
LOCAL SPELTHORNE PARTNERSHIP – EXECUTIVE

Notes of Meeting on 22 May 2006

Spelthorne Borough Council Offices

1. Election of Chair

Anne Damerell stepped down as Chair of the LSP and an election was held for a Chair for 2006-07. Nick Dunkley, Headteacher of Bishop Wand CE School, was proposed by Cllr Culnane and seconded by Chris White.  ND was duly elected as Chair of the LSP. TC then gave a vote of thanks to AD for her commitment and work for the LSP as Chair over the last two years.
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Apologies
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Government Office for the South East
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North Surrey PCT
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Spelthorne Borough Council

Pauline Hedges



Surrey Chambers of Commerce

	Item
	Action

	3. Notes of meeting held on 13 March 2006

An amendment was made to item 4 (social inclusion strategy) to read:

“Bob Coe gave an update on the first two years of Spelthorne Borough Council’s social inclusion strategy and asked if the LSP Executive wished to make any comments or suggestions.  Anne Damerell proposed that “We will ensure that vulnerable people are not excluded from the community for lack of transport provision” be added as a new item in the strategy. Saroj Auplish added that it does not make sense for the PCT to fund groups for vulnerable people if SBC then cuts off their transport.  Geoff Chilton suggested that the item should be worded in similar terms to the day centre item.  It was agreed that the LSP Executive would recommend adding a transport item to the strategy and BC agreed to consider this.  This should also go on the agenda when a Getting Around Spelthorne group is discussed.”
	1. BC to note.

	4. Matters arising not on agenda

Regarding the project on widening Neighbourhood Watch, Richard Morris said that Cllr Caroline Spencer is happy to talk to the LSP about progress.

At the last meeting, a question had been asked about how the Youth Council’s anti-bullying video was to be funded.  Joy Willshire said that £750 was being donated by Cllr Saliagopoulos from her Surrey County Council Local Committee funding and a bid was being put to 1st Light Funding for £5,000.
	1. JW to arrange for Cllr Spencer to update the LSP



	5. Safer Spelthorne: Update on priority theme, including how the LSP would like to spend youth funding from Surrey Police

RM gave an update on crime figures.  Overall crime has decreased by 4% over the last year although this is still not sufficient as the Government target is a 15.5% decrease over three years.  Vehicle crime was a particular challenge although a lot of operations were going on to tackle this.  

DS asked about the knife amnesty that has just been announced and what counts as violent crime.  RM said that the knife amnesty is a national campaign.  Wounding means anything that causes physical injury – this does not include common assault where there is no evidence of harm.

The local public service board (LPSB), which was intended to join up Young People’s Spelthorne and Safer Spelthorne, has met twice but there was concern that it might add to bureaucracy in terms of additional meetings.  It will therefore not continue, but Andy Burns (Chair of the Young People’s Partnership) and Cllr Denise Grant (SBC’s portfolio holder for young people) have been invited to sit on the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership (CDRP) in order to feed in young people’s issues to the work of the CDRP.  The CDRP will be changing its name to the Safer, Stronger Spelthorne Partnership to reflect the broader issues it will cover.
	1. All to note

	6. Community Plan performance monitoring

JW discussed the performance information on the first year of the Community Plan.  Overall, there is mixed performance on the 2007 targets.  In some cases, there were no new statistics available and in others more appropriate indicators need to be found.  The information will help the strategy groups set new targets for 2009.

Nigel Lynn explained why recycling rates in Spelthorne are low.  The Borough has a high overall tonnage of waste so this effects the percentage that is recycled.  The Council is working on new recycling and waste management schemes, which should increase the recycling rate.  TC added that when garden waste is taken for recycling at Charlton tip, this does not count as part of the recycling rate.  AD asked about recycling for people who live in blocks of flats.  A problem with this is that different buildings need different collection methods and SBC is looking at what other local authorities do.  Regarding air quality, NL said that this is a difficult target as there are so many influencing factors that are outside the control of the members of the LSP.  

Regarding Learning Spelthorne, Brian Harris said that the confederation of schools and the merger of Spelthorne and Brooklands Colleges should help improve performance.  ND added that an important issue about the merger is to what extent it would help those who do not want to travel outside of Spelthorne to their place of learning.  Alan Walker asked if there was a correlation between the number of young people not in education, employment or training and crime rates.  RM said that this is generally the case.

JW said that the LSP needs to keep referring back to the Community Plan, questioning performance on the targets and making sure that they are relevant.
	1. All to note.

2. Strategy group Chairs to discuss in their next meeting.

	7. Surrey LAA

Update on how the LSP can get involved

Chris White said that generally in Surrey LSPs have been encouraging theme groups or individual partners to get involved in the local area agreement projects but the LSP Executive is not needed to go between them.  If groups or partners want to get involved, they should contact the relevant project sponsor, although they may not yet be ready for partners to join the projects if they have not yet asked organisations to take part.  RM confirmed that the project sponsor for the Safer, Stronger Surrey project had spoken to the CDRP about it. 

Update from strategy groups on which projects they would like to support

The strategy group representatives fed back on which projects seemed most relevant to their work:

Safer, Stronger Spelthorne Partnership: Safer, Stronger Surrey

Young People’s Partnership: Integrating Surrey, Enterprising Surrey

Spelthorne Health and Social Care Partnership: Safe at Home

Thriving Spelthorne Partnership: Sustainable Lifestyles

Spelthorne Community Learning Partnership: Skills to Serve, Enterprising Surrey, Accessible Surrey

AD said that it would be useful to know which enabling measures have been agreed by the Government.
	1. Strategy group chairs to contact the relevant project sponsor if they wish to get involved with an LAA project

2. CW to find out more information and send to partners via JW.

	8. Local Development Framework update

John Brooks, Assistant Head of Planning at SBC, gave an update on progress towards developing the Local Development Framework (LDF).  The LDF will set out the policies for dealing with planning issues in the Borough including development sites, protecting the environment, flooding and design.  A special Borough Bulletin was produced in the autumn as part of the consultation on the LDF and over 1500 copies of the questionnaire were returned.  A draft LDF has now been written and is currently being consulted on.  This includes information on 12 specific proposals for larger development sites.  Over 600 local organisations as well as those living close to the development sites have been invited to take part in the consultation on the draft.  

AD said that the six week consultation period was too short for voluntary and community organisations and that the Surrey Compact gives a minimum of three months’ consultation time.  JB said that this was the time prescribed by the Government, but that he is happy to talk through any issues that groups may want to discuss.  In addition, the draft is based on the earlier consultation work conducted in the autumn.

AD asked about what would happen if people did not object to the proposals at this stage.  JB replied that the next stage will be to produce a submission plan and any objections to this would be considered by an inquiry.  It is difficult to make changes due to the restraints on where development can take place in Spelthorne.

DS asked whether building housing on stilts would be considered in the flood plain.  JB replied that this is technically possible but would not be done as it would be too dangerous to get people to and from their homes if there was a flood.
	1. Partners to consider taking part in the consultation and return responses by 15 June.

2. JB to give a brief update on the results of the consultation at the next LSP Executive meeting.

	9. Getting Around Spelthorne: update on working group

NL updated the LSP on plans for Getting Around Spelthorne.  An audit will be conducted to pull together all the information about transport in the area and to find out the big issues.  This may involve a consultation event.  Once the issues have been identified, a decision can be made as to whether a specific partnership is needed.  If a group is formed, this could act as a sub-group of the Thriving Spelthorne Partnership as many of the same organisations and people are involved with both agendas.
	1. NL to report back progress at the next meeting

	10. Update on priority theme: Young People’s Spelthorne

Vikki Radford, Youth Officer at SBC, gave an update on the Young People’s Partnership.  Young people are being involved in the Partnership’s work through the Youth Council and the local schools.  A list of projects involving young people in Spelthorne is being compiled in order to raise awareness between organisations and help inform young people.  Intergenerational workshops are being run with young people from Thamesmead School and is based on an idea from the 2005 LSP Assembly.
	

	11. Update on Stanwell project

CW gave an update on the Stanwell project.  The work in Stanwell will be coordinated by the Thriving Spelthorne Partnership as it involves many of the same organisations.  A mapping exercise will be carried out identifying the investment in the area and the changes that will happen over the next 18 months.  This will link in to the Community Plan targets.  The next stage will be to convene a group to move the work on.

AW said that the work to develop a sustainable community in Stanwell would have the full support of A2 Housing Group.
	1. CW to report back progress at the next meeting.

	12. Feedback from LSP improvement meeting

JW gave an update on a meeting that had taken place to look at how to improve the LSP following some of the issues raised at the Team Day.  An action plan has been written to move things forward.

TC commented that it had been a useful and timely meeting to look at how we can improve delivery.  ND suggested that less time should be spent on going through written reports at LSP Executive meetings and that reports should be circulated in advance of the meeting.
	1. All to note.

	13. Reviewing partnerships, networks and forums in Spelthorne - update

JW shared the results of work done by SBC on identifying all the partnerships and groups that it attends. The Surrey Strategic Partnership (SSP) has asked all LSPs to take part in a project to map all the groups in Surrey.  JW asked partners to send her details of any other groups that they attend, which can be fed into the SSP review.
	1. Partners to send JW details of partnerships (including name of the groups and their purpose) by 1 July.

	14. LSP meeting dates for 2007

Meeting dates were agreed for 2007.

LSP Assembly – 22 January 

LSP Executive – 22 January

LSP Executive – 19 March

LSP Executive – 21 May

LSP Executive – 16 July

LSP Executive – 17 September

LSP Executive – 19 November
	1. All to note.

	15. Communications – including newsletter

An article will be written on the Community Plan for SBC’ Borough Bulletin. A newsletter is also being produced to update the members of the Assembly in progress.  Strategy groups will be asked to provide material for this.
	1. Strategy groups chairs/officers to provide material for newsletter.

	16. AOB

There was none.
	

	17. Next meeting

17 July, 15.30-17.30, Bishop Wand School

Agenda items include:

Local Development Framework update

Annual Public Health Report

Update on Getting Around Spelthorne

Update on Stanwell project
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