for churches seeking money for structural repairs.

Funding is available for Church of England churches seeking money for organs, clocks, stained glass, monuments, metalwork, woodwork, wall paintings or paintings on canvass or wood.

The trust also supports churches to reinstate the use of bells.

Shottesbrooke House 

Maidenhead 

Berkshire SL6 3SW

Tel. 01628 825660.

Marshall’s Charity

The charity supports parsonages and church improvements in Surrey, Kent and Lincolnshire.  Grants are not normally more than £9,000 for a parsonage and £5,000 for a church.

No application form available.  Trustees meet quarterly to consider applications.

Marshall House 

66 Newcomen Street 

London SE1 1YT

Tel. 020 7407 2979

http://www.marshalls.org.uk/ 
The Onyx Environmental Trust

The trust distributes funding to community and environmental improvement projects through the Government’s landfill tax credit scheme.  

A range of projects are funded including the maintenance, repair or restoration of religious or buildings of historic or architectural interest.  Buildings must be within a 10-mile radius of a landfill site.

Applications are made in two stages:

· Submission of an initial project outline either online or by post.  

· If the project is eligible the trust will issue a full application form.

The Onyx Environmental Trust 

Ruthdene 

Station Road 

Four Ashes 

Wolverhampton WV10 7DG

Tel.  01907 794600 

www.onyxenvtrust.org
The Pilgrim Trust

The trust is primarily interested in supporting projects where their funds will make a significant impact.  Applicants should be a registered charity except where an organisation is exempt from registration, is a recognised public body or is registered as a friendly society.

The trustees current priorities include 

· Preservation of architectural or historical features on historic buildings.

· Conservation of monuments or structures that are of importance to the surrounding environment.

· Fabric repairs to places of worship 


The trust makes an annual block grant for the repair of the fabric of historic churches of any denomination to the Historic Churches Restoration Trust, as detailed above.

· Conservation of historic contents


The trust makes an annual block grant to the Council for the Care of Churches for the conservation of historic contents (organs, bells, glass, monuments etc.) and important structures and monuments in churchyards for places of worship of all denominations.  Applications direct to the Council for the Care of Churches, 5th Floor, Church House, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3NZ.  Tel. 020 7898 1866. 

Trustees will not normally contribute to major restorations or repairs unless there is a clearly identified element of the project that the trust can support.  Projects to develop new facilities within a church or the re-ordering for liturgical reasons will not be supported.

Applications can be made at anytime.  Trustees meet quarterly to consider schemes.  Guidance notes and application forms are available from the trust and via their website.  

Applications that do not fall within the trustee’s current priorities will be notified within two weeks of submission.  

The Pilgrim Trust 

Cowley House 

9 Little College Street 

London SW1P 3SH

Tel. 020 7222 4723

www.thepilgrimtrust.org.uk
SITA Environmental Trust

The trust distributes funding to community and environmental improvement projects through the Government’s landfill tax credit scheme.  

A wide range of projects are funded including the maintenance, repair or restoration of religious or buildings of historic or architectural interest.  

Buildings must be within a 3-mile radius of an active SITA landfill site.  (See website for site locations).  

The trust has 3 funding categories:

· The Community Chest Fund. Projects from a few hundred up to £25,000.  These projects should improve an aspect of community life at a local level.

· The High Impact Fund. Projects up to £150,000.  Projects must benefit people from a wider geographical area and demonstrate a higher impact beyond the local community e.g. creation or upgrading a sporting or leisure facility.

· The Partnership Programme. Projects with a value of £150,000 or over.

SITA Environmental Trust 

The Barn 

Brinkmarsh Lane 

Falfield 

South Gloucs GU2 8PT  

Tel. 01454 262910  

www.sitaenvtrust.org.uk 
